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PREFACE 


In  presenting  this  imperfect  history  of  The 
Gordons  of  Scotland  and  their  descendents  in  America, 

I  feel  that  no  apology  is  required.  For  fifty  years 
I  have  been  more  or  less  interested  in  the  Gordon 
genealogy  while  my  time  was  fully  occupied  in  business 
pursuits.  Now  that  I  have  arrived  at  the  non-active 
age,  or  retired  class,  I  believe  that  the  results  of 
my  researches  both  in  Scotland  and  in  America  may 
prove  interesting  to  the  present  generation  as  well  as 
those  generations  which  follow. 

Ancestry  is  supposed  to  be  very  important,  and 
doubtless  when  one  traces  their  lineage  back  to  those 
who  in  their  day  made  history,  it  adds  to  their 
ambition  and  to  self-confidence.  Personal  pride  is  a 
valuable  characteristic.  It  gives  one  a  feeling  of 
self-respect  and  superiority  which  is  helpful  in 
guiding  on  into  worthwhile  channels.  But  inheritance 
outside  of  the  vitality  and  vigor  that  one  may  acquire 
means  but  little.  Ambition,  enthusiasm,  animation  and 
the  particular  characteristics  which  give  one  an 
individual  personality  come  largely  from  environment. 

When  we  trace  our  ancestors  back  a  few  centuries, 
when  we  speak  of  some  groat  personage  included  in  our 
family  tree,  we  rarely  give  a  thought  to  innumerable 
other  ancestors.  Each  individual  has  two  immediate 
ancestors,  Mother  and  Father,  The  second  generation 
has  four  ancestors,  the  third  generation  has  eight 
ancestors,  the  fourth  sixteen  and  so  on.  The  number 
of  ancestors  is  doubled  with  each  generation.  Many 
of  the  outstanding  makers  of  history  in  their  genera¬ 
tions  came  from  lowly  beginnings.  For  instance,  the 
father  of  the  great  Shakespeare  was  a  butcher.  Ford 
the  greatest  industrialist  of  his  age  began  life  on  a 
farm,  Heinz  the  father  of  the  57  varieties  sold  horse 
radish  from  door  to  door,  Sc hub art  was  the  son  of  a 
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plebian  farmer  and  his  mother  was  a  house  servant. 

Hence,  we  may  conclude  that  it  is  not  wise  to  de¬ 
pend  too  much  on  ancestry,  hut  to  remember  that  we  are 
what  we  are  because  of  no  inheritance  except  that  of 
the  physical  capital  with  which  we  are  endowed.  Rather 
is  it  the  struggle  to  attain  that  which  you  want  out 
of  life,  the  lights  whioh  you  cast  over  the  generation 
in  which  you  live,  the  enthusiasm  which  you  put  into 
your  efforts  remembering  at  all  times  the  Fatherhood 
of  God  and  the  brotherhood  of  man,  and  to  temper  undo 
ambitions  with  justice  to  all.  If  some  of  our  ances¬ 
tors  have  arisen  to  fame  while  others  have  been  less 
noted,  it  may  be  fair  to  judge  that  however  humble 
they  may  have  been  they  were  the  creatures  of  their 
environment  and  in  their  humble  sphere  of  life  may 
have  contributed  much  unherald  joy  and  benefits  to 
the  generation  in  which  they  lived, 

uFull  many  a  rose  is  born  to  blush  unseen” 

It  may  appear  that  the  writer  has  overlooked 
many  who  should  be  mentioned  in  this  work,  and  if 
so,  he  might  plead  as  an  excuse  the  difficulty  in 
collecting  from  wide  sources  records  carelessly  kept 
if  at  all  in  the  fonnulative  periods  of  America  when 
the  urge  was  for  subsistence  rather  than  for  records, 
Muoh  of  what  follows  has  been  gathered  from  various 
sources  and  imperfect  as  it  may  appear,  is  offered 
to  those  interested  as  fairly  portraying  the  result 
of  much  search  both  here  and  abroad. 

It  is  not  the  purpose  of  the  writer  to  embrace 
within  this  work  the  complete  history  of  The  Family 
Gordon  but  rather  to  gather  and  to  present  as  fully 
as  oan  be  had  at  this  late  date,  the  origin  and 
doscendents  of  that  branch  of  the  family  from  which 
our  immigrant  ancestor  sprung  (Thomas  Gordon  of 
Perth  Amboy,  N,  J,),  To  go  further  into  the  family 
Gordon  history  should  be  undertaken  by  one  much 
younger  than  myself  and  when  completed  would  pro¬ 
duce  a  volume  of  such  proportions  that  in  this  busy 
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age  few  would  take  the  time  to  read  it. 


Franklin  S,  Gordon 


Stamford,  Conn*,  U,S,A* 
May  1941 
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ORIGIN  OF  THE  FAMILY  GORDON 


There  are  several  versions  as  to  the  origin  of  the 
family*  One  claims  that  the  family  originated  in 
France,  which  is  fairly  supported  by  similar  names 
(Gordoun)  and  towns  in  France,  The  origin  of  the 
Gordon  Family  in  France  is  confirmed  by  the  following 
extract  from  Guizots  History  of  England, 

nKing  Richard  had  defeated  Philip  Augustus  at 
the  gates  of  Gisors.  While  making  his  escape,  the 
King  of  France  had  almost  been  drowned  in  the  river, 

”1  made  him  drink  the  water  of  the  Epte,”  Richard 
wrote  triumphantly.  But  the  day  was  approaching  which 
was  to  see  the  end  of  so  many  heroic  but  fruitless 
struggles;  it  was  rumored  in  Normandy  that  an  arrow 
was  being  fashioned  in  Limousin,  which  was  destined 
to  kill  a  tyrant. 

The  King  of  England  learned  that  his  vassal,  the 
Viscount  of  Limoges,  had  discovered  a  treasure.  He 
at  once  sent  to  claim  it  of  the  viscount,  who  sent 
him  one-half  of  his  treasure  trove  upon  a  mule,  "Gold 
treasure  belongs  to  the  liege-lord;  silver  is  divided,” 
said  the  viscount.  But  Richard  wanted  the  whole;  he 
marched  against  the  castle  of  Chalus,  where  he  ex¬ 
pected  to  find  the  treasure,  and  laid  siege  to  the 
place.  It  was  well  defended,  but  provisions  had  run 
short;  the  garrison  wished  to  capitulate,  "No”,  said 
Richard;  ”1  will  take  your  place  by  storm,  and  cause 
you  all  to  be  hanged  on  the  walls.” 

The  defenders  of  the  trrwn  were  in  despair;  the 
king  and  merchadee  were  examining  the  point  of  attack 
when  a  young  archer,  Bertrand  de  Gourdon,  pulled  his 
bow,  and  praying  to  God  to  direct  the  arrow,  aimed  it 
at  the  king;  the  latter  was  struck  on  the  left 
shoulder.  The  town,  however,  was  taken  by  assault, 
and  all  the  garrison  were  hanged. 
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The  king. sent  for  Gourdon,  He  was  dying,  for  an  un¬ 
skilful  surgeon  had  broken  the  arrow,  and  left  the  steel 
portion  in  the  wound,  "Wretch t"  said  he  to  the  archer, 
,rWhat  had  I  done  to  you  that  you  should  have  attempted 
my  life?11  ftYou  have  put  my  father  and  two  brothers  to 
death, w  said  Bertrand,  "and  you  wanted  to  hang  me."  "I 
forgive  you,”  cried  Richards  "Let  his  chains  be  removed 
and  let  him  receive  one  hundred  shillings,”  Merchadeo 
took  no  heed  of  the  royal  pardon,  but  caused  Bertrand 
de  Gourdon  to  be  flayed  alive,  Gourdon Ts  children 
fled  to  Scotland,  and  became,  it  is  said,  the  founders 
of  the  illustrious  family  of  the  Gordons,” 

The  old  family  stock  originated  in  Berwickshire, 
South  Scotland,  in  the  early  part  of  the  twelth  century. 
They  were  extensive  border  landholders  and  took  their 
name  from  the  lands  of  Gordoun  or  Gordone,  The  name 
of  the  founder  is  not  known,  but  his  son  was  f,Adam  of 
Gordoun",  Sixth  in  descent  from  him  was  Sir  Adam 
Gordoun,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Halidon  Hill 
1333,  After  the  battle  of  Bannockburn  they  were  re¬ 
warded  by  receiving  from  King  Robert  the  lands  and 
Barony  of  Strathbolgie  in  Aberdeenshire,  Sir  John 
Gordoun  of  that  ilk  was  the  fourth  baron  and  the  first 
of  his  family  who  settled  in  Aberdeenshire,  Sir  John 
was  succeeded  by  his  brother  Sir  Adam  Gordon  in  1394 
leaving  two  sons,  Jock  (John)  of  Scurdargue  and  Tam 
(Thomas)  of  ^uthven.  Sir  Adam  was  killed  at  Homildon 
Hill  1402,  leaving  a  daughter  Elizabeth  who  married 
Sir  Alexander  Seton,  hence  the  Seton  Gordon  line, 

JOHN  GORDON  OF  SCURDARGUE  FROM  WHICH  OUR  FAMILY 

John  Gordon  had  four  sons,  Alexander,  John, 

William  and  James,  From  these  sons  are  descended  104 
cadets  scattered  widely  over  Scotland,  He  married 
Margaret,  daughter  of  Robert,  Maitland  of  Netherdale 
and  Gight,  described  in  a  deed  of  1423  as  "ane  nobyl 
man",  by  whom  he  had  three  sons,  John  being  next  in 
our  line,  ^heir  father  is  buried  in  the  Kirk  of 
Essy, 
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JOHN  GORDON  OF  BOTARIE  FROM  TOOM 
PITLURG  AND  STRALOCH 

John  Gordon  of  Botarie,  Larger  1st  Laird  of  Pitlurg, 
married  my  Lord  Pitsligo  daughter  of  Forbes,  with  whom 
he  begot  two  sons,  John  2nd  Laird  of  Pitlurg,  Botarie 
and  Langer,  and  James  of  Cainborrow*  He  died  and  was 
buried  in  the  buriel  place  of  the  Kirk  of  Botarie* 

JOHN  GORDON  2ND  LAIRD  OF  PITLURG 

Married  Lady  Joan  Stuart,  daughter  of  John,  first 
Earl  of  Athol  half  brother  to  King  James  II,  and  grand¬ 
daughter  to  Queen  Jane  Beaufort  by  her  second  marriage 
with  Sir  James  Stewart  ”the  black  Knight  of  Lorneff  with 
whom  he  begot  a  son  John  3rd  Laird  of  Pitlurg*  He  was 
killed  at  the  battle  of  Pinkey* 

JOHN  GORDON  3RD  LAIRD  OF  PITLURG 

Married  Jannet  Ogilvie  of  Cullens  daughter  with 
whom  he  begot  one  son  John  4-th  Laird  of  Pitlurg* 

JOHN  GORDON  4TH  LAIRD  OF  PITLURG 

Married  my  Lord  Forbes  daughter,  with  whom  he  be¬ 
got  two  sons  John  Gordon.. 5th  Laird  of  Pitlurg  and 
Robert  Gordon  Straloch*  and  a  daughter  Barbara  who 
married  Hon.  Alex*  Elphinstone  3rd  son  of  fourth  Lord 
Elphinstone*  Their  father  died  in  Kinmundy  and  was 
interred  in  their  ordinary  buriel  place  in  Martinkirk 
anno  1600* 


JOHN  GORDON  5TH  LAIRD  OF  PITLURG 

Died  without  issue  and  was  succeeded  by  his 
brother  Robert  known  as  of  Straloch  having  received 
that  estate  as  a  gift  from  his  elder  brother  in  1609 
whero  he  resided  till  he  succeeded  to  Pitlurg* 
Straloch  was  educated  at  the  University  of  Aberdeen, 
followed  by  a  course  at  that  in  Paris,  and  must  have 
appeared  a  lusus  naturae  to  his  compeers,  being 
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mathematician,  antiquary,  geographer,  linguist,  poet, 
musician,  and  "profound  classical  scholar**.  To  use  the 
words  of  a.  well  known  historical  writer,  **No  one  ex¬ 
celled  Robert  Gordon  of  Straloch  in  all  the  accomplish¬ 
ments  that  adorn  a  country  gentleman** «  Without  the  com¬ 
mon  desire  for  fame  or  any  of  tho  more  sordid  motives, 
he  devoted  his  life  and  talents  to  illustrate  the 
history  and  literature  of  his  country.  He  was  the 
prime  assistant  to  Scotstarvct  in  his  two  great  under¬ 
takings,  the  ** Atlas**  and  tho  "Collections  of  Scottish 
Poetry**,  The  maps  of  Scotland  in  the  great  atlas 
(many  of  them  drawn  end  the  whole  of  them  revised  by 
him)  at  the  earnest  entreaty  of  Charles  I  "with  the 
topographicial  descriptions  that  accompany  them,  are 
among  the  most  valuable  contributions  ever  made  by  an 
individual  to  the  physical  history  of  his  country. 

Among  many  interesting  letters  from  the  leading  men 
of  their  time,  this  one  and  those  of  King  James  in¬ 
cluded,  addressed  to  the  father  or  the  son  are  pre¬ 
served  at  Parkhill,  Robert  Gordon's  high  character 
and  talent  for  public  affairs  caused  him  to  be  much 
consulted  and  relied  on  by  both  parties  during  the 
Civil  War  of  that  period. 

By  his  wife  Catherine  Irvine  of  Lynturk  (a 
barony  hold  by  the  eldest  cadet  of  Drum)  Straloch 
had  no  less  than  seventeen  children,  five  of  his 
daughters  marrying  northern  lairds.  He  died  in  1661 
aged  81  years  and  was  'succeeded  by  his  eldest  son 
Robert  who  become  6th  laird  of  Pitlurg,  Robert 
Gordon  (known  as  Stralock)  was  born  September  14, 

1580  and  died  August  18,  1661,  Married  Katherine, 
daughter  of  Alexander  Irvine  of  Wester  Baltic,  a 
cadet  of  Drum,., 

ROBERT  GORDON  6TH  LAIRD  OF  PITLURG 

Born  1609,  Married  1631  Catherine  daughter  of 
Sir  Thomas  Burnett  of  Leys,  by  whom  he  had  13  children, 
Robert  his  heir.  Doctor  John  (1st)  Gordon  of  Collieston 
married  Katharine  daughter  of  John  Fullerton  of 
Kinnebar  Co,  Formaugh,  Pied  1718,  no  issue* 
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ROBERT  GORDON  7TH  LAIRD  OF  PITLURG 

No  information  as  to  the  date  of  his  birth  or  -whom 
he  married  has  been  obtained  but  following  are  the 
names  of  his  children*  Doctor  John  (2nd)  of  Collieston, 
Thomas,  Robert,  Charles  and  George,  Charles  and  George 
accompanied  Thomas  to  America  in  1684  and  Robert  came 
at  a  later  date,  George  died  in  America  in  1686  and 
about  the  same  year  Charles  returned  to  England,  and 
died  1698,  Of  Robert  we  have  no  information. 

Thus,  it  appears  that  the  New  Jersey  family  of 
Gordon  are  from  Thomas  Gordon  who  settled  in  Perth 
Amboy  in  1684  and  of  whom  we  have  a  fairly  complete 
history  of  his  services  to  his  adopted  land.  These 
records  as  well  as  a  history  of  his  descendants  down 
to  date  wo  will  endeavor  to  give,  and  any  lacking  of 
family  connections  will  be  because, of  neglect  of  those 
families  in  furnishing  data  or  that  the  records  have 
become  lost, 

A  brief  treatise  on  the  life,  activities  and 
times  of  Thomas  Gordon,  family  of  Pitlurg  Scotland, 
who  with  his  wifo  Helen,  four  children,  brothers 
Charles  and  George,  and  seven  servants  oome  to  America 
in  the  year  1684  settling  at  Perth  Amboy,  New  Jersey, 
The  items  presented  have  been  gathered  from  various 
sources  and  manuscripts  that  have  been  preservod 
among  historical  collections,  chiefly  those  in  the 
files  of  The  New  Jersey  Historical  Society  at 
Trenton,  New  Jersey, 
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THE  GORDONS  IN  AMERICA 

On©  endeavoring  to  write  of  persons  and  times 
after  a  lapse  of  225  years  is  confronted  with  many 
obstacles,  Especially  is  it  true  of  those  who  im- 
migrated  to  this  new  and  little  known  Country  to  seek 
their  fortunes*  They  gave  little  thought  to  the  keep** 
ing  of  records,  their  chief  concern  being  the  building 
of  habitations  and  sustenance  for  their  families*  Uh- 
doubtedly  much  of  the  interest  has  boon  lost  that 
migjrt  have  been  presented  by  persons  living  at  an 
earlier  period  of  Amerioa*  However,  in  all  ages  how-* 
ever  remote  we  find  persons  who  made  such  impression 
and  history  in  the  ages  in  which  they  lived,  that 
much  of  their  record  of  services  to  their  community 
have  been  preserved, 

THOMAS  GORDON 

Thomas  Gordon,  Family  of  Pitlurg,  Scotland, 
according  to  the  records  found  was  such  a  person  who 
with  his  wife,  brothers  Charles,  George,  four  ohild- 
ren  and  seven  servants  came  to  America  in  1684  seek¬ 
ing  as  he  said  "liberty  of  worship,  conscience  and 
quietness  of  life"  which  were  denied  him  in  the  land 
of  his  birth. 

Our  best  information  is  that  these  brothers  were 
the  sons  of  Robert  Gordon,  Knight  Advocate  who  married 
the  daughter  of  Sir  Alexander  Burnett  of  Leys ,  Five 
brothers  and  one  sister  are  recorded. 

Dr,  John  Gordon  of  Collieston,  evidently  oldest  brother, 
Thomas  Gordon  our  subject, 

Charles  Gordon  who  came  to  America  in  1684, 

George  Gordon  who  came  to  America  in  1684, 

Robert  Gordon  who  came  to  America  later*.  , 

Catherine  Gordon  married  the  2nd  Count  Arbuthnot, 

George  Gordon  died  in  America  year  1686, 

Charles  Gordon  returned  to  Scotland  where  he  died  in 
1698, 
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Of  Robert  we  have  no  record  as  to  his  movements* 

These  children  were  the  grand  children  of  Robert 
Gordon,  commonly  designated  as  of  Straloch.  He  was 
the  first  graduate  of  the  University  of  Aberdeen*  a 
man  of  much  culture,  mathematition,  poet,  antiquarian, 
musician,  geographer  and  a  profound  classical  scholar* 
Reported  to  have  made  from  Ms  own  survey  the  first 
map  of  Scotland,  Being  a  man  of  such  character  he 
doubtless  impressed  upon  his  children  and  grandchild¬ 
ren  the  need  for  education,  hence  we  find  Thomas  Gordon 
our  subject  graduating  from  Kings  College  in  1679  pre¬ 
sumably  in  law  department,  since  upon  his  arrival  in 
America  he  seemed  to  be  equipped  for  that  profession. 
Before  coming  to  America  he  held  many  important  posi¬ 
tions  in  his  native  land.  It  is  reported  that  Thomas 
Gordon  was  personally  known  to  James  II,  and  received 
from  him  various  honors  and  advantages  notwithstanding 
his  political  opposition.  This  aversion  to  the  acts 
and  policies  of  James  became  so  groat  that  he  was 
induced  to  leave  the  Gordon  Clan  in  an  insurrection 
consequent  upon  the  troubles  of  1680,  the  then  Duke  of 
Gordon  being  nearly  related  to  him. 

The  Duke  himself  it  is  said  was  saved  from 
attainder  and  his  property  from  confiscation  by  his 
Duchess,  who  locked  him  in  his  bed  chamber  and  pre¬ 
vented  his  placing  himself  at  the  head  of  his  Clan, 
when  Thomas  Gordon  presented  himself  at  the  Castle 
to  resign  his  command.  The  unfavourable  termination 
of  the  insurrection  was  the  immediate  cause  of  Mr. 
Gordon1 s  emigration  to  America, 

In  1684  Thomas  Gordon  bought  from  Gov.  Barclay 
(said  to  be  a  relative)  one- twentieth  share  in  the 
Province  of  East  Jersey*  One  account  has  it  that 
he  embarked  from  Leith,  another  from  Aberdeen.  How* 
ever,  he  with  his  family  arrived  in  America  in 
October  1684  after  a  tempestuous  voyage  in  which  the 
bowsprit,  all  three  of  the  masts  were  carried  away, 
and  the  ship  for  two  or  three  days  was  left  to  the 
mercies  of  the  winds  and  waves.  By  the  aid  of 
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jury-mc.sts  the  capes  of  Virginia  were  finally  reached 
in  nine  weeks  after  sailing*  The  party  embarked  on  two 
sloops,  came  up  the  Chespeako  and  then  .partly  by  land 
and  partly  by  water  finally  reached  Jersey,  Mr#  Gordon 
first  settled  on  his  plantation  at  Cedar  Brock  some  ten 
miles  west  of  Amboy,  Under  date  of  February  16,  1685 
we  find  him  thus  writing  to  a  relative  in  Edinburgh  as 
follows  ,. 

"Upon  the  18th  day  of  November,  I  and  my  servants 
came  here  to  the  woods,  and  in  8  days  thereafter  my 
wife  and  children  come  also*  I  put  up  a  wigwam  in  24 
hours  which  served  us  well  until  we  put  up  a  better 
house  which  I  made  24  feet  long  and  15  feet  wide,  con¬ 
taining  a  hall,  kitchen  and  a  chamber  and  a  study, 
which  we  put  up  pretty  well  (with  Pallissadoes  on  the 
sides  and  shingles  on  the  roof)  against  Yuill,  on 
which  day  we  entered  home  to  it  and  have  ever  since 
and  still  are  clearing  ground  and  making  fencing.  So 
that  I  h'ope  to  have  as  mu  oh  ground  cleared,  fenced, 
ploughed  and  planted  in  Indian  corn  in  the  beginning 
of  May  (which  is  the  best  time  for  planting)  as  will 
maintain  my  family  the  next  year,  if  it  pleases  God  to 
prosper  it,  Robert  Fullerton  and  I  are  to  join  in  a 
plough  this  spring,  consisting  of  four  Oxen  and  two 
Horses, ,but  if  the  ground  were  once  broken  up,  two 
Oxen  and  two  Horses  will  serve,  so  that  next  spring 
(God  willing)  1  intend  to  have  a  plough  of  my  own  alone 

I  intend  building  a  better  and  larger  house  and 
to  make-  a  kitchen  of  this  I  am  in  which  will  hardly 
get  done  this  summer,  because  I  am  resolved  to  build 
.upon  my  lot  at  New  Perth,  I  am  settled  here  in  a  very 
pleasant  place  upon  the  side  of  a  brave  plain  (almost 
free  from  woods)  and  near  the  water  side,  so  that  I 
might  yoke  a  plough  where  I  please  were  it  not  for  the 
want  of  hay  to  maintain  the  cattle.  This  I  hope  to 
get  helped  the  next  year  for  I  have  several  pieoes 
of  meadow  near  me,  .  There  arc  eight  of  us  settled  here 
within  a  half  mile  or  a.  mile  of  another,  and  about  ten 
miles  from  the  town  of  Now  Perth  or  Amboy  Point,  so 
that  I  can  go  and  come  in  .a  day,  either  on  foot  or 
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horseback.  Blessed  be  God,  myself,  wif^,  children,  and 
servants  have  been  and  are  still  in  good  health,  which 
God  continue,” 

His  prayer  was  not  granted.  In  less  than  two 
years  thereafter,  wife  and  children  were  all  dead  and 
he  was  left  alone  in  the  land  of  his  adoption.  Shortly 
followed  the  death  of  his  brother  Charles,  These  af¬ 
flictions  must  have  sorely  tried  him.  The  cause  of 
this  great  mortality  is  now  unknown  but  the  want  of 
comforts  and  conveniences  which  usually  attend  the 
settlement  of  new  countries  may  have  had  its  full  in¬ 
fluence  in  producing  the  painful  result,  Shortly  after 
his  arrival  in  America  he  acquired  in  various  ways 
additional  land  patents  which  placed  him  among  those 
most  deeply  interested  in  its  soil, 

Thomas  Gordon1 s  Official  Activities 

His  college  education  and  his  experience  in  publio 
affairs  in  his  native  land  eminently  qualified  him  to 
take  an  active  and  important  part  in  the  affairs  of  the 
new  colonies.  In  the  year  1692  he  was  appointed  Deputy 
Secretary  and  Register  for  the  proprietaries  by 
William  Dorkwra,  their  chief  Secretary  in  London, 

In  the  same  year  he  was  made  Clerk  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Right,  and  Register  of  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
and  one  of  a  commission  (with  David  Mudie  and  James 
Dundas)  for  the  trial  of  small  causes  which  was 
established  at  Amboy,  The  ensueing  year  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  Judge  of  Probate,  and  the  following  year  an 
Officer  of  the  Customs  being  thought  necessary  at 
Amboy  he  received  the  appointment. 

These  honors  however  unimportant  the  offices  may 
have  been  in  the  early  days  of  the  Province,  speak 
well  for  the  respect  and  confidence  with  which  he  was 
regarded  by  the  people  and  the*  proprietary  government. 
The  estimation  in  which  he  was  held  by  the  board  of 
proprietors  at  this  time  was  also  manifested  by  the 
selection  of  him  in  1695,  when  desirous  to  have  some 
trusty  person  visit  England  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
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the  members  there  particular  information  respecting  the 
condition  and  the  prospects  of  the  Province,  In  the 
meantime  he  had  married  Janet  Mudie  (daughter  of  David 
Mudie,  miller  and  merchant  from  the  town  of  Montrose, 
Scotland),  and  she  joined  with  him  in  the  voyage  to 
England,  He  remained  abroad  three  years  and  upon  his 
return  (1698)  received  the  appointment  of  Attorney 
General  of  East  Jersey,  In  1700  he  was  again  invested 
with  the  duties  of  Judge  of  Probate,  a  substitute 
having  been  provided  during  his  absence  abroad,  and 
in  1702  the  proprietors  appointed  Mr,  Gordon  their 
Chief  Secretary  and  Register,  He  represented  Amboy 
and  the  County  of  Middlesex  in  the  Provincial  Assembly 
from  1703  to  1709,  part  of  the  time  as  speaker.  When 
the  Proprietors  of  East  and  West  Jersey  surrendered 
the  Government  to  the  Crown  in  1702,  the  territory  was 
brought  under  one  Governor  and  joint  legislature  and 
in  this  field  of  extended  operations  covering  the 
present  State  of  New  Jersey,  his  services  were  in 
still  greater  demand. 

He  was  elected  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
and  later  became  a  member  of  the  Provincial  Council, 
which  stood  in  the  same  relation  to  the  Government  as 
does  the  present  State  Senate  of  New  Jersey,  For 
many  years  he  held  the  office  of  treasurer,  as  also 
that  of  Attorney  General  and  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  New  Jersey,  He  was  one  of  those 
instrumental  in  securing  the  City  Charter  in  1718 
making  Perth  Amboy  the  first  City  in  the  State#  Ex¬ 
emplary  in  his  life  and  conversation,  held  in  high 
esteem  for  his  learning,  honesty  and  integrity,  he 
devoted  the  best  of  his  abilities  to  the  peaceful 
upbuilding  of  the  moral  and  material  welfare  of  the 
land  of  his  adoption, 

% 

He  was  born  in  the  ances trial  home  at  Pitlurg  on 
the  17th  day  of  April  1653,  and  was  educated  at  Kings 
College,  Aberdeen,  Died  at  Perth  Amboy,  1722,  buried 
in  Saint  Poters  Church  Yard  which  he  had  generously 
given  the  Parish,  and  being  the  first  person  to  be 
interred  therein,  A  tomb  stone  with  a  quaint 
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inscription  in  Latin  marks  his  place  of  burial,  A 
picture  of  this  stone  with  its  original  inscription  as 
well  as  a  translation  is  shown  later  on  as  is  that  of 
his  first  wife,  Helen  Gordon,  and  these  two  stones  are 
as  far  as  known  the  only  mementoes  left  in  Perth  Amboy 
of  the  first  settlers  of  the  town,  a  town  of  which  he 
was  a  most  prominent  and  highly . respected  citizen,  and 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  he  and  his  wife  were  the 
oldest  residents  of  the  place, 

THE  HONORABLE  THOMAS  GORDON* 

Attorney  General  and  Chief  Justice 

A  large  number  of  American  genealogists  take  es¬ 
pecial  delight  in  tracing  the  lineages  of  their  fami- . 
lies  to  ancient  noble  houses.  In  many  instances,  their 
claim  can  not  be  substantiated  by  contemporary  evidence. 
The  tests  of  historical  criticism  are  too  stiff  for  the 
manufactured  pedigrees  to  pass,  and  thus  they  inevit¬ 
ably  collapse  before  the  penetrating  investigation  of 
modern  scientific  genealogists. 

The  Gordon  family  of  East  Jersey  is  one  of  the 
comparatively  few  American  families  whose  illustrious 
and  noble  origin  can  be  verified  by  an  examination  of 
the  extant  documents  of  the  period  with  which  we  are 
about  to  deal,  Thomas  Gordon  was  a  powerful  political 
figure  in  the  province  of  New  Jersey  during  the  early 
years  of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  he  was  a  leader 
of  the  faction  that  opposed  the  oppressive  rule  of 
Lord  Cornbury,  the  first  royal  governor.  On  June  2, 
1712,  the  Reverend  Jacob  Henderson,  a  missionary  in 
Pennsylvani a— — and  a  person  well  known  for  his  seditious 
utterances— —penned  a  letter  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  and 
Plantation,  in  London,  in  which  he  denounced  many  of 
the  members  of  the  New  Jersey  Government,  His  attack 


*  By  Milton  Rubincam,  Washington,  D,  C,  (Correspond' 
ing  Secretary,  National  Genealogical  Society), 
Reprinted  from  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society 
Magazine,  Vol ,  57,  No,  3,  July  1939, 
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on  Gordon  was  especially  vigorous,  assailing  him  as  ,fA 
poor  ignorant  insignificant  fellow  whom  they  have  made 
Treasurer  of  ye  Province  thof  he  has  no  Estate  but  a 
Tool  to  serve  y11  in  all  affairs  #M 

Gordons  friends  and  supporters  were  quick  to 
spring  to  his  defence.  The  reverend  gentleman1 s  re- 
marks  were  challenged  in  a  paper  by  an  anonymous  writer, 
bearing  date  of  17th  June,  1712.  Replying  to  the  ob¬ 
servations  on  Gordon,  the  unknown  author  commented: 

nNow  after  all  this,  its  ten  to  one  but  upon  en¬ 
quiry  this  Mr.  Gordon  will  be  found  neither  so  poor, 
ignorant  &  insignificant  a  fellow,  as  that  he  hath  a 
competent  estate,  &  as  much  honesty  as  is  requisite  in 
a  Treasurer  of  that  small  Colony.  As  for  his  Tool  to 
serve  them  (meaning  as  before)  in  all  their  affairs, 
it  may  be  a  Tool  to  do  good  as  the  Representer  will 
upon  the  like  enquiry  be  found  ,  .  .t! 

But  it  is  the  Reverend  Alexander  Innes,  D.D.,  of 
Monmouth  County,  who  provides  the  clue  to  Gordon *s  ^ 
ancestry.  On  March  12,  1712/13,  he  wrote,  in  part: 

nThese  are  to  certify  to  all  Christian  People 
that  the  Thomas  Gordon  kept  constant  communion  with 
us,  livfd  in  exact  conformity  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  Church  of  England  as  by  Law  Establish *d,  was  a 
constant  communicant  with  us  and  Exemplary  in  his  Life, 
and  conversation  among  his  Neighbours,  And  is  a  Person 
of  an  University  Education  and  being  born  in  the  same 
Neighbourhood  and  by  the  more  than  common  friendship 
between  our  Parents,  I  can  certify  with  a  good 
Conscience  that  he  is  descended  from  an  honorable 
Orthodox,  and  Loyal  Family  being  Grand  child  of  the 
Eldest  Son  to  the  memorable  Robert  Gordon  of  Pitlurg 
and  Straloch,  who  for  Wisdom  and  Learning  was  reputed 
inferior  to  none  of  his  time  in  the  Kingdom  of  Scot¬ 
land,  and  that  I  believe  the  s^  Thomas  Gordon  for 
Learning,  honesty  and  integrity  of  Life  is  infer iour 
to  no  Lay  man  in  this  Province  where  he  Lives :,,.u 
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This  evidence,  coining  from  a  man  who  was  personal¬ 
ly  acquainted  with  Gordon ls  family*  is  indisputable, 
and  wo  are  thus  able  to  reconstruct  the  genealogy  of 
the  Chief  Justice  of  New  Jersey* 

The  House  of  Gordon  is  one  of  the  oldset  and  nob¬ 
lest  of  the  clans  of  Scotland*  When  first  it  emerged 
from  the  mists  of  antiquity  it  already  was  a  landowning 
tribe.  The  earliest  authentic  ancestor  of  the  line  was 
Richard  de  Gordon,  who,  about  the  year  1171,  granted  a 
charter  to  the  monks  of  Kelso  and  the  Church  of  St, 
Michael,  in  the  town  of  Gordon,  in  Berwickshire,  His 
descendant.  Sir  Adam  Gordon,  Kftight,  rendered  homage 
to  Edward  I  of  England  at  Elgin  on  the  28th  July,  1296, 
but  in  1313  he  espoused  the  cause  of  Scotland  and 
served  under  the  banners  of  King  Robert  Bruce,  In 
1320  he  was  the  Scottish  ambassador  to  Pope  John  XXII, 

Later  generations  of  the  family  acquired  numerous 
honors,  and  among  their  many  title-holders  were  the 
Dukes  of  Gordon,  the  Marquesses  of  Huntly,  the  Earls 
of  Sutherland,  the  Earls  of  Aberdeen  and  the  Earls  of 
Aboyne , 

John  Gordon,  Laird  of  Auchleuchrie,  was  one  of 
those  valiant  clansmen  who  followed  King  James  IV  of 
Scotland  1  on  his  fatal  march  into  England  in  1513, 

He  was  in  the  division  commanded  by  his  kinsman, 
Alexander  Gordon,  3rd  Earl  of  Huntly,  and  on  September 
9,  1513,  fought  in  the  disastrous  Battle  of  Flodden 
Field,  in  which  the  King,  an  archbishop,  a  bishop, 
twelve  earls,  fifteen  lords  and  chiefs  of  clans,  and 
thousands  of  Scots  met  their  deaths  before  the  superior 
forces  of  the  English,  Hardly  a  great  family  in  all 
of  Scotland  but  suffered  the  loss  of  one  or  more 
members  on  that  dreadful  day, 

Gordon  of  Auchleuchrie !s  great-grandson.  Sir  John 
Gordon,  Knight,  Laird  of  Pitlurg.,  represented  the 
county  of  Aberdeen  in  the  Scottish  Parliament,  His 
wife,  Isabel,  daughter  of  William,  seventh  Lord  Forbes, 
was  descended  from  an  ancient  Aberdeenshire  family, 
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One  of  her  ancestors,  Alexander,  1st  Lord  Forbes, 
married  a  granddaughter  of  King  Robert  III,  of  Scotlandf 

Robert  Gordon,  of  Pitlurg,  son  of  Sir  John  and  Lady 
Isabel  (Forbes)  Gordon,  was  educated  at  the  University 
of  Aberdeen,  and  studied  at  Paris,  He  was  requested  by 
King  Charles  I  of  England  and  Scotland  to  complete  the 
maps  which  a  certain  Timothy  Pont  had  begun  for  an  Atlas 
o'f  Scotland,  His  son,  James  Gordon,  parson  of  Rothiemay, 
a  distinguished  geographer,  compiled  a  History  of  the 
Soots1  Affairs,  for  which  Robert  the  father  wrote  an 
assay,  nRemarks  on  the  Antiquity  of  the  Scots,"  Among 
his  other  works  were  a  Latin  history  of  his  family,  and 
a  Latin  introduction  to  Bishop  Spotiswood^  History,  He 
died  in  August,  1661, 

His  eldest  son,  Robert  Gordon,  Laird  of  Pitlurg 
and  Straloch,  married  Catherine,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas 
Burnett,  Baronet,  of  Leys,  by  his  first  wife,  Margaret* 
daughter  of  Sir  Robert  Douglas,  and  granddaughter  of 
William,  9th  Earl  of  Angus,  Gordon  had  by  Catherine  at 
least  six  children,  namely i  Robert,  of  Pitlurg ;  John, 
M,D,;  Charles;  Thomas,  of  whom  wo  treat;  George;  and  ^ 
Catherine,  who  married  Robert,  2nd  Viscount  Arbuthnott, 

Thomas  Gordon,  son  of  Robert  and  Catherine 
(Burnett)  Gordon,  was  born  about  the  year  1652,  He  was 
descended  from  at  least  three  branches  of  the  House  of 
Gordon,  through  his  father,  his  mother,  and  his 
paternal  great*- grandmother  Isabel  Forbes,  He  is  des¬ 
cribed  in  some  records  as  "of  Pitlochie",  and  doubtless 
he  was  a  resident  of  that  town,  probably  at  the  time  he 
made  his  departure  for  American  shores.  Of  his  early 
life  practically  nothing  is  known.  Certain  documents 
in  the  New  Jersey  Archives  refer  to  his  having  been 
educated  at  a  university,  but  it  is  not  stated  what 
institution  of  higher  learning  he  attended. 

As  a  young  man  Gordon  became  acquainted  with 
Robert  Barclay  (1648-1690),  a  celebrated  Scottish 
Quaker  and  author  of  works  on  the  Society  of  Friends, 
the  most  famous  of  which  was  An  Apology  for  the 
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Christian  Divinity,  Thus,  Barclay  has  come  down  in 
history  as  the  "Apologist”*  A  remote  consanguinity  ex¬ 
isted  between  the  two  Scots,  Barclay  being  a  descendant 
of  the  Gordons,  Earls  of  Huntly.3  In  1682  the  province 
of  East  New  Jersey  was  acquired  by  the  Friends,  and 
Barclay  was  appointed  the  nominal  governor.  He  se¬ 
lected  as  his  deputy  and  representative  in  the  colony 
Thomas  Rudyard,  who  brought  out  the  first  shipload  of 
Scottish  settlers  in  1683;  The  proprietors  advertised 
extensively  for  prospective  settlers,  and  on  Apr*il  22, 
1684,  Thomas  Gordon  and  his  brother,  Dr.  John  Gordon, 
each  purchased  1/10  of  a  l/48  share  of  the  provine  of 
East  Jersey* 

In  the  late  summer  of  1684  Thomas  Gordon,  accomp¬ 
anied  by  his  wife,  Helen,  their  children,  and  his 
brothers  Charles  and  George,  embarked  for  America  at 
Aberdeen.  The  voyage  lasted  eight  weeks,  and  a  stormy 
and  tempestuous  one  it  was.  The  vessel  on  which  he 
and  his  family  journeyed  was  nearly  wrecked,  and  sever¬ 
al  of  the  masts  were  swept  away  as  the  ship  rolled  and 
tossed,  and  battled  the  heavy  seas*  At  length  the 
passengers  landed  at  the  Capes  of  Virginia,  boarded  a 
sloop,  and  came  up  the  Chesapeake.  Eventually,  they 
made  their  way  overland  to  Elizabetliown,  East  New 
Jersey, 

Thomas  made  his  home  on  Cedar  Brook,  approximately 
ten  miles  northwest  of  Perth  Amboy,  near  what  is  now 
called  Scotch  Plains.  In  a  letter  to  "Mr,  George 
Alexander,  Advocat  in  Edinburgh”,  he  thus  described 
his  arrival.® 

”...  Upon  the  eighteenth  day  of  November  I  and 
my  Servants  came  here  to  the  Woods,  and  8  days  there¬ 
after  my  Wife  and  Children  came  also;  I  put  up  a  Wigwam 
in  24  hours,  which  served  us  till  we  put  up  a  better 
house;  which  I  made  24  foot  long,  15  foot  wide,  con¬ 
taining  a  Hall  and  Kitchen  both  in  one,  and  a  Chamber 
and  a  Study  which  we  put  up  pretty  well  (with 
Pallissadoes  on  the  sides,  a  Shingles  on  the  roof) 
against  Yuill,  on  which  day  we  entered  home  to  it; 
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and  have  been  ever  since,  and  still  am  clearing  ground 
and  making  fencing!  ,  .  ,  I  intend  to  build  a  better 
House  and  larger,  and  to  make  a  Kitchen  of  this  I  am 
in  which  I  will  hardly  get  done  this  Summer  because  I 
resolve  to  build  upon  my  lot  at  New  Perth,  I  am 
settled  here  in  a  very  pleasant  plaoe,  upon  the  side 
of  a  brave  plain  (almost  free  of  woods)  and  near  the 
water  side,  ,  . 

Thomas  Gordon  increased  his  landed  possessibnsr: 
to  such  an  extent  that  by  May  24,  1690,  he  was  master 
of  about  1450  acres  of  land. 

On  January  20,  1685/6,  his  brother,  Charles 
Gordon,  of  Perth  Amboy,  made  his  will,  He  bequeathed 
his  books  and  mathematical  instruments  to  Thomas,  and 
made  other  legacies  to  Robert  Fullerton,  William 
Laing,  John  Barclay,  his  brother.  Dr,  John  Gordon,  and 
several  servants.  His  physician.  Dr,  Robison,  was 
authorized  to  dissect  his  body,  apparently  for  medical 
purposes.  The  will  was  proved  March  11,  1685/6, 

Hardly  had  ho  buried  his  brother,  than  Thomas 
Gordon  suffered  another  blow  in  tho  death  of  his  wife 
(December,  1687),  She  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  public 
burying  ground.  Over  her  grave  may  be  seen  to  this 
day  a  large  flagstone,  with  an  inscription  in  very 
ancient  characters,  ”with  a  skull,  crossbones,  and 
hour  glass  below  it,”^  Some  catastrophe  must  have 
overtaken  his  family,  for  about  this  time  or  shortly 
thereafter  all  of  his  children  died. 

From  the  vory  beginning  Gordon  was  active  in 
the  affairs  of  the  colony.  He  was  one  of  the  pro¬ 
prietors  named  in  Governor  Robert  Barclay’s 
Ins  tractions 11  to  Deputy- Governor  Gawen  Laurie,  dated 
from  London,  August,  1684,  The  other  proprietors 
included*  James  Drummond,  Earl  of  Perth;  John,  Lord 
Drummond,  of  Lundrie;  Robert  and  Thomas  Fullerton 
(the  brothers  of  Katharine  Fullerton,  the  first 
wife  of  Thomas’s  brother,  Dr.#  John  Gordon);  David 
Mudie;  and  James  Johnston, 


THE  GORDONS  OF  PITLURG  AND  OF  MERIC  A 


25 


The  year  1692-1693  was  a  busy  one  for  Mr ,  Gordon, 
for  he  received  the  appointments  of  Deputy  Secretary 
and  Register  for  the  East  Jersey  Proprietors,  Clerk  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Right,  Register  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  and,  with  David  Mudie  and  James  Dundas,  a 
commissioner  to  try  small  cases-.  In  1693  he  was 
appointed  Judge  of  the  Probate  Court,  and  the  following 
year  (1694)  was  named  one  of  the  officers  of  customs  at 
Perth  Amboy,  His  duties  in  the  last-named  position 
corresponded  to  those  of  a  modern  surveyor, 

Gordon  was  evidently  not  inconsolable  over  the 
death  of  his  wife,  for  in  1695,  eight  years  later,  he 
married  Janet,  the  daughter  of  the  Honorable  David 
Mudie,  of  Perth  Amboy,  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Right,  and  a  member  of  the  Governor’s  Council,  His 
children  by  Helen  having  died  young,  the  children  by 
Janet  were  destined  to  perpetuate  his  line.  They 
were  Andrew,  died  about  1777,  a  Captain  in  Col.  John 
Parker’s  Regiment  on  the  frontier  in  172  1;  Thomas, 
married  Margaret  Oliphant  and  died  June,  1784;  John, 
a  Quaker  merchant  in  New  York  City;  Mary,  married  Dr. 
John  Brown;  Euphemia,  married  John  Kearney;  and 
Margaret  married  (l)  Louis  Carree,  and  (2)  Gabriel 
Stelle , ' 

From  1695  to  1697  Gordon  was  in  England  on  govern¬ 
ment  business,  and  on  January  22,  1698,  he  received  the 
appointment  of  Attorney- General  of  the  Province  of  East 
New  Jersey,  In  1700  he  was  again  commissioned  Judge  of 
the  Probate  Court, 

*.  #  *  •  i 

Meanwhile,  East  Jersey  was  gradually  approaching 
the  end  of  its  existence  as  a  separate  government.  As 
early  as  1698  or  1699  the  Proprietors  offered  to 
surrender  their  government  to  the  Crown,  reserving 
only  certain  rights,  such  as  their  titles  to  the  land. 

In  1699  the  proprietors  of  the  sister  provine  of  West 
Jersey  joined  their  colleagues  of  the  eastern  division 
in  despatching  a  "humble"  Memorial  to  the  Lords  Chief 
Justices  of  England,  Negotiations  with  the  Home 
Government  progressed  favorably,  and  on  April  15,  1702, 
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the  twin  provines  ceased  to  exist,  and  the  provine  of 
New  Jersey  came  into  being.  Thomas  Gordon  was  one  of 
the  East  Jersey  proprietors  who  surrendered  the  govern¬ 
ment  to  the  Crown, 

As  the  first  royal  governor  of  the  new  provine 
Queen  Anne  appointed  her  cousin,  Edward  Hyde,  Viscount 
Cornbury,  who  also  bore  the  commission  of  Governor  of 
New  York, 

In  August,  1702,  Gordon  was  proposed  as  a  member 
of  Her  Majesty* s  Council,  but  was  rejected  by  the 
authorities  because  he  was  of  the  Scotch  u;.'f actions 
concerned  sundry  years’'  in  the  former  province  of  East 
Jersey  "which  brought  the  Province  into  such  Confusion 
of  Government,  Injustice  to  ye  Proprietors  and  aversion 
of  ye  Planters  &  Inhabitants." 

The  first  General  Assembly  of  the  Provine  of  New 
Jersey  was  convened  at  Perth  Amboy  by  Lord  Cornbury  on 
the  10th  of  November,  1703,  It  was  composed  of  twenty- 
three  members,  among  them  Thomas  Gordon,  who,  with 
Miles  Forster,  represented  the  town  of  Perth  Amboy, 

The  first  acts  of  Lord  Cornbury  showed  an  apparent 
desire  to  govern  in  the  interests  of  Her  Majesty* s 
subjects.  He  wisely  appointed  the  ablest  men  of  the 
province  to  positions  of  trust,  among  those  so  honored 
being  Judge  Thomas  Gordon,  who  was  made  High  Sheriff 
of  East  Jersey.  But  it  was  not  long  before  His  Lord¬ 
ship’s  true  nature  burst  through  the  clouds  of  dis¬ 
simulation  with  which  he  surrounded  himself.  His  ex¬ 
travagance,  bigotry,  debauchery,  and  oppression 
quickly  alienated  those  serious  and  sober-minded 
members  of  the  Government  who  had  at  first  been  favor¬ 
ably  disposed  towards  him.  Men  like  Samuel  Jennings'j 
and  Thomas  Gordon  and  Lewis  Morris,®  were  the  rallying 
points  of  the  opposition  party,  which  comprised  the 
powerful  proprietors  of  the  former  provines  of  East 
and  West  Jersey, 


In  1703  Gordon  was  appointed  Register  of  the 
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Council  of  Proprietors  of  East  Jersey.  All  went  well 
until  August  25,.  1705,  when  Governor  Cornbury,  i  or  pur¬ 
poses  of  his  own,  ordered  Gordon  to  deliver  the  pro¬ 
prietary  public  records  into  the  hands  of  his  hireling, 
the  provincial  secretary,  Jeremiah  Basse,  The  Register 
failed  to  do  so,  and  was  promptly  arrested  and  haled 
before  the  Governor  and  his  Council,  Gordon  very  pro¬ 
perly  declared--in  his  reply  to  the  harsh  and  aousive 
language  of  the  noble  lord— that  he  could  not  hand  over 
the  papers  until  the  proprietors  had  been  duly  notified. 
Eventually,  the  Council  of  Proprietors  were  compelled, 
under  pressure,  to  surrender  the  documents  to  Basse, 
but  the  Register’s  opposition  did  not  add  to  his 
popularity  with  the  governor, 

Cornbury  relentlessly  persecuted  the  daring  Scots¬ 
man,  imprisoned  him,  suspended  him  as  an  attorney-at- 
law,  and  caused  the  Gordon  family  to  suifer  when  the 
head  of  the  family  lost  his  livelihood. 

When  the  Assembly  was  convened  on  May  5,  1708, 
word  was  brought  that  the  Speaker,  Samuel  Jennings,  was 
ill  and  unable  to  perform  his  duties.  Gordon  was 
immediately  elected  Speaker  in  his  place.  On  may  12 
the  Assembly  delivered  an  address  to  the  Governor,  in 
which  they  recited  their  grievances,  Cornbury  was  so 
infuriated  at  this  legislative  presumption  that  he 
dissolved  the  Assembly,  and  placed  Gordon  in  confine¬ 
ment  for  fifteen  hours. 

By  this  time.  Her  Majesty’s  Government  began  to 
realize  that  Her  Majesty’s  most  noble  cousin  was  at 
loggerheads  with  Her  Majesty’s  most  loyal  subjects,  and 
that  during  the  six  years  he  had  occupied  the  executive 
chair.  Lord  Cornbury  had  done  nothing  constructive ,  but 
much  that  was  detrimental  to  the  province’s  well-being* 
In  December,  1708,  he  was  recalled,  and  no  sooner  had 
he  stepped  from  his  high  position  than  his  waiting 
creditors  pounced  upon  him  and  had  him  imprisoned  for 
debt.  Eventually,  the  viscount  was  released,  and 
returned  to  England,  where  he  succeeded  in  due  time  as 
the  third  Earl  of  Clarendon. 
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The  second  Governor  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey  was 
John,  Lord  Lovelace*  Baron  of  Hurley,  a  totally  differ¬ 
ent  man  from  his  hated  predecessor.  He  entered  upon 
his  duties  with  the  grim  determination  to  abolish  the 
many  abuses  that  had  been  left  behind  by  Cornbury,  He 
restored  Thomas  Gordon’s  right  to  practice  law,  and 
even  appointed  him  Chief  Justice  of  the  Province  of 
New  Jersey,  in  the  room  of  Cornbury’s  creature,  Roger 
Mompesson,  In  the  Assembly  convened  by  the  governor 
in  1709  Gordon  was  re-elected  Speaker, 

Lord  Lovelace  did  not  long  survive  his  appoint¬ 
ment  to  the  gubernatorial  office,  dying  in  1709,  After 
the  brief  and  unfortunate  administration  of  Lieutenant- 
Governor  Richard  Ingolds by,  the  third  royal  governor, 
Robert  Hunter,  a  scion  of  the  ancient  Scottish  house 
of  Hunterstoun,  Ayrshire,  arrived,  and  New  Jersey 
entered  upon  a  period  of  peace  and  prosperity  she  had 
not  enjoyed  since  the  twin  provinces  were  dissolved. 

Chief  Justice  Gordon  was  appointed  a  member  of 
Hunter’s  first  Council,  which  included  also  Lewis 
Morris,  William  Pinhorne,  George  Deacon,  Richard 
Townley,  Col,  Daniel  Coxe,  Peter  Sonmans,  Hugh  Huddy, 
William  Hall,  Roger  Mompesson,  Thomas  Gardiner,  and 
Col,  Robert  Quarry,  This  Council  comprised  not  only 
the  chief  proprietors  but  the  leaders  of  the  anti¬ 
proprietary  party,  in  a  commendable  effort  on  His 
Excellency’s  part  to  unite  the  opposing  factions. 

Only  a  short  time  after  Hunter’s  arrival,  Gordon 
was  appointed  Receiver-General  and  Treasurer  of  New 
Jersey, 

In  January,  1715,  complaints  were  lodged  against 
Alexander  Griffith,  Attorney- General  of  New  Jersey, 
Governor  Hunter  placed  before  the  Council  the  evidence 
proving  Griffith  to  have  been  engaged  in  undertakings 
beneath  the  dignity  of  his  office;  in  short,  he  was 
guilty  of  corruption,  and  was  even  at  that  moment 
shielding  persons  who  should  have  been  brought  before 
a  court  of  justice  to  be  tried  for  their  crimes  and 
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misdemeanors.  On  January  22,  1714/15,  Councillor  Gordon 
was  appointed  Attorney- Gene ral ,  and  his  first  task  was 
to  prosecute  certain  persons  who  were  guilty  of  contempt 
of  court  and  had  received  the  protection  of  his  dis¬ 
honored  predecessor.^ 

In  1717  Col.  Daniel  Coxe,  who  was  jealous  of 
Hunter’s  position  and  popularity,  was  the  cause  of  a 
conspiracy  against  the  governor,  which  aimed  at  the 
latter’s  deposition  and  disgrace.  The  governmental 
leaders  were  quick  to  resist  the  underhanded  methods 
employed  by  Coxe  and  his  malcontents.  Evidence  was 
collected  by  Thomas  Gordon,  John  Wills,  Thomas  Hooten, 
Francis  Davenport,  John  Anderson,  and  others,  which 
completely  vindicated  the  governor,  spread  confusion 
among  his  enemies,  and  shattered  Coxe’s  gubernatorial 
aspirations  . 

In  1719  Governor  Hunter  resigned  his  office  and 
left  for  England  amid  the  universal  regret  of  the 
provinces  he  had  ruled  so  ably.  His  successor  was  a 
relative  of  A'fcborney- General  Gordon  ’  s— the  Honorable 
William  Burnet  (1688-1729),  fourth  royal  Governor  of 
New  York  and  New  Jersey,  son  of  the  famous  Bishop  of 
Salisbury,  the  Right  Reverend  Gilbert  Burnet,  who 
was  a  descendant  of  the  Gordons  of  Lesmoir*  Gordon 
was  also  descended  (maternally)  from  the  Burnets.  The 
members  of  his  first  Council  were  Lewis  Morris, 

Thomas  Gordon,  John  Anderson,  John  Hamilton,  Thomas 
Byerly,  David  Lyell,  John  Lyell,  John  Parker,  John 
Wills,  John  Hugg,  John  Johnstone,  Jr.,  John  Reading, 

and  Peter  Bard. 

Meanwhile,  Gordon  had  been  getting  into  serious 
difficulty.  The  Assembly  had  long  enjoyed  the 
privilege  of  auditing  the  accounts  of  high  officials, 
and  in  1718  the  treasury  accounts  of  Gordon  were 
subjected  to  a  thorough  examination.  It  was  found 
that  he  was  1,070  pounds,  8  shillings,  7  pence  short. 
The  revelation  occasioned  considerable  excitement 
and  anxiety,  and  the  Assembly  demanded  that  Gordon 
be  prosecuted. 
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Gordon  was  now  nearly  seventy  years  of  age.  He  had 
occupied  with  honor  more  offices  than  the  average  ooloni 
al  politician  of  his  day.  Until  now,  no  word  against  hi 
honesty  had  been  so  much  as  breathed.  Had  he  slipped  at 
last,  now  that  he  was  getting  along  in  years?  Had  he 
actually  embezzled  the  money  belonging  to  the  province? 

Gordon's  defence  of  himself  was  cut  short  by  his 
death.  On  July  21,  1721,  he  made  his  last  will  and 
testament.  He  appointed  his  wife  Janet  the  sole  execu¬ 
trix,  He  named  his  children  and  mentioned  his  personal 
estate.  The  will  was  witnessed  by  Eliza  Parks,  Thomas 
Gordon,  Junior,  John  Gordon,  Margaret  Gordon,  and  Mary 
Gordon,  On  April  28,  1722,  Thomas  Gordon  passed  away, 
and  was  laid  to  rest  in.  Saint  Peter* s  Episcopal  Church 
at  Perth  Amboy,  Over  his  grave  was  a  Latin  inscription 
which  has  been  translated  as  follows:*^ 

nIn  hope  of  a  happy  resurrection,  here  is  deposited 
what  in  Thomas  Gordon  was  found  mortal:  Y<ho,  being 
descended  from  an  ancient  family  of  Pitlochie,  in  Scot¬ 
land,  could  have  gloried,  had  that  been  proper,  in  his 
extraction;  yet,  in  him  was  not  wanting  that  of  which 
he  might  justly  boast,  for  as  the  Secretary  of  the 
Provine  he  exerted  his  best  abilities  in  behalf  of  the 
Councils  of  State  Acceptable  to  all.  Dear  to  his  rela¬ 
tions,  a  sincere  worshipper  of  the  eternal  Diety,  he 
enjoyed  life,  and  died  with  resignation  on  the  28th  day 
of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1722,  in  the  70th 
year  of  his  age, 

,rHis  mourning  consort,  who  also  desires  to  be  in¬ 
terred  here,  has  caused  this  monument,  such  as  it  is, 
to  be  set*  He  lived  as  long  as  he  desired— as  long  as 
the  fates  appointed — Thus  neither  was  life  burdensome, 
nor  death  bitter,** 

Thomas  Gordon*s  family  had  not  lost  confidence  in 

him. 


The  matter  of  Gordon T$  accounts  dragged  on  for 
many  months*  The  Assembly  caused  so  much  furor  that 
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on  November  27,  1723,  a  group  of  persons  was  appointed 
to  press  the  charges  against  his  estate,  and  compel  his 
heirs  to  make  good  the  shortages. 

The  case  was  not  brought  to  trial  and  on  June  15, 
1725,  Mrs  *  Gordon  herself  appeared  at  Perth  Amboy  to  de¬ 
fend  her  late  husband’s  honor  and  memory  before  the 
Governor  and  his  Council,  A  committee,  consisting  of 
John  Hamilton,  John  Wills,  John  Reading,  James  Smith, 
and  James  Alexander,  was  appointed  to  study  Mrs* 

Gordon’s  side  of  the  case.  The  reasons  were  evidently 
considered  insufficient,  and  in  the  fall  of  1727  the 
case  was  at  length  tried  before  the  hew  Jersey  Supreme 
Court  and  a  committee  of  auditors  was  appointed  to  in¬ 
vestigate  carefully  Mr,  Gordon’s  accounts,  A  tnorough 
checkup  proved  that  the  late  treasurer  and  attorney- 
general  had  kept  his  accounts  "with  apparent  honesty  of 
purpose,"  but  they  contained  certain  errors  in  book¬ 
keeping,  It  was  officially  stated  that  the  total  sum 
due  the  provine  was  only  17  pounds,  7  shillings,  2 
pence.  The  Court  confirmed  the  findings,  and  Gordon’s 
heirs  promptly  paid  this  amount  to  the  provincial 
treasurer.  "Thus  the  difficulty  was  happily  settled," 
comments  a  leading  authority  on  New  Jersey’s  colonial 
history,  "and  the  memory  of  Thomas  Gordon  vindicated ,"  11 

The  remarkable  ability  exhibited  by  Chief  Justice 
Gordon  was  evidently  not  inherited  by  his  immediate 
descendants,  none  of  whom  seems  to  have  achieved 
prominence  in  local  affairs.  His  son,  Thomas,  Jr,, 
displayed  some  of  his  distinguished  father’s  erudition, 
if  we  may  judge  by  the  names  bestowed  on  three  of  his 
seven  children,  namely:  Agesilaus,  Othniel,  and 
Epenetus ,  The  name  of  Agesilaus  was  borne  by  a  King 
of  Sparta  who  invaded  Asia  in  the  4th  century  B,C,, 
while  Othniel  (signifying  "my  strength  is  God")  is  a 
character  in  the  Old  Testament.  The  writer  has  been 
unable  to  determine  the  origin  of  the  name,  Epenetus, 
who  married  John  Salter,.  ^ 
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On  the  following  page  will  be  shown  the 
original  stone  with  its  Latin  inscription,  erected 
in  1722  over  the  grave  of  Thomas  Gordon,  in  Saint 
Peter Ts  Church  Yard,  Perth  Amboy.  Following  is 
the  translation. 

In  the  hope  of  a  happy  resurrection,  here 
is  deposited  what  in  Thomas  Gordon  was 
found  mortal ;  who  descended  from  an 
ancient  family  of  Pitlurg  in  Scotland, 
could  have  glorified  had  that  been  proper 
in  his  extraction;  yet  in  him  was  not 
wanting  that  of  which  he  might  justly 
boast,  for  as  secretary  of  the  province 
he  exerted  his  best  abilities  in  behalf 
of  the  councils  of  the  State  acceptably 
to  all.  Dear  to  his  relations,  a  sincere 
worshiper  of  the  eternal  Deity,  he  en¬ 
joyed  life,  and  died  with  resignation  on 
the  28th  day  of  April  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1722,  in  the  70th  year  of  his  age. 

His  mourning  consort  who  also  desires  to 
be  buried  here,  has  caused  this  monument 
such  as  it  is,  to  be  set. 

He  lived  as  long  as  he  desired,  as 
long  as  the  fates  appointed,  thus 
neither  was  life  burdensome  nor 
death  bitter. 
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The  above  is  supposed  to  have  been  written  by  The 
Reverend  William  Skinner  of  Clan  MacGreggor,  who  was 
Rector  of  Saint  Peters  Church  in  1722. 

Mr.  Gordon’s  first  wife,  Helen  Gordon  who  came  to 
America  with  him,  died  in  1687,  and  was  buried  in  the 
old  or  public  burial  place.  Her  remains  were  later  in¬ 
terred  and  removed  to  Saint  Peters  Church  yard  and 
placed  beside  her  husband’s  *  The  inscription  is  very 
antiquated,  with  a  skull,  hour  glass  and  crossbones. 

The  lettering  is  fast  giving  away  to  the  elements  and 
soon  will  be  unreadable.  A  picture  of  the  stone  is 
shown  on  the  following  page.  Below  is  the  reading. 

An  elegy  upon  the  death  of  the  truly  vertous 
Mrs,  Helen  Gordon,  spouse  to  Thomas  Gordon, 
of  the  familie  of  Straloch  in  Scotland  died 
12  December  1687,  aged  27  years.  Calm  was 
her  death,  well  ordered  her  life,  a  pious 
mother  and  a  loving  wife.  Her  offspring  six 
of  which  four  here  do  lie  their  souls  in 
Heaven  with  hers  do  rest  on  high. 


In  1922  the  Caledonia  Society  of  Perth  Amboy 
published  this  memorial.  For  the  better  care  and 
preservation  of  these  ancient  land  marks  in  the  history 
of  this  community,  and  the  commemoration  of  the  200 
anniversary  of  the  death  of  Thomas  Gordon,  his  fellow 
countrymen,  the  members  of  the  Perth  Amboy  Caledonia 
Club,  have  decided,  with  the  consent  of  the  Vestrymen 
of  Saint  Peters  Church,  and  the  present  day  descendants 
of  Thomas  Gordon,  and  with  the  assistance  of  their 
fellow  citizens  of  Perth  Amboy,  to  suitably  enclose 
the  plot  containing  his  earthly  remains,  and  erect  a 
tablet  thereon  giving  a  brief  resume  of  his  services 
to  his  adopted  land,  that  future  generations  may  know 
what  manner  of  man  he  v/as ,  and  they  more  fully  realize 
their  indebtedness  to  him  as  one  of  the  early  pioneers 
who  sacrificing  home  ties  and  comforts,  withstood  the 
privations  and  discouragements  of  those  early  days, 
and  prepared  for  us  a  goodly  heritage,  which  we  are 


Stone  over  the  grave  of  Mrs.Helen  Gordon, first  wife 
of  Thornes  Gordon  and  who  came  with  him  to  America. 
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today  enjoying  to  the  full. 

This  marker  was  dedicated  with  proper  services  and 
the  curtain  enclosing  it  was  released  by  L.  Gordon 
Hemersley  of  New  York  City,  a  descendant. 

Two  pictures  of  the  above  is  shown  on  the  follow¬ 
ing  pages.  The  reclining  stone  is  the  original  Tomb- 
Stone  , 


Thomas  Gordon  the  Churchman 

Following  our  account  of  the  public  services  of 
Thomas  Gordon,  it  might  be  well  to  pause  and  investi¬ 
gate  his  qualities  that  enabled  him  for  nearly  40 
years  to  retain  the  respect  and  the  confidence  of  his 
neighbors  and  associates  as  he  did,  and  to  learn  some¬ 
thing  of  his  personal  character  as  well  as  of  his 
public  services. 

Our  information  is  that  he  came  from  a  deeply 
religious  family  and  early  in  life  had  been  taught  the 
elements  of  Christian  virtues  and  clean  living  in 
respect  to  God  and  his  fellow  man.  That  this  teaching 
was  not  lost  in  him  we  note  that  early  after  coming  to 
America  he  concerned  himself  v/ith  having  his  community 
served  with  facilities  for  divine  worship  and  together 
with  friends  of  like  mind  proceeded  to  apply  (as  noted 
below)  to  the  Bishop  of  London  to  send  to  the  Colony 
at  Amboy,  a  Clergyman  and  proceeded  to  incorporate 
Saint  Peters  Parish  as  the  first  Episcopal  Parish  in 
what  is  now  New  Jersey.  The  Bishop  after  consultation 
with  some  of  the  proprietors  living  in  England,  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  ordain  and  send  to  the  Colony  the  Reverend 
Edward  Portlock  as  their  minister. 

The  following  we  are  told  is  a  copy  of  that 
ancient  petition  now  resting  in  the  archives  of  Fulton 

Palace,  the  residence  of  the  Bishop  of  London, 

« 

"We  the  proprietors  of  east  Jersey  in  America,  do 
hereby  certify  your  Lordship  that  upon  due  examination 
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and  full  satisfaction,  we  have  made  choice  of  ye  bearer 
Edward  Portlock  to  serve  us  as  minister  in  the  said 
Provine  of  East  Jersey  and  for  his  good  services  will 
take  care  to  give  him  all  reasonable  encouragement  we 
can  to  his  content.  Desiring  your  Lordship  to  qualify 
for  said  service.  Given  under  our  hands  and  seal  in 
London  this  29th  day  of  March  1698.™  Signed, 

William  Dockrora,  George  Willoks,  Thomas  Gordon, 

David  Lyell. 

The  following  appears  on  the  minutes  of  the 
Proprietors,  ™ Agreed  and  ordered  that  Thomas  Gordon  do 
cause  fitt  up  one  of  the  Proprietors  houses  in  ye  town 
of  Amboy,  for  a  Court  House  and  that  it  be  done  by  ad¬ 
vice  of  Governor  Hamilton,  and  when  done  that  he  have 
an  order  on  the  receiver  general  for  reimbursement 
what  charges  he  shall  lay  out  for  the  same,”  This 
building  was  used  jointly  for  Church  and  Court  House 
until  a  new  Church  building  was  erected. 

Following  Reverend  Mr,  Portlock  Several  Clergymen 
served  the  Parish  and  we  find  a  letter  written  to  the 
Missionary  Society  in  London,  In  speaking  of  Mr,  Thomas 
Gordon,  he  says,  ™I  came  as  a  missionary  from  the 
honourable  Society  to  this  place  and  have  been  received 
with  love,  kindness  and  civility  yea  more  than  what  I 
could  reasonably  have  expected.  He  (Thomas  Gordon)  has 
regard  for  me  for  my  works  sake,  I  know  of  no  other 
consideration,.  He  is  a  most  attentive  and  considerate 
hearer,  a  grave  and  serious  communicant.  There  are  but 
few  communicants  at  most  in  Amboy,  He  and  his  wife  are 
two,  with  his  family  he  attends  the  monthly  lectures  at 
Cheesequakes  and  presents  his  children  and  slaves  to  be 
examined  in  the  Church  Catechism  and  his  example  has  a 
good  effect  on  the  country  people  about  him.  He  has  a 
good  practice  In  the  law  and  is  very  assisting  to  me 
by  his  advice  in  every  thing.  He  is  the  son  of  a  con¬ 
siderable  family  of  Pitlurg  and  Straloch  in  Scotland 
who  have  been  noted  for  their  learning  and  loyalty,™ 


A  letter  from  the  Rector  of  Saint  Peters  Church  to 


Saint  Peter’s  Church  and  Church  yard,  Perth  Amboy,  N.  J# 

Thomas  Gordon  was  one  of  the  founders,  year  1698*  First 
Episcopal  Church  in  New  Jersey# 


\\ 
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the  Bishop  of  London  states,  "It  is  with  greatest 
pleasure  that  I  can  now  assure  you  that  the  people  in 
Amboy  in  New  Jersey  have  at  length  surmounted  all  dif¬ 
ficulties  that  opposed  their  long  formed  designs  of 
building  a  fabric  for  the  service  and  worship  of  God, 
in  that  Town  and  have  already  erected  a  very  goodly 
regular  uniform  and  well  compacted  structure  in  stone 
and  brick  for  an  oratory  or  place  of  worship  there  and 
that  on  a  plot  of  ground  that  was  given  for  such  pur¬ 
pose  by  Thomas  Gordon,  George  hillocks  and  John  Bar¬ 
clay  Esq,,  who  held  as  tennants  in  common  and  jointly 
alienated,  transferred  and  conveyed  to  the  Church 
*  Wardens,  and  Vestry  of  Saint  Peters  Church,  all  their 
right,  claims  and  title  by  deeds  of  lease  and  release, 
in  trust  for  the  use  of  the  Church  aforesaid r" 

In  addition  to  the  gift  of  land  mentioned,  George 
Wi  llocks  and  give  wife  gave  additional  land  as  did 
John  Harrison  for  the  support  of  the  Parish,  To  the 
memory  of  these  liberal  benefactors,  the  Parish 
erected  in  1825  a  tablet  in  the  Church  bearing  this 
inscription. 

This  Tablet 

is  designed  to  express  the  gratitude 
of  the  congregation  of  Saint  Peters 
Church  of  this  City,  to  the  bene¬ 
factors  of  said  Church  whose  names 
follow. 

George  Willocks  who  died  in  1729, 

Margaret  Willocks,  his  wife,  who 
died  in  1722 , 

Thomas  Gordon  who  died  in  1722 , 

They  loved  the  habitation  of  GodTs 
house  and  the  place  where  his 
honour  dwelleth. 


Erected  A,D,  1825 
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Upon  the  celebration  of  the  225th  Anniversary  of 
the  Parish,  The  Rector,  The  W*  Northy  Jones,  composed 
a  hymn  for  the  occasion  as  follows: 

On  the  walls  of  St,  Peter’s  the  ivy  vine  grows 
And  it  shoots  out  its  tendrils  wherever  it  goes. 

While  it  clings  to  the  brick  and  the  stone; 

And  the  cold  of  the  winter,  its  ice  and  its  snow 
Is  not  able  to  kill  it  or  make  it  let  go. 

For  it  cleaves  like  the  flesh  to  the  bone*. 

Round  the  walls  of  St,  Peter fs  the  church  yard  extends 
And  buried  within  it,  saints,  heroes  and  friends 
Have  found  their  last  earthly  abode  , 

How  they  faced  their  temptations  and  won  in  the  fight l 
And  now  they  are  counted  as  children  of  light. 

For  they  reaped  what  in  life  they  had  sowed. 

In  the  walls  of  Stf  Peter1 s  is  broken  the  bread 
Where  angels,  archangels,  our  own  sainted  dead 
Join  with  us  in  worship  to  God: 

The  Pastors  and  peoples  long  since  in  their  grave. 

Who  once  used  to  worship  in  chancel  and  nave. 

Now  again  lift  their  hearts  to  the  Lord. 

0  Church  of  St.  Peter  with  churchyard  so  near, 

Tftiere  all  who  ’  ve  departed  in  God’s  f either  and  God’s 
fear 

Where  entombed  in  the  fast  Grumbling  mold: 

May  their  life  and  example  not  given  in  vain, 

Enkindle  the  fervor  of  love  once  again 
In  hearts  that  are  lukewarm  and  cold, 

0  Church  of  St.  Peter  whose  heart  is  a  shrine 
Where  men  come  to  feast  at  a  banquet  divine, 

On  the  Body  and  Blood  of  the  Lord, 

May  new  sons  and  new  daughters  be  raised  unto  thee 
Who  will  in  this  feast  the  deep  mystery  see 
Of  the  love  and  the  power  of  God, 

0  church  of  St,  Peter,  with  ivy  twined  wall. 

As  we  now  those  worthies  and  heroes  recall, 
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Tablet  erected  in  1922,  commemorating  the  200  anniversary  of  the  death  of  Thomas  Gordon 
Erected  by  the  Perth  Amboy  Caledonia  Society  in  Saint  Peters  Church  yard,  Perth  Amboy* 
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Who  once  in  thine  house  used  to  be, 

May  the  love  and  devotion  they  had  for  thy  shrine 
Make  us  cleave  as  the  tendrils  put  forth  by  the  vine 
With  a  loyal  attachment  to  thee. 

All  Saints  Day  1923, 

The  writer  was  happy  to  be  present  at  the  celebra** 
tion  of  the  225th  Anniversary  of  St.  Peter’s  advent  as 
a  Parish,  and  strange  as  it  may  appear,  was  the  only^ 
representative  of  the  Gordon  family,  who  were  so  active 
in  its  formation. 

Services  began  with  the  celebration  of  the  Holy 
Eucharist  in  the  morning.  Evening,  a  banquet,  in  the 
parish  house  with  some  300  present,  Addresses  by 
Rt,  Revd.  Thomas  F,  Gaylor,  President  National  Council, 
Dr.  John  W.  Wood  and  Dr.  William  C,  Sturgis,  Executive 
and  Educational  Secretaries  of  the  National  Council, 

The  next  day,  Friday,  a  choir  festival  was  held 
in  the  evening  in  the  church,  composed  of  four  choirs. 
Trinity  Church  Cranford,  Holy  Cross  Church  Plainfield, 
St.  Luke’s  Church,  Roselle  and  the  choir  of  St 
Peters  under  the  leadership  of  Mr,  Maxwell  Mackichael, 
choir  master  and  organist  of  St,  Peters,  Miss  Flor¬ 
ence  E,  Sanson  of  Roselle  gave  an  organ  recital, 

Sunday,  November  4th,  began  with  the  celebration 
.  •  of  the  Holy  Eucharist,  Bishop  Paul  Mathews  Celebrant,  ■ 
and  the  Reverend  Dr.  C.  Rockford  Stetson,  Rector 
Trinity  Church  New  York,  giving  the  historical  address. 
The  choir  had  been  greatly  augmented  by  solo  voices 
and  the  music  throughout  the  day  was  exceptional, 

Dr.  Stetson  gave  a  historical  resume  of  the  salient 
features  of  the  history  of  the  parish  since  its  found¬ 
ing  in  1698,  touching  more  especially  on  those  inci¬ 
dents  in  the  history  of  Trinity  Church  New  York  and 
the  history  of  St.  Peters  where  they  had  a  common 
interest  and  where  they  were  associated.  A  four  o'- 
o’clock  service  was  presided  .over  by  Bishop  Edwin  $, 
Lines,  the  Bishop  of  Newark, 
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The  chief  address  of  the  afternoon  was  given  by 
His  Excellency  George  S.  Silzer,  the  .Governor  of  New 
Jersey.  At  this  session  a  memorial  tablet  was  un¬ 
veiled  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  McKean  by  the  New  Jersey  Medi¬ 
cal  Association  of  which  Dr.  McKean  was  the  founder. 

Dr.  McKean  was  a  former  rector  of  this  parish.  At  the 
close  of  this  service,  the  ladies  of  the  parish  served 
tea  in  the  parish  house  where  were  exhibited  colonial 
and  antique  objects  of  art,  furniture,  manuscripts  and 
historic  treasures  of  the  parish  including  colonial 
prayer  books,  the  minute  book  of  1718  and  the  parish 
communion  silver.  Very  interesting  exhibit. 

On  Monday  there  was  a  joint  meeting  of  the  Plain- 
field  Clericus  and  the  Church  Coast  Club,  two  clerical  . 
associations  of  the  northern  half  of  the  diocese.  The 
Right  Rev.  Albion  Knight,  recently  elected  Biship 
Coadjutor  of  the  diocese,  presided.  Speeches  were 
also  made  by  two  clergy  of  the  Hungarian  Reformed 
Church,  by  a  Greek  priest,  and  a  Greek  archbishop,  by 
the  Russian  priest  of  the  Orthodox  Church  in  Perth 
Amboy,  by  a  Slovak  priest  and  by  Dr,  Wilbert  Webster, 
pastor  of  the  local  Methodist  church. 

On  Tuesday  evening  a  historic  pagent  was  given  in 
which  the  different  colonial  parishes  were  personified 
by  the  young  women  of  the  parish.  The  rector  Dr.  Jones 
had  composed  the  lines  of  the  pageant,  writing  them  in 
blank  verse,  except  the  history  of  three  parishes, 
which  were  written  by  Mrs.  Jennings  of  Shrewsbury, 
Impersonations  were  as  follows. 

1.  St,  Peter’s  Perth  Amboy.  1698  Miss  Sarah  M.  Jones. 

2.  St.  Mary’s  Burlington.  1702  Miss  Edith  M.  Dieker, 

3.  Christ  Church,  Shrewsbury,.  1702  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Powers 

4.  Christ  Church, Middle  town,  1702  Mrs,  Mary  Starks, 

5.  Trinity,  Woodb ridge,  1702  Miss  Carolyne 

Valentine , 

6.  St.  John’s  Elizabeth,  1703  Miss  Louise  Tomsett. 

7.  St,  James,  Piscataway  Town. 1704  Miss  Inez  Brown. 

8.  St,  Michael’s  Trenton.  1706  Miss  Elizabeth  Cox, 

9.  St,  Andrews  Amwell 

now  Lambertsville  1716  Miss  Helen  Aschenberg 
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10,  St.  John's  Salem 

11,  Christ  Church  Allentow», 

12,  St,  Peter's  Freehold, 

13,  St,  Andrew's  Mt.  Holly. 

14,  Christ  Church,  New 

Brunswich 

15,  St,  Peter's  Spotswood, 

16,  St.  Peter's  Clarksboro. 


1725  Miss 
1730  Miss 
1736  Miss 

1742  Miss 

1743  Miss 

1766  Miss 
1770  Miss 


Florence  Booth. 
Laura  Biller 
Vivian  Pederson* 
Gertrude  Martin, 
Elizabeth  Paul 

Marie  Brown. 

Ella  Brown. 


Miss  Jennings  of  Shrewsbury  impersonated  Mother  Church, 

Thus  ended  one  of  the  most  important  events  in  the 
history  of  the  parish. 


Will  of  Janet  Mudie  Gordon,  widow  of  Thomas  Gordon 
Esq,  dated  December  8th,  1744,  as  follows,  MUDIE  son 
of  my  son  Andrew  Gordon,  LEWIS  CARREE  son  of  my  daughter 
Margaret  Stelle,  JOHN  son  of  my  daughter  Mary  Brown, 
Granddaughter  KATHERINE  KEARNEY,  grandson  THOMAS  STELLE 
at  age  21,  Reverend  WILLIAM  SKINNER  of  Perth  Amboy,  26 
English  Pounds  each,  CATHERINE  LYEL,  my  tea  furniture, 
MRS,  JAMES  LYELL,  my  dressing  table. 

Will  of  David  Mudie,  father  of  Mrs.  Thomas  Gordon, 
merchant  and  miller  of  Perth  Amboy,  It  appears  that  he 
did  not  bring  his  entire  family  to  America  which  ex¬ 
plains  his  bequests  to  his  children  in  Scotland,  1695 
February  18th,  To  children,  James,  Isobell.,  Christian, 
Elizabeth,  John  to  have  the  real  and  personal  property 
in  Europe,  Marsare^>  Anne,  Janet,  wife  of  Thomas 
Gordon,  Katherine  and  Mary  to  have  the  American  property 
Daughter  Jean  Strachen  mentioned  as  having  been  provided 
for.  Executor:  Thomas  Gordon,  application  March  6,  1695, 

George  Gordon,  brother  of  Thomas  Gordon  who  came 
with  him  to  America  and  died  in  1685,  Following  is  his 
will,  Gives  to  Thomas  Gordon  brother,  printed  books 
and  mathematical  instruments,  Charles  Gordon,  Robert 
Fullerton,  William  Laing  and  John  Barclay,  Lignum-Vitae 
punch  bowl  and  silver  tumbler.  Doctor  Robies on  may  have 
my  body  for  dissection.  Brother  Sir  John  Gordon  in 
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Scotland  residuary  legatee.  1685  March  8th,  bond  of 
John  Barclay  and  William  Laing  approved  as  executors. 

In  1702  good  Queen  Anne  ascended  the  throne,  and 
prospects  for  the  Church  both  in  the  Colonies  and  in 
the  home  land  seemed  most  encouraging.  The  Queen  was 
a  devout  Christian  and  an  ardent  supporter  of  her 
Church.  Had  her  life  been  prolonged  and  her  reign 
longer,  we  undoubtedly  would  have  had  Bishops  in 
America  much  sooner  than  we  did. 

About  this  time  was  organized  The  Society  for  the 
propagation  of  the  Gospel  which  directed  its  efforts 
in  behalf  of  the  Churches  in  the  various  English 
Colonies , 

During  Queen  Anne f S" reign  she  gave  to  the  Parish 
a  communion  silver  service  set  which  has  been  care¬ 
fully  preserved  down  to  the  present  day  and  is  one  of 
the  tender  ties  that  links  this  generation  with  that 
of  long  ago.  This  set  was  received  about  1706  and  con 
sists  of  the  following  pieces. 

One  Chalice,  height  7  l/2  inches.  Paten  cover,  5 
inches  diameter.  Four  marks*  I  Brittania.  2  Lions 
head  crowned,  3  Old  English  capital  G  and  small  i, 
(makers  mark),  4  London  date  letter  for  1705-1708, 
Courthand  inscription  on  each,  Annae  Reginae,  made 
by  'William  Gibson,  Corey  Lane,  London,  who  first 
registered  his  mark  April  1697. 

One  Paten  4  3/4  inches,  diameter,  four  marks, 

1  Brittania.. 

2  Lions  Head,  3  Pa  in  shaped  shield  (makers  mark), 

4  London  date  letter  F,  from  1721  to  1722, 

Credence  Paten  8  l/4  inches  diameter.  Only  marks  B,R. 
in  a  circle  twice  repeated,  a  similar  Paten  in  possess 
ion  of  Trinity  Church,  New  York  evidently  of  Queen 
Anne  period. 

Flagon  11  inches  high,  only  mark  8,  S.  in  a  square. 
Probably  given  at  a  later  date  since  a  baptismal 
bason  with  the  same  mark  is  at  Saint  Georges  Church 
L#Ir  inscribed  1735, 
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Along  with  the  early  history  of  the  Parish  we  have  en¬ 
deavored  to  show  Thomas  Gordon,  the  man,  the  stateman 
and  the  Christian  gentleman,  exemplifying  hy  his  daily 
life  those  traits  of  character  that  abide  forever* 

Could  any  one  doubt  but  that  a  land  peopled  by  such 
examples  of  Industry,  Intelligence,  Honesty  and  Worth 
would  eventually  become  the  land  of  the  free  and  the 
refuge  of  the  oppressed  of  all  nations, 

Thomas  Gordon  dieing  in  1722  ends 

his  long  connection  with  the  Parish, 

Vfe  will  now  proceed  to  give  as  full  a  history  as 
can  be  had  at  this  date,  of  the  descendants  of  Thomas 
Gordon,  This  may  not  be  very  complete  for  many  who 
should  be  interested  in  such  matters  show  by  their  lack 
of  furnishing  data  asked  a  lack  of  cooperation  without 
which  no  satisfactory  history  can  be  written.  To  those 
who  have  responded  we  wish  to  express  our  gratitude  and 
trust  that  in  reading  the  result  of  our  investigations, 
they  may  feel  fully  compensated  for  their  efforts  to 
make  this  worthy  of  their  assistance* 
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THOMAS  GORDON T  S  CHILDREN 


It  is  rather  unusual  to  find  after  a  lapse  of  so 
many  years  as  complete  a  record  of  his  children  as  we 
shall  show*  Andrew,  Thomas  11,  John,  Mary,  Euphemia, 
Margaret . 


ANDREW  AND  HIS  DESCENDANTS 

A  Captain  in  Colonal  Parkers  Regiment.  Lived  in 
Freehold,  New  Jersey,  Married  Ann  Rescarrick  (widow  of 
Henry  Moore)  sister  of  George  Rescarrick  of  Perth  Amboy* 
His  will  dated  February  21,  1774  as  follows.  Andrew 
Gordon  of  south  ward  of  Perth  Amboy  Middlesex  Co.  N.  J. 
Yeoman,  to  my  grandson  John  Vankirk,  Jr,,  son  of  my 
daughter  Anne  deceased,  all  my  lands  in  the  said  south 
ward  and  my  water  front  lot  in  Perth  Amboy,  which  I  had 
by  will  of  my  father  Thomas  Gordon, 

To  Mary  Moore,  daughter  of  my  late  wife  Anne  de¬ 
ceased,  all  my  right  to  a  mortgage  given  by  Henry  Moore* 
deceased  to  Anthony  Hunter  of  New  York,  which  I  have 
since  paid  to  the  Executors  of  said  Hunter,  and  I  also 
give  her  my  right  to  land  in  Windsor,  which  is  now  in 
her  possession..  When  the  heirs  of  John  Vankirk,  Jr. 
shall  be  extinct,  then  the  lands  I  have  given  him  are 
to  be  the  property  of  Mary  Moore,  daughter  of  Henry 
Moore,  deceased.  Executors:  Grand  Son  John  Vankirk*  Jr#, 
M:ary  Moore,  daughter  of  my  late  wife  Anne  Gordon  and 
Rescarrick  Moore.  Inventory  made  by  John  Barclay  and 
James  Potts.  151  English  pounds,  14  Shillings, 

Children:  Anne  married  John  Vankirk  of  Cranberry.  Had 
son  John  Jr,  Rescarrick:  died  August  19,  1746  at  Cran¬ 
berry,  N,  J,  Christ  Church,  register  Shrewsbury  Parish 
register,  Helen,  Baptized  1742,  daughter  of  Andrew 
Gordon  of  Cranberry,  Saint  Marys  Church  register 
Burlington,  N,  J.  We  have  no  further  records  of  his 
family. 
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In  the  will  of  Thomas  Gordons  widow,  she  mentions 
a  grandson,  Mudie,  of  whom  we  can  find  no  trace  and  who 
must  have  died  young* 

MARGARET  GORDON 

Oldest  daughter  of  Thomas  Gordon,  married  first, 
Louis  Caree,  a  French  Huguenot*  He  was  a  shipping  mer¬ 
chant*  They  had  one  child,  Louis  Caree,  Jr.,  who  died 
in  the  West  Indies  leaving  no  issue*  Margaret  Gordon 
married  second,  Gabriella  Stelle.  He  was  born  in  1685, 
died  1738.  Vestryman  St*  Peters  Church  1737-8,  Their 
daughter,  Margaret  Stelle,  married  1755,  Andrew  Hammers- 
ley,  son  of  William  Hammersley,  an  officer  of  the 
British  Navy,  who  came  to  New  York  in  1716  and  became  a 
Vestryman  of  Trinity  Church.  Andrew  Hammersley  was  a 
merchant  in  New  York  City  also,  and  Alderman  of  the  City 
of  New  York  and  Vestryman  of  Trinity  Church  New  York, 
They  had  five  children, 

William  James  Hammersley,  born  December  28,  1808, 
died  May  1877.  Married  Laura  Sophia  Cooke  (bom, 

March  18,  1805,  died  1869),  daughter  of  Oliver  Dudley 
Cooke,  a  Congregational  minister*  William  James 
Hammersley  was  a  publisher  in  Hartford,  as  early  as 
1833  and  published  many  school  books  famous  in  their 
day.  He  was  twice  Mayor  of  Hartford,  1853-4,  1862-4,, 
died  1853*  Louis  Caree  Hammersley  I  Married  Elizabeth 
Finney,  born  1781,  died  1870*  Thomas  Hammersley, 
Lucretia  Hammersley,  Elizabeth  Hammersley* 

William  James  Hammersley  had  one  son,  William 
Hammersley,  who  was  born  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  September 
9,  1838,  Died  1920*  Married  first,  Cynthia,  daughter 
of  Henry  Williams  of  Painsville,  Ohio,  second  Jane, 
daughter  of  John  Allen  of  Old  Saybrook  and  his  wife, 
Mary  Ann  Phelps,  October  1882.  Prepared  for  college 
at  the  Hopkins  Grammar  School  in  Hartford;  member  of 
the  class  of  1857  Trinity;  M*A*  1863;  L*L*D*  1893; 

Psi  Upsilon;  Harvard  Law  School  1859;  Conn,  bar  1859; 
Trustee  Trinity  College  1881  to  1917;  Lecturer  on  Law 
there,  1874  to  1900;  member  of  the  Court  of  Common 
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Council  1863;  Vice  President  1866;  President  1867;  City 
Attorney  1865-8;  States  Attorney  1868-1888-1894, 
Associate  Justice  of  Conn.  Supreme  Court  of  Erros; 
Justice  of  the  Superior  Court  1893-4.  Retired  from 
Supreme  Court  of  Errors  in  1908  on  reaching  age  limit. 
Member  of  Conn,  house  of  Representatives  1886,  His 
son,  William  James  Hammer ley,  II,  was  born  at  Old 
Saybrook  August  25,  1887*  Class  of  1909  Trinity  College, 
Harvard  Law  School  1912,  Member  of  the  Conn,  house  of 
Representatives  1917,  Served  on  expedition  to  Mexican 
border  in  1916  with  Troop  B,  1st.  Conn.  Cavalry.  1917 
Judge  Advocate  of  Conn^  National  Guard  with  rank  of 
Major,  He  married  Dec ^  @tfa|  1916,  Emily  Brace  Collins, 
daughter  of  Atwood  and  Mary  Buell  (Brace)  Collins,  He 
died  October  12,  1918  leaving  but  one  child,  Jane  Gordon 
Hammersley,  bom  September  12,  1917,  Graduate  of  Vassar, 
1938, 

JOHN  GORDON 

Son  of  Thomas  and  Janet  Mudie  Gordon,  was  born  at 
Perth  Amboy  and  resided  there  until  1745  when  he  moved 
to  West  Chester  Co,,  New  York,  His  father  the  day  be¬ 
fore  he  died  gave  him  one-half  of  his  plantation  on  the 
Rariton  River,  in  liew  of  any  further  claim  on  his 
estate.  In  1735  we  find  that  he  conveyed  to  John  Dear 
of  Perth  Amboy  a  certain  tract  of  land  as  follows: 

tlBeing  his  moiety  or  proportion  of  a  large  tract  of 
land  which  was  patented  by  Thomas  Gordon  his  father  and 
now  in  the  occupancy  of  Janet  Mudie  Gordon  his  Widow, 
John  Gordon  of  West  Chester  Co.,  New  York  coordinator 
to  Andrew  Gordon  of  Perth  Amboy  wherein  Janet  Mudie 
Gordon  the  mother  of  said  parties  by  will  dated  Decem¬ 
ber  8,  1744,  did  give  and  devise  a  certain  plantation 
to  the  said  John  Gordon,  he  now  reconveys  the  same  to 
his  brother  Andrew  Gordon,” 

John  Gordon  was  a  Quaker  and  we  have  records 
showing  that  in  1752  he  still  resided  in  West  Chester 
County,  New  York,  but  we  have  no  data  regarding  his 
descendants , 
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MARY  GORDON 

Daughter  of  Thomas  and  Janet  Mudie  Gordon  was 
born  in  Perth  Amboy  and  we  find  that  on  July  9,  1729 
she  was  married  to  Doctor  John  Brown,  Jr  *  of  Burling-* 
ton,  New  Jersey*  We  are  unable  to  obtain  any  further 
data  of  this  branch  of  the  family,  but  there  are  in 
and  around  Burlington  several  of  the  Brown  family 
whose  first  name  is  John  and  it  may  be  that  they  are 
descended  from  Dr*  John  Jr,  and  Mary  Gordon  Brown* 

EUPHEMIA  GORDON 

Daughter  of  Thomas  and  Janet  Mudie  Gordon,  was 
born  at  Perth  Amboy,  New  Jersey  and  married  John 
Kearney  of  Monmouth  County ,  New  Jersey  *  They  had  one 
child,  a  daughter  named  Katherine  Kearney,  but  we  can 
trace  the  Kearney  family  no  further. 

However,  we  find  that  on  October  19,  1751,  a 
marriage  license  was  issued  for  the  marriage  of  Henry 
Leonard  of  Monmouth  County  to  Arabella  Euphemia 
Kearney.  The  name  Euphemia  would  indicate  relation¬ 
ship  as  that  name  was  not  a  name  much  in  use  in  America 
and  doubtless  was  given  to  the  original  Euphemia 
Gordon  by  her  father  Thomas  Gordon  in  honor  of  some 
one  of  his  Scott  relatives* 

THOMAS  GORDON  II 

Son  of  Thomas  and  Janet  Mudie  Gordon,  was  born 
at  Perth  Amboy,  New  Jersey  in  1696  and  died  in  June 
1784  at  Amwell  Hunterdon  County,  N*  J.,  and  is  buried 
in  the  Episcopal  buriel  ground  there*  He  married 
first  Margaret  Oliphant,  born  April  1709*  She  was 
baptized  in  the  Old  Dutch  Church,  Staten  Island, 

April  19,  1709.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Duncan 
Oliphant  and  Marry  Garrison,  of  Amwell,  and  a  grand¬ 
daughter  of  The  Revorend  John  Oliphant  who  came  from 
Scotland  to  Perth  Amboy  in  1685, 

The  Oliphants  were  of  a  very  ancient  and  noted 
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family  in  Scotland  dating  tack  to  King  David  I  of  Scot¬ 
land  at  the  seige  of  Winchester,  in  1141  David  OliphpO 
was  appointed  Justicair,  the  highest  office  save  the 
Crown#  Later  a  descendant.  Sir  William  Oliphant 
married  Elizabeth,  youngest  daughter  of  King  Robert 
Bruce  and  Elizabeth  de  Burgh,  through  which  marriage 
many  of  the  Oliphants  trace  their  descent.  Thus, 
through  this  marriage  was  combined  two  very  noted  and 
distinguished  families  who  took  up  their  task  of  help¬ 
ing  to  make  America  the  land  as  we  know  it  at  this 
date  . 


It  is  most  satisfying  to  note  that  their  descen¬ 
dants  have  kept  the  faith  instilled  in  them  through 
many  generations  of  God  fearing  ancestors,  have  been 
prominently  identified  with  all  movements  for  the  up¬ 
building  of  their  adopted  land,  and  have  assisted  in 
making  it  "the  land  of  the  free”,  Thomas  Gordon  was  a 
prime  mover  in  the  establishment  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  at  Amwell  and  gave  the  ground  surrounding  it  for 
a  burial  ground,  where  he  and  his  wife  are  resting.  The 
Church  above  mentioned  has  been  abandoned, 

Thomas  Gordon  married  for  his  second  wife,  Mary 
Leovy,  Con  May  9,  1782.  The  ceremony  was  performed  in 
St,  Michaels  Church  Trenton, 

Of  Thomas  Gordon* s  children  we  have  little  in¬ 
formation,  beyond  the  three  which  will  be  mentioned. 

It  is  hardly  to  be  supposed  that  in  those  days  of  large 
families  they  should  have  but  three  children,  but 
after  careful  investigation  no  more  have  been  found, 
Agisyles,  son  of  Thomas  and  Margaret  Gordon  was 
baptised  Christ  Church  Shrewsbury,  May  28,  1747,  While 
he  is  mentioned  in  Thomas  Gordon Ts  will  of  June  29, 
1779,  no  further  trace  of  him  nor  his  descendants  have 
been  found. 


Euphenetus 

Daughter  of  Thomas  and  Margaret  Gordon,  born 
-  married  John  Salter.  They  had  one  daughter,  Anne 
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who  married  Issac  G.  Snedecker  of  Cranberry,  New  Jersey, 
Their  daughter,  Margaret  Champion  Snedecker,  married 
James  Buckelew,  December  12,  1829,  They  had  a  son, 
Issac  F,  Buckelew  of  Jamestown  and  Camden,  New  Jersey, 
who  married  S,  Matilda  Combs,  Their  children  as 
follows  , 

James  Buckelew, 

Mary  T,  Buckelew, 

Katherine  C,  Buckelew  married  R,  0,  Hoover, 

Ellen  Cannon  Buckelew,  unmarried, 

Franklin 

Son  of  Thomas  and  Margaret  Gordon,  born  Hunterdon 
County,  N,  J.,  died  July  6,  1793,,  buried  in  Hunterdon 
County,  Married  first,  Pamelia  Izor  by  whom  he  had 
the  following  children, 

Othniel,  married  Marth  Heath,  daughter  Captain  John 
Heath,  Born  July  21,  1773,  died  March  14,  1826,  who 
had  the  following  children: 

John  born  October  18,  1797,  married  Cath,  Case  of 
Sergentsvi lie,  N,  J, 

Thomas,  born  1799,  married  Amy  Tice, 

Charlotte,  born  1801, 

Pamelia  born  1803,  married  Benj  .  Heath,  moved  to  Dela¬ 
ware  County,  Ohio, 

Franklin,  born  August  1805,  married  Mary  Dalrymple. 

Died  1879, 
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OLIPHANT  GENEALOGY 

Since  the  marriage  of  Thomas  Gordon  II  with 
Margaret  Oliphant  joins  two  ancient  and  noted  Scottish 
families,  it  seems  pertinent  at  this  point  to  give  the 
Oliphant  genealogy  with  that  of  the  Gordon, 

The  ancient  family  of  Oliphant  was  of  Norman 
origin.  It  was  first  found  in  England  in  Northampton¬ 
shire,  where  they  were  land  owners  of  record, 

David  Oliphant  (Olifard) 

Yfas  the  God  Son  of  King  David  I  of  Scotland,  He  was 
secretary  to  the  King  David  after  the  rout  of  the  forces 
Of  Matilda  at  Winchester  in  1141,  He  had  a  Son 

David  Oliphant  II . 

Who  had  a  Son 

Sir  Walter  Oliphant,  died  1249, 

Who  had  a  Son 

Sir  Walter  Oliphant  II,  died  after  1260, 
Who  had  a  Son 

Sir  William  Oliphant,  died  Feb,  6,  1329, 
Who  had  a  Son 

Sir  Walter  Oliphant,  who  married  Eliza¬ 
beth,  youngest  daughter  of  King  Robert  Bruce, 

Who  had  a  Son 

Sir  Walter  Oliphant,  of  Aberdalgie,  who 
married  Mary  Erskine,  daughter  of  Sir  Robert  Erskine 
of  Erskine, 

Who  had  a  Son 

Sir  John  Oliphant,  who  was  Knighted  by 
King  Robert  II.  He  died  in  1420.  He  married  a  daughter 
of  Sir  William  Borthwick, 
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Who  had  a  Son 

Sir  William  Oliphant,  who  was  one  of 
the  hostages  for  the  ransom  of  King  James  I  in  1424, 
He  married  Isabel,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Stewart, 

Who  had  a  Son 

Sir  John  Oliphant,  of  Aberdalgy,  who 
married  Isabel  Igilvy. 

Who  had  a  Son 

Sir  Laurence  Oliphant,  who  married 
Isabel,  daughter  of  Earl  William  Hay  of  Errol,  Sir 
Laurenoe  died  in  1531* 

Who  had  a  Son 

Sir  John  Oliphant  II,  Lord  Oliphant, 
who  married  Lady  Isabel,  daughter  of  Colin  Campbell, 
1st  Duke  of  Argyle,  Died  1516, 

Who  had  a  Son 

Colin  Oliphant,  who  fought  his  brother, 
William  on  the  field  of  Flodden  1513,  Both  were 
killed. 


Who  had  a  Son 

Sir  Laurence  Oliphant,  3rd  Lord  Oliphant, 
who  married  Margaret  Sandilands,  oldest  daughter  of 
James  Sandilands  of  Crovie,  He  died  in  1566, 

Who  had  a  Son 

Sir  Laurence  Oliphant,  born  1529, 
married  Margaret  Hay,  1552,  She  was  the  daughter  of 
George  Hay,  7th  Earl  of  Errol.  Their  daughter  Jean 
married  Alexander  Bruce  of  Cutmalindie,  Both  were 
descendants  of  King  Robert  Bruce, 


William  Oliphant  of  Gask, 
was  a  brother  of  Colin  Oliphant  (mentioned  above) 
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Who  had  a  Son 

Laurence  Oliphant,  of  Gashk,  who  in  1606 
married  Lillian  Graham,  daughter  of  Patrick  Graham 
of  Inchbraikie. 


■Who  had  three  Sons 
Sir  Laurence,  William,  and  Patrick, 

Sir  Laurence  the  oldest  married  Lillian  Oliphant  in 
1634.  She  was  the  only  child  of  Patrick  Oliphant, 
6th  Lord  Oliphant. 


Who  had  a  Son 

Patrick  Oliphant,  who  married  Margaret 
Murray  and  was  practically  disinherited  in  conse- 
wuence.  Died  in  1694, 

Who  had  three  Sons 
Laurence,  James,  and  Thomas. 

Note:  -  Sire  Laurence  and  Lillian  Oliphant  were  the 
parents  of  six  sons  and  three  daughters.  Their  names 
have  not  been  found  by  the  writer.  It  may  have  been 
that  he  was  the  ancestor  of  Duncan  Oliphant  who  came 
to  New  Jersey  in  1680,  (W.R.C.) 

Reverend  John  Oliphant 

was  born  in  Scotland  and  came  to  Perth  Amboy,  New 
Jersey  in  1685.  He  is  supposed  to  be  either  the 
father  or  grandfather  of  Duncan  Oliphant  mentioned 
later , 


Duncan  Oliphant 

was  born  in  Scotland  about  1660.  He  came  to  America 
in  1680,  He  was  one  of  the  landed  proprietors  and  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  Province  of  East  Jersey,  He 
lived  in  Amwell  Twp.  Hunterdon  County,  where  he  was 
the  owner  of  a  large  plantation,  He  married  Mary 
Garrison,  It  is  not  known  if  they  were  married  in 
Scotland  before  coming  to  America,  or  after  coming 
here.  No  record  of  their  marriage  is  shown  in  the 
early  New  Jersey  marriage  records. 
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Who  had  a  Son 

David  Oliphant,  (also  a  daughter  Margaret 
who  married  Thomas  Gordon  II ) ,  Ho  was  bom  on  the 
plantation  known  as  Oliphant  Mills,  March  1,  1713. 

He  married  Ann  Lee  on  ~ ^  daughter  of 

“  -  - — --  Lee.  David  Oliphant  was  a  man  of  great 

wealth  and  was  actively  engaged  in  the  activities  of 
his  new  home.  He  was  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  and  quarter  sessions  as  late  as  1764.  Died, 
September  21,  1774. 

Who  had  a  Son 
Captain  John  Oliphant 

born  at  Oliphant  Mils,  November  10,  1739.  Died  there 
September  21,  1804.,  Married  Mary  Shinn,  June  25,  1764 
Ho  spent  vast  sums  in  outfitting  men  for  the  Revolution 
and  served  from  the  beginning  until  April  9,  1777.  He 
was  discharged  for  disability. 

Who  ha.d  a  Son 
David  Oliphant 

married  Mary  McDonald,  daughter  of  - - - - - - — -  . 

Who  had  a  Son 
Selah  Hubbs  Oliphant 

who  married  Thomas  Jefferson  Falkenburg.  They  resided 
at  Jersey  City,  New  Jersey, 

Who  had  a  Daughter 
Lida  Oliphant  Falkenburg 

who  married  Charles  McCaughey  Somes  December  20,  1899, 
bom  at  Rockford,  Illinois,  Mr,  Somes  died  in  1936, 
and  Mrs.  Somes  makes  her  home  in  New  York  City, 

For  an  extended  record  of  the  McCaughey  family, 
seo  the  McCaughey  family  history  prepared  by  Dr,  7.R, 
Cooper,  3829  Baltimore,  Kansas  City,  Missouri, 
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Much  of  the  above  information  has  been  procured  by 
Dr.  Cooper  from  various  sources  after  long  research. 


Will  of  Thomas  Gordon  2nd  of  Amwell  Twp,  Date  6/29, 
1779  probated  6/24,  1784,  names  Son  Franklin  Gordon  of 
Hunterdon  County,  Grandsons,  Othniel  and  Thomas,  sons 
of  his  son  Franklin,  Agisyles,  Son  Franklin  elected  as 
Administrator, 

Will  of  Franklin  Gordon  of  Amwell  Twp f  Dated  6/24, 
1793,  Admitted  to  Probate  7/25,  1793 f  Names  sons, 
Othniel,  Thomas,  Franklin,  Philip,  Daughters,  Mary, 
Pamelia,  Margaret.  His  first  wife  was  Pamelia  3zor, 

deceased.  His  second  wife  Ann - — -  appointed 

Executor  and  Guardian  of  Thomas  Gordon  3rd,  qualified 
8/7,  1793. 


JOHN  GORDON 

son  of  Othnield  and  Mary  Heath,  1797,  married  Catherine 
Case',  and  h&d  the  following  children,  "Mary,  Letitia, 
Sarah . 

Mary  married  Joseph  Williamson  and  had  5  children 
as  follows,  Catherine  Gordon  Williamson,  Frank  William¬ 
son,  John  Williamson,  Frederick  Williamson, 

Catherine  Gordon  Williamson  married  Jarold  King, 
to  whom  six  children  were  born  as  follows,  Joseph  King, 
Catherine  King,  Harold  King,  Aubry  King,  Geraldine 
King,  and  Frederick  King. 

Joseph  King  married  May  Mi  11  grist  to  whom  four 
children  were  born,  Milton,  Thomas,  William  and 
Marjory, 

Harold  King  married  Marie  - - and  had 

one  child  Beverly. 

Geraldine  King  married  Harry  Anderson  and  has  two 
children , 


Catherine  King  unmarried. 
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Aubry  King,  Frederick  King,  both  deceased, 

Frank  Williamson,  son  of  Joseph  and  Mary  Gordon 

Williamson,  married  Ida  — - — - — - and  had  the 

following  children,  Mary,  Helen,  Grace,  and  Blanche. 

Mary  Williamson  married  Chester  Johnson  and  had 
two  children,  Frances  and  Lawrence. 

Grace  Williamson,  daughter  of  Frank  and  Ida 
— - —  married  Grover  Risler, 

Blanche  Williamson,  daughter  of  Frank  and  Ida--— 
— - — —  married  Britton  A#  Everett,  and  have  one  child 
Audry , 

John  Williamson,  son  of  Joseph  and  Mary  Gordon 
Williamson,  married  Laura  Van  Horn  and  have  three 
children,  Joseph,  Alice,  Catherine, 

Joseph  Williamson  married  Josephine  Wolff  and 
had  one  child,  Alice, 

Alice  Williamson  married  Floyd  McCloughan,  and 
had  one  child,  Rodger, 

Catherine  Williamson  married  Frederick  Sheetes, 
and  had  one  child,  Shirley  Ann, 

Frederick  Williamson,  son  of  Joseph  and  Mary 
Gordon  Williamson,  married  Carrie  Hotchues , 

LETTITIA  GORDON 

daughter  of  John  Gordon  and  Mary  Heath,  married  James 
Dilts , 


SARAH  GGRD8N 

daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Heath  Gordon  died  unmarried, 

AMY  GORDON 

daughter  of  Othniel  and  Mary  Heath  Gordon  was  born  in 
1813,  Lived  in  Hunterdon  County,  New  Jersey.  Had 
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son  Sylvanus  Gordon,  who  married  Martha  Service,  and 
lived  at  Sand  Brook,  New  Jersey* 

Sylvanus  Gordon  died  in  1930,  leaving  one  child, 
a  daughter  Amy  Gordon,  named  for  her  grandmother* 

Amy  Gordon,  born  in  1890  married  Martin  Search,  a 
fanner  living  at  Baptistown,  New  Jersey,  Their  child¬ 
ren  are,  Lloyd  Search,  born  1911;  Sylvanus  Search, 
born  1915;  Catherine  Search,  born  1920;  Merideth 
Search,  born  1921, 

Lloyd  Search  married  Elizabeth  Kugler  and  re¬ 
sides  at  Barber  Town,  New  Jersey,  They  have  two 
children,  Barbara  Jane  Kugler,  bora  1936;  Dorla  June 
Kugler,  born  1938, 

Catherine  T,  Search,  daughter  of  Martin  and  Amy 
Gordon  Search,  Married  Herbert  N,  Fleming,  1939, 

Last  Will  and  Testament  of  Amy  Gordon,  Daughter 

of  Othniel  and  Mary  Heath  Gordon, 

uIn  the  name  of  God,  Amen,  I  Amy  Gordon  of  the  Town¬ 
ship  of  Delaware,  in  the  County  of  Hunterdon  and  State 
of  New  Jersey,  being  of  sound  mind,  memory  and  under¬ 
standing  (for  which  blessing  I  thank  my  Creator)  do 
make  and  publish  this  my  last  will  and  testament  in 
the  manner  following  that  is  to  say; 

First:  It  is  my  will  and  I  do  order  that  all  my  just 
debts  and  funeral  expenses  be  duly  paid  as  soon  as 
conveniently  can  be  after  my  decease,  I  give  to 
Mercina  Carkhuff,  wife  of  William  Carkhuff,  and 
Comida  A,  Brewer,  wife  of  John  Brewer,  my  wearing 
apparel  in  equal  shares,  I  give  to  Marcina  Carkhuff, 
wife  of  William  Carkhuff  my  Gold  Spectacles  for  her 
use  during  her  natural  life  and  at  her  decease,  I 
order  to  be  given  to  her  daughter  Amy  Jane,  I  give 
and  bequeath  to  my  son  John  Sylvanus  Gordon  after  all 
the  debts  and  expenses  are  paid,  all  the  residue  of 
my  personal  estate.  My  real  estate  I  give  to  my  son 
John  Sylvanus  Gordon, 
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Lastly:  I  hereby  appoint  my  son  John  Sylvanus  Gordon, 
Executor  of  this  my  last  will  and  testament. 

Amy  H.  Gordon. 


Signed,  published  and  declared 
by  the  said  Amy  H,  Gordon  to  be 
her  last  will  in  the  presence  of 

us  this  twenty-eighth  day  of  September  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty- 
two,  who  were  present  at * the  time  and  subscribed 
our  names  as  witnesses  in  the  presence  of  the 
testator , 


John  C,  Sine 
William  R.  Bearder. 


Mary,  daughter  of  Othniel  and  Mary  Heath  Gordon, 
born  1807  married  J.  Buchannan,  Seargentsville,  N.  J. 
Died  1882,  buried  at  Sand  Brook,  N.  J.  No  further 
information  furnished, 

Ann,  daughter  of  Othniel  and  Mary  Heath  Gordon, 
born  1810.  It  is  believed  that  she  died  unmarried. 

William*  son  of  Othniel  and  Mary  Heath  Gordon, 
born  1816,  married  Sarah  A.  Jones.  Moved  to  White 
Sulphur  Springs,  Ohio.  No  further  information. 

Lavina,  daughter  of  Othniel  and  Mary  Heath 
Gordon,  married  W.  J.  Todd,  Seargentsville,  N.  J, 

No  further  inf ormation., 

CHILDREN  OF  FRANKLIN  AND  MARY  DALRYMPLE  GORDON 

John  Gordon,  born  1835,  married  Hannah  Hamm, 
1859,  died  1912,  Lived  at  Baptistown,  New  Jersey. 

Their  Children 

John  Gordon  married  Stella  Wilson.  Residence, 
Ringoes,  New  Jersey. 
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Their  Children 

Mary  Gordon  married  Rollin  0,  Hooven,  Residence, 
Tucson,  Arizona,  Foreman  Sunset  Dairy, 

Anna  Gordon  married  Austin  E,  Runkel*  Residence, 
Ringoes,  New  Jersey,  Carpenter,  No  children.  Before 
marriage,  Mrs,  Runkle  qualified  herself  for  teaching’ 
and  at  present  is  one  of  the  successful  teachers  in 
the  Ringoes  School, 

Franklin  Gordon  married  Mary  Apgar,  Residence, 
Baptistown,  New  Jersey,  Farmer, 

Their  Children  •  ... 

Russell  Gordon,  born  1898,  married  Lenona  Bonnet 
Residence,  French  Town,  New  Jersey, 

Their  Children  ” 

Eleanor,  born  1919,  French  Town,  New  Jersey* 
Franklin,  born  1921,  French  Town,  New  Jersey, 
Wayne,  born  1934,  French  Town,  New  Jersey, 
Ruth  Gordon,  born  1902 .French  Town,  New  Jersey, 
married  Chester  Robinson,  mill  foreman. 

Their  Children 
Marvin,  born  1923, 

Evelyn,  born  1924, 

Richard ,born  1926* 

Sylvia,  born  1932, 

Boss  Gordon,  born  1905,  married  Elwood  Gano, 
barber.  Residence,  Ringoes,  New  Jersey, 

Their  Children 
Minerva,  born  1925, 

Donald,  born  1926, 

Alice  Gordon  born  1904,  married  Michael  Palmer 
Stockton,  Telegraph  operator. 
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Their  Children 

Kenneth  born  1924  Stockton 

Helen  born  1930  Stockton 

Raymond  born  1934  Stockton 

Harry  Gordon  born  1907,  married  - - - > 

Residence  Milford,  New  Jersey,  mill  worker. 

Their  Children 

Doris  born  1929  Milford,  N,  J. 

Ronald  born  1933  Milford,  N •  J# 

Harry  Jr  .born  1934  Milford,  N.  J« 

Marjorie  born  1936  Milford,  N.  J. 

Mary  Gordon,  (deceased),  daughter  of  Franklin  and 
Mary  Apgar  Gordon,  married  John  Haney,  Upper  Black 
Eddy  Pa.,  mill  worker. 

Their  Children 

John  Jr.  born  1931  Upper  Black  Eddy,  Pa. 

Elva  born  1932  Upper  Black  Eddy,  Pa. 

Eugene  born  1933  Upper  Black  Eddy,  Pa. 

Lawrence  bom  1934  Upper  Black  Eddy,  Pa* 

Howard  Gordon,  born  1912,  married  Millie  Sispera, 
Residence  Baptistown.  B,  1840, 

Hannah  E.  Gordon,  daughter  Franklin  and  Mary 
Dalrymple  Gordon,  married  Ben j  ,  Kitchen,  one  son, 
Floyd,  deceased  1939  accident.  Married  Charles  M . 
Johnson.  1869,  Both  deceased.  Had  one  daughter, 
Minnie  Johnson-,  Residence  3010  Colona  Street,  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Pa..  Unmarried, 

Francis  R,  Gordon,  born  1850  never  married. 
Residence,.  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  deceased  1924. 

James  P.  Gordon,  born  1843,  married  Martha 
Williamson.,  deceased  1912,  son  of  Franklin  and  Mary 
Dalrymple  Gordon.  They  had  three  children  as 

follows. 
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George  Gordon  married  Virginia - - - -** , 

deceased.  No  further  information. 

Laura  Gordon  married  Elmer  Stryker  and  have  four 

children  as  shown, 

James  Stryker,  unmarried, 

Virginia  Stryker,  unmarried. 

Elsie  Stryker,  married — - - - • 

Dorothy  Stryker  married - • 

Elsie  Gordon,  daughter  James  P.  and  Martha  Gordon, 
married  Harold  Wilson,  and  have  two  children  as  shown. 

Allen  Wilson,  married - ' —  • 

Martha  Wilson,  unmarried. 

No  further  info  mat  ion, 

William  Gordon  bo fn  1338,  son  of  Franklin  and  Mary 
Dalrymple  Gordon,  died  1839, 

Othniel  Gordon,  born  1846,  son  Franklin  and  Mary 
Dalrymple  Gordon,  married  Mattie  Curtis  1874,  died  1926 
Lived  at  Lambertsville,  New  Jersey, 

Their  Children 

Delvena  Gordon,  married  Clarence  Naylor,  February 
9,  1924,  residence  Stockton,  New  Jersey,  They  have  one 
son  Richard  Naylor.  Born  November  1,  1924. 

Rita  Gordon,  married  Clarence  Rynearson,  residence 
Ringoes,  New  Jersey, 


Their  Children 

Delvena  Rynearson,  born  6-12-39,  married  Richard 
Lambert , 

Frederick  Rynearson,  born  March  25,  1923. 

John  Rynearson,  bora  April  28,  1925, 

Children  of  Davena  Gordon  Naylor  and  Richard 
Lambert.  John  C,  Lambert,  born  April  4,  1939, 
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Mary  Gordon,  daughter  of  John  and  Hannah  Hams 
Gordon,  married  Adalbert  R.  Hortm&n,  residence  Fleming- 
ton.  New  Jersey*  Until  the  age  of  18,  Mrs*  Hortman 
livdd  with  and  cared  for  her  grandfather,  Franklin 

Gordon,  Mrs,  Hortman1 s  family  are  as  follows, 

*.  • 

May' Hortman,  deceased,  married  Louis  Munsch,  left 
a  daughter  Grace  E,  Munsch,  who  was  cared  for  by  her 
grandmother,  Mary  Hortman  until  she  married  Alfred 
Corman  (Borman)  who  is  Yard  Master,  Erie  R,  R,,  Jersey 
City*  Their  residence  is  Secaucus,  New  Jersey,  They 
have  two  children,  Evolyn  Jane  and  Nancy  Lou, 

Mrs,  J,  Barton  Young,  residence  of  Flemington, 

New  Jersey  (daughter  of  Mary  Hortman),  Mr.  Young 
besides  being  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Flemington,  is 
active  in  The  Methodist  Church  being  a  member  of  the 
Official  Board  and  Treasure,  His  election  to  the 
office  of  May  indicates  the  high  regard  in  which  he  is 
held  by  his  fellow  citizens.  They  have  no  children, 

Bertha  Hortman,  daughter  of  Mary  and  Adelbert 
Hortman,  married  Raymond  Britton,  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace/  who  lives  at  R,  F,  D,  Princeton,  New  Jersey. 

The  Brittons  have  one  son  John,  who  married  Margaret 
Grady.  Mr.  Britton  is  a  Postman  from  tho  Post 
Office  in  Princeton  where  he  resides* 

Charlotte  Gordon,  daughter  of  John  and  Hannah 
Hamm  Gordon,  born  December  19,  1858,  died  March  11, 
1925.  Was  married  to  George  Queen,  and  had  the 
following  children: 

Nellie,  Laura,  Annie,  Allen,  Jennie,  Frank, 

Hannah,  Charlotte,  Georgiana, 

Nellie  married  William  Evoratt  and  had  one  son 
George,  who  married  Ruth  Snyder,  residence  Clinton, 

New  Jersey*  Occupation  Railroader  *  Have  two  children 
Virginia  and  Dolores,  Nellie  married  2nd  Hyland 
Stryker  and  had  three  children,  Walter,  Nathan,  and 
Norman*  Walter  married  Helen  Freyer ,  residence, 
Clinton,  New  Jersey,  truckman* 
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Nathan  married  Clara — - • — - -*  residence, 

Clinton,  New  Jersey,  truckman* 

Laura  Queen  married  Claude  Huff,  residence, 

Clinton,  New  Jersey*  Four  children* 

Charles  M- — - - -Residence*** — - - Occupation-— - - 

Jay  M - Residence - Occupation - ~ 

Paul  M— - Residence— - Occupation- - - 

Harriet  M - Residence-— — - — Occupation-- - •** 

Anna  Queen  married  Dr*  Samuel  R,  Huff,  Residence* 
Eldred  Pa*,  Children,  S*  Gordon,  Margaret  Reeder,  and 
Charlotte i 

S*  Gordon  Huff  married  Lou- — - - one  child——  — 

residence*  Eldred  Pa* 

Margaret*  Reeder  and  Charlotte*  unmarried*  In¬ 
formation  regarding  this  family  brought  no  response 4 
Georgina  Queen  married  Purl  Riggs*  residence* 

R*R*6,  Brookville*  Pa*  Farmer*  No  children* 

Allen  Carge  Queen  married  Ethel  Coates*  Children* 
Elinor,  Georgina,  Gladys,  Allen,  Jr# 

Eleanor  married  Anthony  Buklowski*  residence, 
Frenchtown,  N.  J.,  truckman*  Children,  Frances  and 
Joan* 

Georgiana  married  Lindon  Roundsville*  Residence, 
Flemington,  N:#J.  Children,  Frederick,  Ruth,  June  and 
Pearl  * 

Gladys  Queen— - - - - - 

Allen  Queen,  Jr, - Residence, Frenchtown, N.J* 

Jennie  Queen  married  Blaine  Barr,  residence, 

Akron  Ohio,  Occupation——— — —  ,  Children, 

Betty,  Edna,  Irene,  Russell, 

Frank  Queen  married  Amy  Buck,  residence*  Ringoes, 
N,  J,  Farmer*  two  children,  Marion  and  Mildred, 

Marion  married  John  Jacobs,  residence,  Flemington*  N,J, 


Mildred- - - - -  * 

Hannah  Queen  married  Charles  Jacobs*  residence* 

Flemington,  N*J,  Children,  Wesley,  Marie,  Joan, 

Wesley-- — - — — — - - - * - * - * 

Marie--— - — — — — — — - — — - —  * 

Joan - - - — - - - - - • 

Charlotte  Queen  married  Joseph  Kerr,  Residence, 
Flemington,  N,  J*  Plumber,  Children, 
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Raymond -  # 

Joseph - ~  * 

Bernard - -  ' 

Charlotte — — - -  * 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  of  the  descendants 
of  the  large  family  of  George  and  Charlotte  Queen, 
there  is  today  but  one  who  bears  the  Queen  name,  A1  en 
Queen,  Jr*  of  Frenchtown,  New  Jersey, 

Laura  Gordon,  daughter  of  John  and  Hannah  Hamm 
Gordon,  born  June  25,  1863,  died  July  9,  1^38* 

Residence,  Baptistown,  New  Jersey, 

Ella  Gordon,  daughter  of  John  and  Hannah  Hamm 
Gordon,  born  1866,  married  John  Coyle.  Died  March 
11,  1921,  leaving  one  daughter  Edith.  Edith  Coyle 
married  Henry  Kline  and  has  one  child  Lois  Kline. 

Jennie  Gordon,  daughter  of  John  and  Hannah  Hamm 
Gordon,  married  Howard  Vail,  was  born  May  11,  1871, 
died  December  3,  1912,  leaving  three  children  as 
follows.  Beatrice  Veil,  Kenneth  Vail,  ana  Agnes  ai  • 

Beatrice  Vail  married  Clayton  H.  Stains. and  had 
three  children  as  follows.  Howard  James  Staines,  born 
April  16,  1924,  Thelma  Edith  Staines,  born  January  , 
1926,  and  Clayton  Kenneth  Staines,  born  September  , 

1939 

* Kenneth  Vail,  horn  May  31,  1901,  died  March  24, 
1904. 

Acnes  Vail  married  Ahram  Quick  and  have  lour 
children  as  follows.  Beatrice  M.  Quick,  born  September 
13.  1922,  deceased,  Jeanette  Quick,  born  July  11,  192b, 
John  Abram  Quick,  born  December  23,  1929,  and  Abram 
Jr,  Quick,  born  March  31,  1932, 


GORDON  BUCHANAN  FAMILY 

Mary  Gordon,  daughter  of  Othniel  and  Mary  Heath 
Gordon  married  Jacob  Buchnnnan.  Mrs.  Buchannan  was 
born  1807  and  died  July  12,  1882.  Mr.  Buchannan  died 
April  1,  1894.  They  had  three  children  as  follows. 
Elizabeth  and  George  both  died  young. 
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Gordon  Buchannan  married  Annie-- - “*  ana 

had  four  children. 

Willis  Buchannan  never  married. 

Charles  Buchannan  married  Julia  Reed.  Children  as 
follows.  Earl. 

George  Buchannan  married- - - - * 

Residence,  89  Hillside  Avenue,  Newark,  New  Jersey. 


Ella  Buchannan  married  John  Kunsman  and  had  one 
son,  Warren. 

Warren  Kunsman  married  Margaret--  -- 

Residence,  Flemington,  New  Jersey.  Their  children  as 

follows . 


No  response  to  inquiry  as  to  the  Buchannan  branch 
of  the  Gordon  Family. 
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THOMAS  GORDON  III 

Son  of  Franklin  and  Pamelia  Izor  Gordon,  born 
September  25,  1778,  at  Amwell,  New  Jersey,  married 
Rebekah  Love,  and  died  September  7,  1864,  They  had  no 
children  and  Mrs.  Gordon  (who  outlived  her  husband) 
provided  in  her  will  that  her  estate  should  pass  to 
Thomas  Gordon  Fox*  son  of  her  niece.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs# 
Gordon  are  buried  in  St„  Michaels  Church  yard  where  a 
prominent  monument  marks  their  burial  place. 

Mr,  Gordon  was  a  prominent  citizen  in  Trenton,  a 
surveyor,  and  conveyancer,  published  a  Map  and  a 
History  of  New  Jersey  in  which  he  narrated  the  history 
of  New  Jersey,  from  the  time  of  its  discovery  by  the 
Europeans  to  that  of  the  adoption  of  the  constitution 
of  The  United  States,  The  writer  has  a  copy  of  this 
history  which  covers  in  detail  every  section  of  the 
State,  It  might  be  interesting  to  note  at  this  point, 
his  remarks  concerning  Trenton,  the  capitol  city, 

"Trenton  contains  425  dwellings,  13  taverns, 
about  30  stores,  3  book  stores,  3  silversmith  shops,  3 
printing  offices,  each  of  which  issue  a  weekly  paper, 
viz  the  Union,  the  True  American,  and  the  New  Jersey 
Gazetteer.  The  Philadelphia  steam  boats  ply  daily  and 
sometimes  several  times  a  day,  and  stages  run  3  times 
a  day  to  New  York  and  Philadelphia, 

The  Delaware  and  Raritan  canal  receives  its  feeder 
here,  on  which  is  an  extensive  basis  for  vessels  and 
boats,  and  the  main  canal  crosses  the  Assunpink  east 
of  the  town,  over  a  noble  stone  aqueduct.  The  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  place  carry  on  a  small  trade  with  the 
goods  they  buy  in  Philadelphia,  but  their  chief  gain 
is  consisted  in  the  arrival  of  the  numerous  travellers 
between  that  city  and  New  York;  for  they  are  commonly 
brought  by  the  Trenton  yachts  from  Philadelphia  to 
Trenton,  or  from  thence  to  Philadelphia,  But  from 
Trenton,  further  to  New  Brunswick,  the  travellers  go 
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in  wagons  which  set  out  every  day  for  that  place* 

Between  Philadelphia  and  Trenton,  all  goods  go  by 
water;  but  between  Trenton  end  New  Brunswick,  they  are 
all  carried  by  land,  and  both  these  conveniences  be¬ 
long  to  the  people  of  this  town.  For  the  yachts  which 
go  between  this  place  and  the  capitol  of  Pennsylvania, 
they  usually  pay  a  shilling  and  sixpense , Pennsylvania 
currency,  per  person,  and  every  one  pays  beside  for 
his  baggage*  Every  passenger  must  provide  meat  and 
drink  for  himself,  and  pay  some  settled  fare.  Between 
Trenton  and  New  Brunswick,  a  person  pays  2s,  6d.,  and 
the  baggage  is  likewise  paid  for  separately  *,! 

The  writer  thinks  that  the  above  might  interest 
some  of  the  present  citizens  of  Trenton,  should  they 
see  it. 

We  find  that  Thomas  Gordon  was  Common  Pleas 
Judge  of  Hunterdon  County,  Vestryman  and  Warden  of 
St*  Michaels  Episcopal  Church,  Trenton,  and  delegate 
to  the  Di ocean  convention  1822* 

The  will  of  his  father,  Franklin  Gordon,  dated 
June  24,  1793,  proved  July  25,  1793,  mentions  sons, 
Othnial,  Thomas,  Philip,  daughters,  Mary,  Pamelia, 

Margaret,  It  provides  that  his  widow  Ann-*- — - - 

Gordon  (second  wife)  and  his  son  Othnial  shall  act  as 
Administrators,  Ann  Gordon  was  qualified  as  guardian 
of  Thomas  Gordon  III  (a  minor)  August  7,  1793, 

Later  advice  tells  that  he  lived  in  Flemington 
until  he  went  in  1820  to  Trenton,  He  was  a  member  of 
Unity  Lodge  which  then  met  in  Kingwood  Township,  de- 
mitted  in  1811  to  become  one  of  the  Charter  Members 
of  Hiram  Lodge  No,  25  at  Flemington,  New  Jersey, 

From  all  accounts  he  was  a  very  well  educated 
man  for  the  years  in  which  he  lived  and  probably  in¬ 
herited  his  legal  tendency  from  his  early  ancestor, 
Judge  Thomas  Gordon  of  Pbrth  Amboy,  and  his  historical 
and  surveying  talent  from  Charles  Gordon  (brother  of 
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Thomas )  who  cam©  with  him  Prom  Scotland,  cringing:  his 
surveying  outfit  with  him*  and  ah  his  death  ai spoking 
of  them  in  his  Will* 
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PHILIP  AND  ELIZABETH  HARDEN  GORDON 

YJho  forsook  the  lands  that  had  for  two  hundred 
years  been  the  home  of  their  ancestors  and  ventured  in¬ 
to  the  primitive  and  little  known  section  of  western 
Ohio,  (which  had  but  shortly  before  been  ceeded  the 
Government  by  treaty  with  the  Indian  tribes),  there 
combing  the  progenitors  of  a  large  body  of  descendants 
who  are  widely  scattered  throughout  the  Union  as  well 
as  in  the  Islands  of  the  Seas,  To  these  descendants, 
even  to  the  2nd  and  3rd  generations,  were  beqeathed 
rugged  constitutions  and  sound  health  which  have  en¬ 
abled  many  of  them  to  outlive  the  Biblical  three  score 
years  and  ten,  even  to  far  into  the  80  years,  and  some 
to  live  beyond  90  years.  In  many  cases  some  have  been 
able  to  celebrate  the  50th,  60th,  and  62nd  anniversary 
of  their  marriages. 

Philip  and  Elizabeth  Gordon  endured  the  customary 
hardships  of  a  newly  settled  Country,  neighbors  were 
scarce,  25  miles  to  the  nearest  doctor,  the  same 
distance  to  a  market  with  roads  impassable  most  of  the 
year.  Yet  Elizabeth  Gordon  with  courage  withstood  all 
and  without  complaint,  brought  up  her  large  family  in 
the  fear  of  God,  love  of  Country,  honestry,  industry 
and  thrift;  doctored  them  when  ill  with  home  remedies, 
provided  clothing  largely  from  her  own  looms,  and 
finished  by  hand  before  the  day  of  sewing  machines. 

Their  house  was  heated  by  fire  places,  cooking  was 
done  on  cranes  heated  in  the  same  fire  places,  bread 
was  baked  in  an  outside  oven.  I  believe  that  many  of 
us  would  delight  in  seeing  those  beautiful  browned 
loaves  of  bread  taken  from  the  oven,  which  went  to 
nourish  that  large  and  healthy  family ^ 

All  these  duties  did  not  deter  her  from  attending 
her  Church,  which  Church  services  were  few  being 
supplied  by  !,cirout  riders’1  •  Note  the  becoming  caps 
which  in  those  days  were  adopted  after  marriage,  and 


Philip  and  Elizabeth  Harden  Gordon,  who 
joumied  overland  from  Hunterdon  County, 
New  Jersey,  in  1839.  Journey  required 
22  days- 


, 
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which  the  writer  has  often  thought  might  well  replace 
many  of  the  outrageous  models  of  the  present  age,  in 
fact  he  has  implored  many  of  her  descendants  to  adopt 
caps  but  without  success.  This  cap  doubtless  enclosed 
a  wealth  of  hair  more  or  less  faded  by  the  cares  ana 
responsibilities  of  her  heavy  duties. 

Their  children  brought  to  maturity,  they  spent 
their  later  years  in  happy  communion  with  children, 
grandchildren  and  neighbors.  They  now  peacefully  rest 
in  the  family  cemetary  on  the  old  home  farm  at  Gordon, 

Ohio . 


Truly  their  many  descendants  should  rise  up  and 
call  them  blessed. 

History  of  the  Picture 

Along  in  the  1850 fs  there  came  to  Philip  Gordon’s 
a  gentleman  named  Rittenhouse  hailing  from  the  old  New 
Jersey  homeland.  The  Daguerreotype  was  Just  being 
introduced  and  this  gentleman  brought  with  him  the 
needed  equipment  to  take  pictures  ,  Mr ,  Gordon  gave 
him  the  use  of  a  room  and  he  proceeded  to  make  pictures 
of  many  of  the  neighbors.  Fortunately  one  fell  into 
the  hands  of  Henry  Lair  who  preserved  it  and  generously 
allowed  the  writer  to  make  this  copy*  He  would  suggest 
that  the  original  is  a  very  rare  sample  of  an  art  that 
is  now  unknown  end  unused, 

PHI LI P  GORDON 

Born  in  New  Jersey,  July  10,  1788,  married 
Elizabeth  Harden,  daughter  of  Henry  Harden  and  Ger¬ 
trude  Myers,  In  1839  they  moved  to  the  new  and  un¬ 
settled  Stato  of  Ohio,  in  order  to  give  advantage  to 
their  large  family  such  as  is  obtained  in  a  new  country 

On  the  20th  day  of  May  1839  we  find  them  leaving 
their  home  in  New  Jersey  where  their  kin  folks  had 
lived  for  200  yoars .  With  him  came  his  wife  Elizabeth, 
his  sons  Andrew  and  Henry,  his  daughter  Sarah  Lair  and 


70 


THE  GORDONS  OF  PITLURG  AND  OF  AMERICA 


her  husband  David  Lair,  Any,  William  B and  Philip  Lair, 
children  of  David  and  Sarah  Lair,  and  Mary  Gordon,  h 
afterwards  married  John  Karr# 


The  party  were  as  was  customary  in  those  early  days 
equipped  with  covered  wagons  drawn  by  horses.  These 
same  wagons  served  in  many  sections  sparsly  settled  as 
sleeping  quarters  at  night.  Frequently,  an  ola  time 
tavern  was  encountered  and  their  hospitality  was  very 
welcome  to  the  tired  travellers* 


David  Lair  keeps  a  day  to  day  record  of  the  jour¬ 
ney  as  f ollows  • 

Left  Hunterdon  County,  New  Jersey,  May  20,  1839  and 
landed  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  22  mile  journey. 

May  21 * 

Left  Philadelphia  and  passed  into  Delaware  County* 
making  12  miles  the  22no  of  May » 

Passed  Chester,  County  town  of  Chester  County,  crossed 
the  east  end  west  Brandywine,  making  26  miles  the  23rd, 

Passed  Strassburg  Railroad  and  stayed  all  night  at  kill 
Port,  made  26  miles  the  24th* 

Passed  Lancaster,  County  town  cf  Lancaster  County, 
crossed  the  Susquehanna  River  at  Columbia,  stayed  all 
night  at  Little  York  County  town  of  York  County,  made 
25  miles  the  25th, 


Past  Abbotsville,  stayed  all  night  at  Gettysburg, 
County  town  of  Adams  County,  made  28  miles  the  26th, 

Crossed  the  South  Mountain,  stayed  all  night  at  G 
Chambersburg,  County  town  of  Franklin  County,  made  27 

miles  the  27th* 

Passed  St*  Thomas  Loudon  and  stayed  all  night  on  top 
of  North  Mountain,  made  18  miles  on  the  28th. 
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Passed  McConnelst own,  crossed  Scrub  Ridge,  passed  Lick¬ 
ing  Green,  crossed  Sideling  Hill  and  stayed  all  night 
on  Rays  Hill,  made  20  miles  on  the  29th, 

Passed  Bloody  Run,  crossed  the  Juniatta  River  three 
times,  passed  Bedford,  County  town  of  Bedford  County, 
stayed  all  night,  made  23  miles  on  the  30th* 

Took  the  ^lade  road,  crossed  Dry  Ridge  and  stayed  all 
night  on  top  the  Alleghany  Mountain*  Made  21  miles  on 

the  31st* 

Passed  Somersett,  County  town  of  Somersett . County, 
stayed  all  night  on  Laurel  Hill,  made  30  miles  June  1, 

Passed  Bennegall  in  the  Southeast  corner  of  Fayette 
County,  passed  Chestnut  Ridge,  passed  Mount  Pleasant 
in  Westmoreland  County,  made  24  miles  June  2nd. 

Passed  through  the  south  corner  of  Alleghany  County, 
crossed  the  Monongehela  River  at  Monongehela  City, 
made  27  miles  June  3rd* 

Passed  Washington,  County  town  of  Washington  County 
and  took  tho  National  road.  Passed  West  Alexandria 
and  stayed  all  night  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  Ohio 
County  (now  West  Virginia),  made  29  miles  June  4th. 

Passed  Triadelphia  and  landed  in  Wheeling  at  noon.  At 
two  o'clock  crossed  the  Ohio  River,  passed  through 
Saint  Clairsville,  County  town  of  Belmont  County, 
made  25  miles  June  5th. 

Passed  Morristown,  Fairview,  Bricktovm  and  Washington, 
made  31  miles  June  6th* 

Passed  Cambridge,  County  town  of  Guernsey  County, 
through  Norwich  and  Concord  and  stayed  all  night  at 
Zanesville,  County  town  of  Muskingum  County,  made  33 
miles  Juno  7th* 

Passed  Reynoldsburg,  stayed  all  night  at  Pleasant 
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Ridge,  made  19  Miles  June  8th, 

Passed  Columbus,  County  town  of  Franklin  County  and  the 
Capitol  City  of  Ohio,  crossed  the  Scioto  River,  passed 
Jefferson  in  Madison  County,  Lafayette  and  Somerford, 
made  33  miles  June  9th, 

Passed  Springfield,  County  town  of  Clarke  County,  stayed 
all  night  at  Fairfield  in  Greene  County,  made  27  miles 
June  10th* 

Passed  Dayton,  County  town  of  Montgomery  County  and 
arrived  at  Alexanders! lie,  Montgomery  County  at  noon 
June  11th*  Here  they  were  greeted  and  entertained  by 
some  former  New  Jersey  friends  who  had  preceeded  thorn 
to  the  west*  After  a  brief  rest,  the  men  of  the  party 
proceeded  north  to  Darke  County,  which  County  had  been 
highly  praised  as  to  the  fine  quality  of  its  land, 

\ 

Thus  we  see  that  in  those  days  of  roads  that  were 
most  trying  on  both  man  and  horses,  it  required  23 
days  of  hard  travel  to  make  the  journey  that  today  could 
be  made  in  24  hours* 

Shortly  after  the  Treaty  of  Peace  was  consumated 
at  Greenville,  between  Anthony  Wayne  and  the  Indians 
of  several  Tribes,  settlers  began  coming  to  Ohio  from 
Kentucky,  Virginia,  Maryland  and  the  Carolinas ,  First 
settlements  were  made  in  the  southern  section  of  the 
State  along  the  Ohio  River,  As  fear  of  the  Indians 
subsided  the  settlers  moved  further  north  and  pre-empted 
the  fertile  lands  in  which  the  State  abounded,  and  the 
same  were  a  revelation  to  those  coming  from  States  where 
the  soil  was  of  a  very  poor  quality* 

Philip  Gordon  and  his  associates  selected  and 
purchased  the  farm  in  Darke  County  which  has  remained 
in  the  family  name  for  100  years#  Darke  County  is 
situated  in  the  extreme  section  of  the  State  adjoining 
Indiana,  hence  its  settlement  was  not  made  until  much 
later  than  the  southern  section  of  the  State,  However, 
Philip  Gordon  was  a  good  judge  of  soil  and  the  land  he 
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selected  for  his  farm  was  deep  black  soil  that  would 
produce  any  crop  that  might  be  planted  in  it,  The  en* 
tire  tract  was  covered  with  a  heavy  growth  of  Walnut, 
Oak,  Hickory  and  other  timber  which  he  proceeded  to  cut 
down  to  make  room  for  housing  hi. s  family  and  shelter 
for  his  stock .  The  house  by  built  was* a  counter  part 
of  his  old  homo  in  New  Jersey  .and  so  well  was  it  built 
that  it  is  still  standing  (though  some  additions  have 
been  made  to  it).  Owing  to  the  absence  of  roads  the 
timber  could  not  be  taken  to  market  and  many  fine  logs 
which  would  now  be  quite  valuable  were  rolled  together 
and  burned.  After  these  preparations,  he  brought  his 
family  to  the  farm  where  they  lived  until  his  death  in 
1857. 


It  i  s  rather  hard  for  us  of  this  generation  to 
visualize  the  primeval  conditions  that  existed  in  this 
section.  There  was  little  or  no  drainage  for  the  land 
and  the  lack  of  gravel  made  the  building  of  roads  very 
expensive,  and  for  many  years  (until  a  State  tax  was 
imposed)  the  travel,  especially  in  winter,  was  almost 
out  of  the  question. 

Owing  to  the  scarce  settlement,  no  doctors  had 
ventured  into  this  section,  but  Elizabeth  Gordon  was 
equal  to  the  occasion  end  without  medical  advice  or 
assistance,  she  reared  her  entire  family,  all  of  them 
living  to  good  old  age  and  one  member  living  to  cele¬ 
brate  the  62nd  anniversary  of  her  wedding.  There  was 
no  lack  of  fresh  meat  as  deer  and  wild  turkeys  abounded 
Shortly  Peter  Wert  established  a  flouring  mill  at 
Ithaca,  five  miles  west  which  provided  flour  at  a 
convenient  point. 

Bearing  out  a  family  inheritance,  Philip  Gordon 
was  a  religious  man  himself  and  believed  m  spreading 
his  faith  among  his  neighbors.  Consequently  as  soon 
as  he  had  provided  comfortable  quarters  for  his 
family,  he  with  David  Lair,  his  son-in-law,  proceeded 
to  build  a  Church  on  his  farm,  providing  at  the  same 
time,  a  burial  ground  in  which  he,  his  wife  and  many 
of  his  descendants  are  buried.  For  many  years  he  was 
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&  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  was  foremost  in  any  under** 
taking  to  advance  and  improve  his  section. 

Along  in  the  late  fifties,  a  railroad  was  surveyed 
and  built  near  his  farm  and  owing  to  the  assistance  he 
gave  to  this  enterprise  they  located  a  station  near  his 
farm  and  named  it  Gordon  in  appreciation  of  his  services 


Were  Philip  Gordon,  the  Karrs,  the  Bonhams,  the 
Haides,  the  Lairs,  and  MacLains  and  other  earlier, 
settlers  in  Twin  Township  to  return  end  view  the  im¬ 
proved  farms  ,  the  fine  roads,  houses  ana  other  changes 
for  the  better,  they  would  find  little  to  remind  them 
of  the  section  they  aided  so  much  in  improving. 

We  have  just  come  into  possession  of  the  following 
biography  of  David  Lair,  which  was  prepared  by  him  late 
in  life  and  which  is  so  interesting  to  his  descendants 
as  well  as  others  who  remember  him  that  it  is  deemed 
worthy  of  a  place  in  this  book. 

My  grandfather  was  William  Lair  and  he  was  born 
in  1750  near  the  City  of  Lyons,  France,  He  was  buried 
near  his  native  city.  In  1752  his  wife  was  forced  to 
leave  France  on  account  of  the  persecution  of 
Protestants  by  the  Roird sh  Church  and  came  to  America 
in  order  that  she  might  worship  God  according  to  her 
precepts  of  the  gospel. 

She  brought  with  her  four  children,  William  the 
youngest,  two  years  old,  Garret  the  oldest  and  two 
daughters,  who  died  early  after  coining  to  their  new 
home.  After  landing  in  America,  they  settled  in 
what  is  now  Delaware  Township,  Hunterdon  County,  New 
Jersey, 

As  his  mother  died  when  he  was  seven  years  of  age, 
William  went  to  live  with  a  German  named  Casper  Bear 
where  he  remained  until  he  was  21  years  old.  He  then 
proceeded  to  learn  the  carpenter  trade  and  soon  after¬ 
wards  married  Elizabeth  Boss,  daughter  of  Godfrey  and 
Elizabeth  Boss  who  likewise  were  fugitives  from  France, 
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In  1776  William  joined  the  Revolutionary  Army  and  battled 
for  his  Country’s  rights. 

His  brother.  Garret,  married  and  had  several 
children,  but  the  maiden  name  of  his  wife  is  not  re¬ 
called. 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  William  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing  for  the  rest  of  his  life.  He  was  the  father  of 
eleven  children,  nine  by  his  first  wife  and  two  by  his 
second  wife.  Two  died  in  infancy,  the  rest  are  as 
follows , 

Mary,  the  eldest,  born  1776,  died  1836,  childless, 

John,  born  1779,  married  Sarah  Dills,  died  1854, 
one  son,  two  daughters. 

William  Jr,,  born  1782,  married  Charlotte  Heat, 
by  whom  he  had  one  daughter.  His  wife  died,  and  he 
then  married  Elizabeth  Rittenhouse  by  whom  he  had  six 
sons  and  five  daughters.  He  died  in  1864, 

Ann,  bom  1784,  married  Ambrose  Bonham,  by  whom 
she  had  five  sons  and  two  daughters.  She  died  in  1874 
and  is  buried  at  Gordon,  Ohio, 

Garret  was  bom  in  1790,  married  Hester  Ritten¬ 
house  by  whom  he  had  six  sons  and  three  daughters.  He 
died  in  1867 , 

Rebecca,  bom  1795,  married  Pierson  Robeson,  had 
seven  sons  and  two  daughters.  She  died  in  1884, 

Joseph,  bom  1798,  married  Elizabeth  Wirt,  had 
three  sons,  one  daughter. 

In  1799  Elizabeth,  first  wife  of  William  Lair, 
died  and  in  1802  he  married  Ann  Boss,  sister  to  his 
first  wife,  by  whom  he  had  one  son  and  one  daughter, 

Sarah  Lair,  was  born  1802,  married  Richard 
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Rittenhouse  and  died  childless  in  1821* 

In  1828  William  Lair,  Sr*  died* 

David  Lair,  born  August  28,  1809,  married  Sarah 
Gordon,  daughter  of  Philip  and  Elizabeth  Harden  Gordon, 
on  October  2,  1831*  Until  1839  they  lived  in  Hunter¬ 
don  County,  New  Jersey,  but  in  that  year  they  came 
overland  to  Ohio  in  company  with  Mrs,  Lair’s  parents. 
The  journey  occupied  twenty-three  and  a  half  days. 
After  a  short  stay  at  Alexanderville  in  Montgomery 
County,  they  located  in  Darke  County  on  the  land  now 
occupied  by  the  Village  of  Gordon, 

Their  Children 

Amy  Lair,  born  March  18,  1833, 

William  B*  Lair,  born  April  10,  1836,  died  August  18, 
1862. 

Philip  Gordon  Lair,  born  September  22,  1838,  died 
August  12,  1839, 

Elizabeth  Ann  Lair,  bom  October  10,  1840. 

Henry  M*  Lair,  bom  April  13,  1844, 

Sarah  Lair,  bom  June  6,  1846, 

Joseph  Lair,  born  December  25,  1848, 

Winfield  Scott  Lair,  born  May  15,  1852, 

William  M.  Lair,  born  August  24,  1854,  died  September 

26,  1854. 

Elvira  Lair,  bom  December  6,  1855. 

Laura  Jane  Lair,  bom  January  17,  1857, 

Georgiana  Lair,  born  May  29,  1859,  died  August  31, 

1859. 


Marriages  and  children  of  the  above  named  are  re¬ 
ported  on  other  pages  of  this  work  as  far  as  could  be 
gathered  at  this  date, 

David  end  Sarah  Gordon  Lair  lived  to  celebrate, 
the  62nd  Anniversary  of  their  marriage,  and  are  buried 
at  West  Milton,  Ohio, 
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Sarah  Gordon  Lair 
Daughter  of 

Philip  and  Elisabeth  Gordon 


Mary  Gordon  Karr 
Daughter  of 

Philip  and  Elizabeth  Gordon 


Amanda  Gordon  MacLain 
Daughter  of 

Philip  and  Elizabeth  Gordon 
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CHILDREN  OF  PHILIP  AND  ELIZABETH  GORDON 


Franklin 

Sarah 

Andrew 


Amanda 

Henry 

Mary 


Sarah  Gordon  married  David  Lair  in  New  Jersey  and 
came  overland  to  Ohio*  David  Lair  was  the  son  of 
William  and  Sarah  Boss  Lair  and  his  parents  were  among 
the  French  Hugenots  who  were  forced  on  account  of  thfcir 
religious  affiliation  to  flee  the  land  of  their  birth. 
He  was  exceptionally  well  educated*  was  a  constant 
reader  of  such  literature  as  could  be  had  in  his  day, 
an  excellent  conversationalist  and  his  grace  of  bear¬ 
ing  and  manners  were  such  as  one  would  not  expect  to 
find  in  a  newly  settled  country.  His  good  judgment  and 
knowledge  of  law  caused  him  to  be  much  in  demand  for 
jury  service  at  Greenville,  the  County  Seat  of  Darke 
County . 

With  his  wife  Sarah  Gordon  Lair  they  survived  the 
vicisitudes  of  pioneer  days  and  living  to  celebrate 
with  children  and  friends  the  62nd  Anniversary  of 
their  wedding.  Both  he  and  his  wife  spent  their 
latter  days  at  West  Milton,  Ohio  where  they  received 
the  tender  care  of  their  children,  and  rest  in  the 
cemetary  at  West  Milton.  Mrs.  Lair  died  1894,  age, 

80  years,  Devid  Lair  died  1906,  age,  96  years. 


Their  Children 


Joseph 

Elvira 

Laura 

Jane 

William  M, 
Georgeanna 


Amy, 

Philip 

Elizabeth 

Henry 

Winfi  eld 

William 

Sarah 


Of  the  above  children,  Philip,  William  M,, 
Georgeanna,  William  B.,  died  when  children.  The 
rest  of  the  children  lived  to  manhood  and  womanhood. 
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Amy  Lair,  oldest  child,  married  John  Ullery  to 
whom  five  children  were  born# 

Flora  M* — - - - Hillery ,  Res.  4594  N  .E  .Avo  • , 

Portland  Oregon.  Their  children: 

Mrs.  Grace  Davis,  Ros,,  4594  N.E.Ave #, Portland,  Oregon# 
Ralph  Raymond  Hillery.,  4594  N.E.Ave #, Port land,  Oregon. 
Marth  Catherine.,  4594  N.E.Ave . , Port land,  Oregon. 

Amy  Lair  Ullery  married  (2nd)  David  Foster,  to 
whom  two  children  were  born,  but  we  have  been  unable 
to  get  information  regarding  them. 

Amy  Lair  Foster  married  (3rd)  Riley  Hale.  No 
chi ldren. 

CHILDREN  OF  JOHN  ULLERY  AND  AMY  LAIR 

Mary  Catherine  Ullery  was  born  August  24,  1857, 
marriedf Joseph  Bracken  Aldridge,  who  was  born  April  25, 
1850.  Their  marriage  was  solemnized  at  Tipton,  Indiana, 
April  25,  1888,  Their  early  married  life  was  spent  at 
Tipton,  Indiana,  where  Mr.  Aldridge  was  prominent  in 
Masonic  circles,  having  been  Worshipful  Master  of 
Austin  Lodge  number  128  located  in  Tipton,  Indiana, 
during  the  years  1888-1891  and  1893,  Later,  Mr, 
Aldridge  and  his  family  moved  to  a  farm  near  Huntington, 
Indiana  where  they  lived  until  his  sight  failed  when 
he  retired  from  farming  and  moved  to  the  City  of 
Huntington,  Indiana,  where  he  died  July  12,  1922, 
age  72  years,  Mrs,  Aldridge  died  June  30,  1936,  age 
78  years.  Thus,  passed  two  of  the  prominent  early 
pioneers  of  that  section  of  Indiana, 

Mr.  Aldrige  was  until  his  retirement,  recognized 
as  a  most  progressive  farmer  and  was  the  first  in  his 
locality  to  adopt  the  new  and  labor  saving  machines 
which  were  then  being  put  on  the  market. 

Their  Children 

Elva  Ethel,  born  July  1,  1889, 

/any  Florence,  born  October  8,  1891, 

Schuyler  Colfax,  born  October  30,  1893, 
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Charles  Ullery,  bom  April  13,  1896, 

Virgil  Dewey,  born  January  20,  1899, 

Anne  Caroline,  born  December  20,  1901k 

Elva  Ethel,  married  Charles  G,  Durbin,  March  22, 
1906,  Mr,  Durbin  was  born  November  4,  1880,  at  Antwerp 
Ohio,  and  died  June  22,  1931 k  Mrs,  Durbin  is  still 
living  (1939)  and  her  address  is  Meridian,  Miss,  care 
Marks,  Rothenburg,  One  child  was  bom  to  this  union, 
Orrilla  Marie  Durbin,  who  married  Robert  Cecil  Carter, 
September  14,  1935.  Mr.  Carter  is  the  son  of  Judge 
Wk  F,  Carter  and  Anne  Hcllingsowrth  Carter  living  at 
Mount  Airy,  North  Carolina  (Surry  County),  where 
Robert  Cecil  Carter  was  born.  They  have  two  children, 
Charles  Edwin  Carter,  born  September  21,  1936  and  Mary 
Catherine,  born  May  6,  1938,  The  Carters  reside  at 
65  North  Belvidore,  Memphis,  Term. 

Amy  Florence  Aldridge  married  George  Henry  Bey, 
who  was  bom  at  Chari  tan,  Iowa,  November  9,  1882, 

Died  May  20,  1935  at  Huntington,  Indiana,  where  Mrs. 
Bey  resides  (1939),  Mrs.  Bey,  aside  from  poor  eye 
sight,  is  in  good  health.  No  children  were  born  to 

this  union, 

Schuyler  Colfax  Aldridge  married  Edith  Highman  of 
Mount  Vornon,  Indiana,  March  1921,  No  children  have 
been  born  to  this  union*  Mr,  Aldrige  lives  at  1361  . 
Lincoln  Avenue,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  where  he  is  engaged  m 
the  insurance  business, 

Charles  Ullery  Aldridge  married  Nadine  Spears  of 
Kansas  City,  Mo.  Their  residence  is  at  433  East  72nd 
Terrace,  Kansas  City  Mo.  Mr,  Aldridge  is  connected 
with  the  Kansas  City  Branch  of  the  Carnegie  Steel  Co, 
No  children  have  been  born  to  this  union. 

Anne  Caroline  Aldridge  married  Ralph  Reid  Mo- 
Cauloy,  February  17,  1933.  Mr.  McCauley  is  with  Young 
Lousoh  Richardson  Co.,  and  their  residence  is  4878 
Magnolia  Avenue  (Apt.  C-4),  Chicago,  Illinois,  No 

children. 
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Elizabeth  Lair  married  Daniel  Coffman  August  1859* 
Daniel  Coffman  was  born  in  Pennsylvani  and  came  to  Ohio 
in  early  manhood.  He  was  a  shoemaker  in  the  days  when 
most  shoes  were  custom  made,  and  before  the  days  of  mass 
production.  At  that  time  all  shoemakers  tried  to  excell 
in  their  art  and  Daniel  Coffman  led  them  all*  Boots  and 
shoes  (many  wore  boots  in  his  day)  were  eagerly  sought 
on  account  of  his  skill  and  his  workmanship,,  and  people 
came  long  distances  to  buy  his  product.  The  writer  was 
favoured  when  a  boy  by  being  able  to  wear  the  boots  made 
by  him  which  beside  being  comfortable  were  reinforced  at 
tho  top  with  red  which  greatly  enhased  their  beauty  to 
one  of  his  age.  Both  Mr,  and  Mrs,  Coffman  are  buried  at 

West  Milton,  Ohi o  ,  Their  Children 

Charles,  residence,  8  Main  St.,  Dayton, 0.  Unmarried. 
Frank  B,  died  at  Canton,  Ohio,  Unmarried. 

George,  married  Josephine  Morris,  1897  in  Franklin,  Ohio 
Residence  117  Cass  St,,  Dayton,  0,  Shoe  salesman, 

CHILDREN  OF  GEORGE  AND  JOSEPHINE  COFFMAN 

Clifford  E.  Coffman,  born  1897  married  Alma  Bradley 
1901,  residence  Detroit,  Mich.  First  wife,  Noami  Bartell 
Two  children,  James  born  1923,  Robert  1923,  Morris  D, 
Coffman  married  Dorothy  Beidleman  1910.  Accountant, 
Detroit,  Has  two  sons,  Richard,  1930,  Raymond,  1933. 

Clara  Collantha,  unmarried.  Residence  2261  Salem, 
Avenue ,  Day t on ,  Ohi o , 

Josephine  Coffman,  born  1868  married  Edward  Thomas 
Harlan.  Residence  2259  Salem  Avenue,  Dcyton,  Ohio,  Have 
two  children,  Helen  Mae  Harlan,  who  maintains  Gordon 
family  tradition  in  her  Episcopalian  affiliations. 

Born  1891,  married  Lawrence  C,  Schleman  1930,  postal 
employ.  Residence,  811  West  Fairview  Ave.,  Dayton,  0, 

Harold  coffman  Harlan,  born  1890,  married  Mazie 
Morgan,  daughter  of  Dr,  James  Morgan  in  1916,  Marriage 
service  in  Episcopal  Church,  Toledo,  Ohio.  Architect 
in  charge  National  Federal  Housing.  Residence,  Salem 
Avenue,  Dayton,  They  have  two  children,  Blenis  Morgan 
Harlan,  bom  1916,  salesman,  Roger  Coffman  Harlan, 
born  1921,  student,  Dayton,  Ohio, 
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Mary  J.  Coffman,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth 
Coffman,  born  1871  at  West  Milton,  Ohio,  Unmarried, 
Residence,  2259  Salem  Avenue,  Dayton,  Ohio, 

Louise  Ann  Coffman,  daughter  Daniel  and  Elizabeth 
Coffman,  born  1874  in  West  Milton,  Ohio,  Residence 
1318  1/2  Linwood  Avenue,  Los  Angeles,  California,  Un¬ 
married,  Saleslady, 

Maude  S.  Coffman,  daughter,  Daniel  and  Elizabeth 
Coffman,  born  1883,  Residence,  1318  l/2  Linwood  Avenue, 
Los  Angeles,  California.  Unmarried.  Lingerie  Shop. 

Ella  Coffman,  daughter  Daniel  and  Elizabeth  Coffman, 
born  1878,  married  Pearl  G.  Williamson  in  Springfield, 
Ohio,  Died  in  Dayton,  Kentucky,  1933,  leaving  two 
children,  Kenneth  Dewitt  Williamson,  who  married  in 
Bellview,  Kentucky,  Ruth  MacLarnan,  born  1906,  They 
have  two  children, 

Kenneth,  bom  1929  in  Bellview,  Kentucky.  35-16  82nd 
Street,  Jackson  Heights,  Long  Island,  N.Y.  Pearl  Ins. 
Co,,  80  John  Street,  N.  Y. 

Dawn,  born  1932  in  Belleview  Kentucky.  Residence,  New 
York  City.  Insurance. 

Rowland  Coffman  Vtfilliamson,  born  1907  in  Dayton,  Ohio, 
married  Guendolyn  Pinguely,  bom  1905,  in  1928.  They 
have  one  child,  Glenna  Lee,  bom  1935*  Residence, 

Dayton,  Ohio. 

Henry  M.  Lair,  son  of  David  and  Sarah  Lair,  bom 
in  1844  married  Sarah  Ann  Yount,  2-20-1868,  to  whom 
nine  children  were  born.  Theodocia,  Byron  H.,  Harry, 
Mary  Frances,  Frank  B,  Howard  K,  Helen,  Margaret,  and 
Edith.  Harry,  Helen  and  Edith  died  young.  Balance 
of  the  children  are  alive. 

Henry  Lair  was  for  years  one  of  the  outstanding 
citizens  of  his  home  town.  West  Milton,  which  with  his 
help  he  had  seen  grow  from  a  small  hamlet  to  a  consider¬ 
able  town  and  one  of  the  cleanest  and  most  livable 
towns  in  that  section  of  Ohio.  Many  persons  doing 
business  in  Dayton  find  it  most  convenient  to  live 
in  West  Milton,  Mr,  Lair  was  actively  identified  in 
Church  affairs  and  was  constant  at  services.  In  1861 
he  shouldered  his  musket  and  volunteered  in  the  service 
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of  his  Country  until  the  end  of  the  war#  First  in  48th 
Ohio  Infantry,  war  wounded,  returned  home  and  afterwards 
enlisted  in  8th  Ohio  CaValry;  was  a  prisoner  in  Libby 
prison  having  been  captured  at  Beverly,  West  Virginia, 

Returning  to  his  home  he  engaged  in  the  shoe  busi¬ 
ness  and  finally  merged  into  a  general  store  which  is 
continued  to  this  day  by  his  family  of  sons.  By  reason 
of  his  fair  dealings  and  his  close  attention  to  busi¬ 
ness  he  built  up  a  fine  business#  He  lived  to  good  old 
age  and  he  and  Mrs.  Lair  who  lived  some  years  after  his 
decease  are  both  buried  in  the  West  Milton  burial  ground# 

Theodocia  Lair  married  John  F.  Yfilloughby  to  whom 
four  children  were  bom. 

Harry  and  Richard,  single,  residence.  West  Milton,  Ohio. 
Robert  B,  and  Laura  Beil.  Married,  Residence,  West 
Milton,  Ohio, 

Robert  B,  Willoughby  married  Mary  M.  Fashner.  Two 
children,  Phyllis  Jean,  born  1928  and  Robert  E.  Jr., 
born  1931 . 

Laura  Bell  married  Vernon  Vore,  Children,  Carl  W,* 
born  1926,  Francis  Lee,  born  1929,  Dolores  A#,  born 
1930,  Katherine  L.,  born  1932,  and  Roberta  B,,  born  1937. 

Byron  H.  Lair,  bom  1871,  married  Rosa  Pemberton, 
daughter  of  Reverend  Enos  Pemberton  who  was  a  volunteer 
soldier  in  the  Civil  War,  and  was  lovingly  called  by 
his  soldier  companions  ttthe  fighting  parson11,  Byron 
Lair  resides  in  West  Milton  where  he  is  engaged  in 
business.  They  have  a  son,  Myron  who  married  Edna 
Simpkins,  daughter  of  Ben  and  Kitty  Welch  Simpkins  of 
Blue  Field,  West  Virginia.  She  was  born  in  Blue  Field, 
1909.  They  have  a  son,  Myron  Douglaa'  Lair,  born  in 
Columbus,  Ohio,  June  18,  1939.  Myron  Lair  has  for  many 
years  been  associated  with  the  College  Book  Company, 
Columbus,  Ohio. 

Mary  F.  Lair,  born  1877,  married  Jess  Pfeifer, 

1901,  to  whom  four  children  were  born, 

Mildred,  born  1902,  Bernard,  bom  1905,  H&stem  Ann, 
born  1909.  Residence,' Wfcst  Milton,  Ohio,  Mr.  Pfeifer 
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died  in  1921. 

Mildren  Pfeifer  married  Francis  M#  Young,  1928. 
Their  son,  Stanley  Allan  Young,  was  born  1934,. 

Howard  K.  Lair,  born  1882,  married  Goldie  Filby  to 
whom  three  children  were  born. 

Herman,  Max  and  Frances  Louise,  residence,  West  Milton, 
Ohio.  Herman  was  born  in  1906,  Max  in  1916  and  Frances 
in  1917,  Max  Lair  married  Irene  Kessler  in  1938. 

General  merchandise  store  in  West  Milton. 

Frank  Lair,  born  1080,  married  Mary  Boyd  to  whom  a 
daughter,  Sarah  Louise,  was  born  in  1922.  Residence, 
West  Milton,  Ohio,  General  merchandise  store. 

Margaret  Lair,  born  1887,  unmarried,  secretary, 
resides  in  West  Milton,  Ohio. 

Sary  Lair,  daughter  of  David  and  Sarah  Gordon  Lair 
married  Enos  Kelly,  Mr., Kelly  was  descended  from  a 
family  of  note,  the  first  in  America  being  Seth  Kelly 
of  Yarmouth,  Massachusetts,  The  family  were  of  the 
Quaker  faith,  which  faith  has  been  kept  by  many  of  their 
descendants  to  this  day.  Enos  Kelly  and  Sarah  Lair 
were  married  in  West  Milton,  Ohio  in  1863,  He  served 
in  his  cousin,  Captain  David  Kelly Ts  Co,  H,  147th 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  After  the  Civil  War,  he  with 
his  family  went  to  Iowa  Falls,  Iowa  to  erect  a  woolen 
mill,  but  in  a  short  time  he  died,  Mrs,  Kelly  with  her 
three  children  returned  to  her  former  home  at  West 
Milton,  When  the  children  were  old  enough  to  attend 
school,  they  were  sent  to  the  Moody  School  at  North- 
field,  Massachusetts,  Mrs,  Kelly  made  her  home  in 
Northfield  and  eventually  married  Jesse  Duncan, 

Children  of  Enos  and  Sarah  Lair  Kelly 

Edgar  L.  Kelly,  bom  September  27,  1865  married 
Mary  Graves  Chapin,  December  5,  1887,  who  was  born 
September  18,  1852.  Mrs,  Kelly  died  September  28,  1905. 
Mr,  Kelly’s  wife  having  died  in  1905,  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Jennie  Louise  Thoms  on  February  9,  1910,  at 
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Three  Oaks,  Michigan.  No  ohildren  by  this  union. 

Mr.  Kelly  was  born  in  Iowa  Falls,  Iowa,  where  his 
father  and  grandfather  had  gone  from  Ohio  to  set  up  a 
woolen  mill.  His  father  dieing  shortly  afterward  when 
he  was  but  four  years  old,  his  mother  returned  to  her 
old  home  in  Ohio,  where  he  attended  the  local  schools, 
and  finally  was  sent  to  the  Mt.  Hermom  School  in  Gill, 
Massachusetts,  which  was  founded  by  Dwight  L.  Moody. 
After  completing  his  studies  he  was  made  superintendent 
of  the  school  farm,  in  which  capacity  he  directed  the 
student  labor  in  that  department* 

In  1902  he  moved  to  Three  Oaks,  Michigan,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  superintendent  of  the  Warren 
farms  at  Three  Oaks,  considered  one  of  the  model  farms 
of  the  country.  In  various  capacities  he  has  been 
recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  his  city. 

Two  children  by  this  marriage  were, 

YVilliam  Edgar  Kelly,  born  May  6,  1893* 

Francis  Enos  Kelly,  born  July  10,  1895,  deceased, 

August  30,  1898. 

William  Edgar  Kelly,  Jr,,  born  at  Gill,  Mass,, 
married  Grace  Schrader,  born  October  1,  1907.  Resi** 
dence.  Throe  Oaks  Farm,  Michigan,  Their  Children. 
Shirley  Louise  Kelly,  born  October  26,  1926. 

Mary  Elizabeth  Kelly,  born  March  18,  1938, 

Fannie  May  Kelly,  daughter  of  Enos  and  Sarah  Lair 
Kelly,  born  at  Iowa  Falls,  Iowa,  May  27,  1869,  died 
December  10,  1936  at  Gill,  Massachusetts,  Married 
Charles  Albert  Parker  at  Bernardstown,  Mass,,  on 
March  31,  1896,  Mr.  Parker  has  a  most  beautiful  farm 
along  the  Conn.  River  near  Northfield,  Mass*,  and  is 
engaged  in  the  dairy  business,  Upon  the  writer’s 
visit,  it  appeared  to  him  that  in  evidence  were  about 
the  most  complete  farm  and  dairy  equipments  that  are 
needed  to  conduct  these  enterprizes,  Their  children 
are  as  follows. 


THE  GORDONS  OF  PITLURCr  AND  OF  AMERICA 


85 


Walter  Raymond  Parker,  born  January  14,  1899  at  North- 
field,  Massachusetts,  married  Elsie  Lanfair,  born 
August  20,  1897  at  North  Adams,  Massachusetts,  They 
have  no  children.  He  is  manager  of  the  Shell  Bulk  Plant 
at  Greenfield,  Massachusetts, 

Helen  May  Parker,  born  January  29,  1900  at  Northfield, 
Mass,,  married  Galen  Gamble  Stearns,  born  May  4,  1902 
at  Hinsdale,  New  Hampshire  (now  dead).  Their  children, 
Dwight  Parker  Stearns,  born  December  3,  1928  at  North- 
field, 

Louis  May  Stearns,  born  July  22,  1930,  at  Northfield, 

William  Kelly  Parker,  son  of  Charles  A,  and  Fannie  May 
Kelly  Parker,  born  June  26,  1902  at  Northfield,  Mass, 
Married  Evelyn  Haskell,  bora  December  6,  1909  at  Holyoke, 
Massachusetts,  They  have  one  child,  Edgar  Henry 
Parker,  born  July  14,  1932  at  Northfield,  Mr,  Parker 
is  a  garage  mechanic  at  N°rthfield,  Massachusetts, 

Ernest  Albert  Parker,  son  of  Charles  and  Fannie  May 
Kelly  Parker,  born  January  24,  1904,  at  Northfield, 
Married  Mary  Elizabeth  Towne,  born  April  7,  1902  at 
Kennebunkport ,  Me,  No  children.  Residence  with 
father  at  Northfield,  Massachusetts, 

Sarah  Lair  Kelly  married  2nd  Col,  Jesse  Duncan,  born 
August  29,  1882.  Col.  Duncan  enlisted  in  the  48th 
Reg.  O.V. Infantry,  September  16,  1861.  Was  wounded 
during  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  returned  home  and  was 
discharged  on  account  of  disability.  He  reinlisted 
September  1863  and  was  commissioned  Col,  by  Governor 
Todd,  1st,  Reg,  Ohio  Militia  from  Miami  County.  He 
died  in  1895, 

•  To  this  union  one  son  was  born,  on  August  29, 

1888. 


John  Aubrey  Duncan  in 
Dayton,  Ohio 

In  early  childhood  John  Duncan  lived  with  his  par¬ 
ents  at  Northfield,  Massachusetts,  but  after  the  death 
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of  his  Father,  he  was  taken  to  Three  Oaks,  Michigan 
where  he  was  educated  in  the  public  school  and  later 
became  assistant  manager  of  the  Oak  Meadow  Farm  owned 
by  The  Warren  Family.  At  Three  Oaks  on  December  31, 
1910  he  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  L.  Steck,  teacher, 
born  on  February  13,  1890,  Mr,  Duncan  was  accidentally 
killed  in  1938.  To  this  union  was  born  four  children, 
two  sons  and  two  daughters. 

Son  Warren  Raymond  Duncan,  born  January  14,  1913 
was  graduated  from  Ferris  Institute  as  a  pharmaceutical 
chemist  and  is  at  present  employed  by  the  medical  firm 
of  the  Upjohn  Company,  Kalamazoo,  Michigan. 

Dorothy  Marie  Duncan,  born  July  27,  1914,  married 
on  January  11,  1933  to  Thornton  H,  Schwenk.  They  re¬ 
side  in  Chicago  where  Mr.  Schwenk  is  employed  by  the 
Yfilson  Sporting  Goods  Company, 

Martha  Lewis  Duncan,  born  April  5,  1916,  is  en¬ 
gaged  as  Secretary  at  the  Upjohn  establishment,  Kala¬ 
mazoo,  Michigan, 

Robert  George  Duncan,  born  June  4,  1918  is  at 
present  attending  Kalamazoo  College  preparing  to  be¬ 
come  a  pharmaceutical  chemist,  after  having  served  in 
Three  Oaks  as  an  apprentice. 

The  industry  of  these  four  children  clearly  shows 
that  they  are  worthy  children  of  a  father  who  was  an 
outstanding  citizen  of  his  community  and  a  man  of  the 
hi ghest  integrity  as  evidenced  by  the  large  attendance 
at  his  burial,  friends  coming  from  near  and  far. 

Joseph  Lair 

Son  of  David  and  Sarah  Gordon  Lair,  born  near 
Gordon,  Ohio,  married  Lucinda  Ann  Sinks.  Mr,  Lair  was 
a  blacksmith  and  followed  that  vocation  until  he  re¬ 
tired  making  his  home  in  West  Milton,  Ohio,  where  both 
he  and  his  wife  lived  to  good  ole  age  and  are  buried 
in  the  West  Milton  cemetary. 


THE  GORDONS  OF  PITLURG  AND  OF  AMERICA 


87 


Their  child,  Maud,  who  married  John  W,  Keck,  who 
was  for  many  years  in  charge  of  departments  in  various 
stores  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  No  children,  Mr,  Keck  is 
deceased  and  his  widow  resides  at  327  Wildwood  Drive, 
Dayton,  Ohio, 


Winfield  Scott  Lair 

Son  of  David  and  Sarah  Gordon  Lair  was  born  near 
Gordon,  Ohio,  Married  Mary  Ingle  to  whom  four  children 
were  bora,  Pearl,  Blanche,  Clyde  and  Charlie, 

Pearl  married  John  Murphy  to  whome  one  son  was  bora, 
Blanche  married  Edd  Boswell  to  whom  four  children  were 
bom. 

Clyde  and  Charlie  both  married  but  no  further  informa* 
tion  is  given. 


Elviria  Lair 

Daughter  of  David  and  Sarah  Gordon  Lair  was  born 
near  Gordon,  Ohio,  Married  Samuel  Kelly  who  decended 
from  an  early  American  family  headed  by  Seth  Kelly  of 
Yarmouth,  Massachusetts*  Their  Children, 

Harry  married  Mae  Deeter*  Pour  children,  residence  New 
York  State , 

Joseph  married  Dessie  Cress  to  whom  three  sons  were  born 
Mr,  Kelly  is  engaged  in  farming  near  to  his  aged  parents 
home,  where  he  can  give  them  any  attention  needed.  Aside 
from  his  farming  he  has  engaged  in  many  public  activi¬ 
ties,  being  at  this  time.  Trustee  of  Union  Township 
Miami  County,  Their  Children, 

Samuel  Deuane  Kelly  born  August  12,  1905,  Married 
Susan  Gnagy  December  1,  1925  who  had  the  following 
children , 

Jack  E,  Kelly,  born  August  1,  1926 
Jean  Ellen  Kelly  bora  January  8,  1928. 

James  Elden  Kelly  born  November  25,  1931, 

Jo  Ann  Kelly  bora  May  28,  1933, 

Mr,  Samuel  D,  Kelly  is  employed  at  the  National 
Cash  Register  Company  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  where  he 
resides , 
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Joseph  Donald  Kelly,  son  of  Samuel  D*  Kelly,  born 
March  18,  1907,  married  Pauline  Baker*  Employed  at  the 
National  Cash  Register  Company,  Dayton,  Ohio.  No 
children.  Residence,  R,F,D,  13,  Dayton,  Ohio, 

Max  Leroy  Kelly,  son  of  Samuel  D.  Kelly,  was  born 
on  August  23,  1912,  Unmarried,  Marine  Engineer,  U,  S, 
Coast  Guard  Service, 


Laura  Lane  Lair 

Youngest  daughter  of  David  and  Sarah  Gordon  Lair, 
was  born  near  Gordon,  Ohio,  Married  Dorsey  S.  Teague 
and  for  a  few  years  lived  on  a  farm  near  West  Milton, 
Later  they  moved  to  Dayton,  Ohio  where  Mr,  Teague  was 
engaged  as  Mail  Carrier,  He  was  accidentally  killed 
while  crossing  a  street.  They  had  four  children  as 
follows , 

Edna  Teague  married  Harry  Thornton  Guion,  who  for 
many  years  was  closely  identified  with  The  Cash  Register 
Company  in  an  official  capacity.  In  1938  Mr.  and  Mrs, 
Teague  made  an  extended  overseas  trip  visiting  many 
lands  of  interest  and  getting  a  much  need  vacation  and 
rest.  There  home  is  at  790  E.  Schantz  Avenue,  Dayton, 
Ohio . 

They  have  one  daughter,  Helen,  married  to  Philip 
C.  Ebeling,  attorney  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  Mr,  Ebeling  was 
recently  chosen  National  President  of  the  Junior 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  in  January  of  1939  was 
designated  one  of  the  "Ten  Outstanding  Young  Men  of 
America,"  As  President  of  the  Junior  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  Mr,  Ebeling  is  in  constant  demand  from  the 
various  organizations  for  addresses  which  have 
attracted  much  favourable  mention.  Their  home  is  in 
Dayton,  Ohio,  and  they  have  two  children,  Harry  Guion 
Ebeling,  born  1933,  and  Philip  Calvin  Ebeling,  born 
March  4th,  1940, 

Corla  Teague,  daughter  of  Dorsey  and  Jane  Lair 
Teague  married  Albert  Reed,  residence,  Wheeling,  Vfest 
Virginia*  Eye  specialist*  They  had  one  daughter, 
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Frances,  who  was  killed  in  an  airplane  accident  near 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania, 

Frances  Teague,  daughter  of  Dorsey  and  Jane  Lair 
Teague  married  William  S#  Travis,  residence,  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  Salesman,  Their  only  child,  Jane  Travis, 
married  Paul  Stubbs,  No  children.  Residence,  Cleveland 
Ohio,  Insurance, 

Russel  Teague,  son  of  Dorsey  and  Jane  Lair  Teague 
married  Beaulah  Brosier,  They  have  one  son,  James  R, 
Teague,  born  1925,  Residence,  Dayton,  Ohio,  Auto 
salesman , 


Amanda  Gordon 

Daughter  of  Philio  and  Elizabeth  Harden  Gordon 
married  Nelson  MacLain,  resided  on  a  farm  one  mile 
south  of  Gordon,  Mrs,  MacLain  was  born  in  New  Jersey 
on  January  24,  1812,  Married  on  September  11,  1834, 
Their  children  as  follows, 

Susan  L.  MacLain,  born  July  2,  1835,  married 
Uriah  Bonham,  residence,  near  Gordon,  Their  children, 

Ann  Bonham  married  Rufus  Swank  of  Dayton,  Ohio 
and  had  one  son,  Harley, 

Harley  Swank  married  Iva  Ellen  Humphrey  of  New 
Jasper,  Green  County,  Ohio,  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Emma  Jetta  Rowell  Humphrey  who  are  this  time  (1939) 
is  living  at  the  age  of  87  years,  Harley  Swank  died 
in  1922  leaving  the  following  children, 

Charles  Raymond  Swank,  born  August  31,  1903,  at 
Dayton,  Ohio,  married  Anna  Irene  Minger,  May  1,  1903, 

No  children.  Mr.  Swank  is  employed  by  Moraine  City 
General  Motors  Products  Company  and  resides  at  424 
West  2nd  Street,  Dayton,  Ohio, 

Wilbur  Cecil  Swank,  born  at  Dryton,  Ohio,  November 
12,  1905,  married  Helen  Marie  Cruea  of  Troy,  Ohio, 
December  24,  105,  No  Children,  Mr.  Swank  is  employed 
by  the  Aetna  Paper  Company  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  and 
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resides  at  Russell  Avenue,  R*F.D,,  Dayton,  Ohio* 

Frederick  Reuben  Swank,  bom  October  13,  1910,  at 
Dayton,  Ohio,  married  Dessie  Belle  Worthing  of  Paris, 
Kentucky  on  May  1,  1930*  Have  son  Ronald  Eugene,  born 
August  4,  1932*  Mr.  Swank  is  employed  by  the  Hall 
Bros,  Oil  and  Gas  Company  of  Dayton  and  resides  at 
6314  West  Third  Street,  Dayton,  Ohio*  Elmer  Howard 
Swank,  born  1908,  was  accidentally  killed  at  the  age 
of  19, 

Andrew  M.  Bonham,  born  November  4,  1866,  son  of 
Uriah  and  Susan  MacLain  Bonham,  married  Mary  Elizabeth 
David,  daughter  of  James  C*  and  Sarah  Ann  David,  Re¬ 
sides  at  423  Wood  Avenue,  Florence,  Alabama*  Andrew 
Bonhams  children  as  follows* 

Bernice  Gordon  Bonham,  born  February  23,  1901, 
married  Merwin  T*  Koonce, resides  at  425  Wood  Avenue, 
Florence  Alabama,  No  children* 

Beatrice  David  Bonham,  unmarried,  residence,  423 
Wood  Avenue,  Florence,  Alabama* 

Elmira  Bonham,  daughter  of  Susan  L.  MacLain,  born 
1835,  and  Uriah  Bonham*  Married  Joseph  Markley  of 
West  Milton,  Ohio*  Mrs*  Markley  died  1895.  Mr, 
Markley  died  in  1923* 


Their  Children 

John  0*  Markley,  born  1882.  Farmer  residing  near  West 
Milton,  Ohio*  Married  1887  to  Opal  H*  Cress* 

Their  Children 

Elmira  Markley,  born  1906,  married  Winfred  Martindale, 
attorney  of  Cleveland,  Ohio*  They  have  one  son,  John 
Edward  Martindale,  born  1932* 

Bertha  E*  Markley,  born  1886,  married  Arden  Elleman, 
farmer,  residing  near  1/Ve st  Milton,  Ohio* 


THE  GORDONS  OF  PITLURG  AND  OF  AMERICA 


91 


Their  Children 

Dorotha  Elleman,  born  1906,  married  Delbert  Hissong, 
mechanic.  Residence,  West  Milton,  Ohio.  They  have  one 
son,  Stanley  Hissong,  born  in  1931 

Esther  Elleman,  born  1908,  married  Dewey  Hart z ell, 
service  station,  West  Milton,  Ohio.  They  have  one  son, 
Doughlas  B.  Hartzell,  born  1930, 

Kenneth  Elleman,  born  1910,  mechanic  foreman  of  shop, 
Troy,  Ohio.  He  married  Phyllis  Wilson,  No  children. 

Marjine  Elleman,  born  1915,  married  Granville  Minnich, 
truckman.  West  Milton,  Ohio,  They  have  a  son,  Ronald 
Minnich,  born  1934,  and  a  daughter  Darlene  Ann  Minnich 
born  1937, 

Joseph  W.  Markley,  born  1907,  Government  job. 

Residence,  Troy,  Ohio.  They  have  one  son,  Jerry  O'Neil 
Markley,  born  1937, 

Leonard  A#  Markley,  born  1909,  mechanic.  Residence, 

West  Milton,  Ohio.  Married  Kathryn  Barkett,  They  have 
one  son,  Richard  A.  Markley,  born  1932. 

Edward  J,  Markley,  born  1912,  mechanic.  Residence, 

West  Milton,  Ohio,  Married  Lydia  Peacemaker, 

John  Jacob  Markley,  Operating  milk  route.  Residence, 
Laura,  Ohio,  Married  Rose  Folkerth, 

Callie  Markley,  born  1889,  married  Clinton  Stickel, 
farmer,  residence,  Laura,  Ohio,  Their  children, 

Rogers  Aaron  Stickel,  born  1917,  Mill  Wright,  Laura,  0, 
Paul  Markley  Stickel,  born  1920,  Secretary,  Laura,  Ohio, 
Ralph  Emerson  Stickel,  bom  1921,  Farmer,  Laura,  Ohio. 

Andrew  MacLain 

Son  of  Nelson  and  Amanda  Gordon  MacLain,  born 
April  11,  1843,  married  Martha  linn  Wei  lend,  born 
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February  28,  1846,  on  January  3,  1869 #  Their  children 
as  follows# 

Jane  MacLain,  born  May  26,  1873,  died  April  11,  1910 
married  George  Frederick  Crawford,  December  25,  1894, 
born  June  29,  1869,  Mr#  Crawford  was  Common  Pleas  Judge 
of  Darke  County#  Residence,  Greenville#  Their  children 

as  follows# 

Leo  Calvin  Crawford,  born  August  30,  1896#  A#  B#, 
Miami  University,  1919,  L#L#B . ,  Harvard  University, 

1922#  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  Montgomery  County,  Ohio, 
two  terms,  1931-1934#  Was  enrolled  July  20,  1918  in 
Naval  Aviation  training  at  Dunwoodie  Naval  Training 
School,  Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  and  three  weeks  at  the 
Naval  Air  Station  at  Miami,  Florida,  The  war  was  over 
before  he  was  commission#  Married  Sars  Margaret  Kelly# 
Attorney  and  resides  at  Dayton,  Ohio#  Office,  Third 
National  Bank  Building.  Their  child,  Margaret  Jane, 
was  born  on  August  30,  1928# 

In  1939  President  Roosevelt  appointed  Mr#  Crawford 
United  States  District  Attorney  for  the  South  District 
of  Ohio#  The  President’s  decision  on  the  appointment 
of  Mr#  Crawford  was  based  on  his  very  remarkable  ser¬ 
vice  in  outlawing  crime  when  Prosecuting  Attorney  of 
Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  In  view  of  the  many  scandals 
that  have  been  unearthed  in  the  records  of  many  judges 
and  attorneys  serving  the  State  in  their  official 
capacity,  the  President  was  extremely  cautious  in  this 
appointment,  but  the  strong  recommendations  offered  by 
the  Montgomery  County  Bar  and  United  States  Senator 
Vic  Donahey  in  behalf  of  Mr#  Crawford  were  convincing 
and  the  appointment  was  accordingly  made#  In  view  of 
the  fact  that  Mr#  Crawford’s  immigrant  ancestor  was 
in  the  oarly  days  of  American  history.  Chief  Justice 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  New  Jersey,  it  would  appear 
that  this  legal  talents  were  both  acquired  and  inherited. 

Myrta  MacLain,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Martha  Ann 
Wei land  MacLain,  born  May  16,  1877,  married  on  September 
24,  1899  to  Orie  Oscar  Weisenbarger #  Mr#  Weisenbarger 
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was  born  July  8,  1874,  He  was  a  druggist  in  Greenville, 
Their  children  as  follows* 

Ruth  Izora  Ytfeisenbarger ,  born  November  28,  1900, 
Ph,B.  Denison  University  1922,  M,  degree  in  social  work. 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  Residence,  1204  Delaware 
Avenue,  Wilmington,  Delaware,  Teacher  in  High  School, 
Granville,  Ohio,  Teacher  in  the  Women* s  College  at 
Constantinople,  1924-1925,  Secretary,  Sleighton  Farm 
Extention  Department,  311  S,  Juniper  Street,  Philadel¬ 
phia, 


Lloyd  Andrew  Weisenbarber ,  bom  August  7,  1903, 
married  Virginia  Long,  Greenville,  Ohio,  Foreign 
representative  Hobart  Manufacturing  Company  of  Troy, 
Ohio,  in  which  capacity  he  visits  annually  many 
foreign  countries.  They  have  one  child,  Alicia,  born 
in  1931, 

Martha  Olive  Ytfeisenbarger,  born  January  31,  1906, 
Student  at  the  Cincinnati  Conservatory  of  Music, 

Married  Richard  C*  McAlister,  Residence,  811  N,  Court 
Street,  Circleville,  Ohio,  Mr,  McAlister  is  engaged 
in  the  insurance  business.  Their  children,  Robert 
Beaton  Weisenbarger ,  born  1932,  and  Sandra  Jayne,  born 
December  26,  1938,  Mrs,  McAlister  is  a  talented 
musician  and  is  in  demand  for  recitals  and  frequently 
appears  on  public  occasions, 

Roy  Emerson  Wei senbarger ,  bora  November  1,  1908, 
married  Mary  Lightnor,  June  3,  1927,  Residence,  Xenia, 
Ohio,  Mr,  Weisenbarger  is  a  registered  pharmacist,  and 
is  employed  by  the  Donges  Drug  Company,  Xenia,  Ohio, 
Their  Children, 

Shirley  Ann,  born  1928, 

Barbara  Lou,  born  1931, 

Susan  Kay,  born  1932, 

Roy  Emerson,  Jr,.,  born  February  3,  1940, 

Paul  McLain  Weisenbarger,  married  Cleo  Graoe 
Presgrave,  March  13,  1934,  Mrs,  Weisenbarger  is  the 
daughter  of  Arthur  and  Grace  Allbery  and  was  born 
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August  29,  1898  in  Watertown  Township,  Washington 
County,  Ohio ,  Mr*  and  Mrs*  Wei  senbarger  reside  at  316 
Second  Street,  Marietta,  Ohio.  Mr.  Wei senbarger  is 
employed  as  Clerk  on  W.P.A*  works. 


ANDREW  GORDON 

Son  of  Philip  and  Elizabeth  Gordon, was  born  in  New 
Jersey  and  came  overland  with  his  father  to  Ohio  in 
1839,  Returning  to  New  Jersey,  he  married  Miss  Sarah 
Bonham,  who  was  a  member  of  a  prominent  New  Jersey 
family.  After  their  marriage,  they  came  to  Ohio 
living  at  Gordon,  Ohio,  They  had  one  child,  a  daughter 
Cena,  who  never  married.  The  family  all  lived  to  good 
old  age  and  are  interred  in  the  cemetary  at  Ithaca, 
Ohio, 


Andrew  Gordon 
Son  of 


Philip  and  Elizabeth  Gordon 
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The  following  letter  written  by  Benjamin  Hyde 
(formerly  Haide)  in  December  1847  to  his  sons,  George 
W.  Hyde,  Ben j amine  Hyde,  Jr.,  and  to  his  daughter, 
Gertrude  (Gitty)  Hyde,  who  was  the  wife  of  Franklin 
Gordon.  At  this  period  they  lived  in  Darke  and  Preble 
Counties,  Ohio,  having  recently  moved  to  the  far  west 
state  of  Ohio.  The  letter  was  mailed  at  Yardleyville 
and  before  the  days  of  postage  stamps,  was  sealed  with 
wax  and  the  postage  was  to  be  paid  by  the  receipient, 

Yardleyville  December  12,  1847 

Dear  Children:  I  received  your  letters  and  read  them 
with  much  pleasure  and  was  glad  to  hear  from  you  all, 
and  especially  to  hear  that  you  are  in  good  health  and 
doing  well.  Industry  and  punctuality  is  what  makes  a 
man,  if  you  observe  those  two  principles  strictly 
there  is  no  danger  but  you  will  always  find  plenty  of 
friends.  But  at  the  same  time  take  care  of  false 
flattery  and  don’t  be  led  by  them  that  would  use  fair 
words  to  deceive  and  defraud  you.  Trust  no  man  with 
your  secrets  or  private  business  for  that  gives  him 
the  advantage  over  you  in  your  dealings  with  him  or 
others.  Now  as  you  and  Benjamin  are  just  setting  out 
in  the  World  and  may  have  a  long  struggle  through 
life  before  you  close  your  existance  in  this  World. 

I  consider  it  an  object  of  great  importance  to  you 
both  and  nothing  could  afford  greater  joy  or  pleasure 
to  me  in  my  declining  years,  I  have  not  given  you 
this  advice  as  though  I  thought  you  were  not  just  and 
honest  in  your  dealings  for  I  have  always  found  you 
so  with  me.  But  you  are  now  away  in  a  distant  land 
that  I  never  expect  to  see  and  very  likely  I  shall 
not  see  any  of  your  faces  again  in  this  World,  but 
if  I  can  have  the  satisfaction  in  my  last  hours  of  be¬ 
lieving  that  I  have  done  my  duty  towards  my  family 
in  giving  them  instruction  and  advice  that  is  good, 

I  think  I  can  die  satisfied  that  all  is  right. 

Now  George  you  will  try  to  advice  with  Benjamin. 
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Benjamin  is  young  and  will  easily  be  led  away  by  those 
who  are  older  than  himself  and  as  he  is  gone  from  me  I 
have  no  control  over  him,  where  ever  he  goes  and  with 
these  old  dim  eyes  of  mine  can  I  sprinkle  the  paper  I 
am  writing  on.  He  is  the  youngest  and  has  gone  from 
me  before  I  desired  it,  but  so  it  is  now  and  can  only 
pray  the  Lord  to  preserve  and  guide  him  through  this  un¬ 
friendly  World,  and  my  prayers  now  is  that  God  will  you 
all  for  the  sake  of  Jesus  Christ.  I  add  no  more  but 
remain  your  affectionate  Father  in  life  and  so  till 

death  closes  my  eyes. 

Dear  Children  remember  me. 

A  few  words  more  in  respect  of  my  business* 

I  have  traded  my  store  for  Persons  farm  and  expect  to 
leave  Yardleyville  in  the  spring.  He  takes  the  store 
as  it  is  and  what  the  difference  will  be  is  not  yet 
known  as  we  have  not  taken  account  of  stock,  he  has 
agreed  to  take  it  at  first  cost  and  the  balance  if  any 
he  is  to  pay  in  a  year  after  date  and  I  take  his  farm 
and  loan  him  27  hundred  dollars  out  of  it  thus  giving 
him  a  good  price  for  it.  But  he  has  it  in  first  rate 
order  and  it  is  a  good  one,  I  thought  I  never  could 
settle  my  business  while  I  kept  store  and  we  have  a 
great  deal  of  money  standing  out  that  will  be  hard  to 
collect  and  the  longer  the  worse  so  I  concluded  to 
quite  altogether. 

To  Franklin  (Gordon)  and  Gitty  (Gertrude)  Hyde  Gordon. 

I  say  I  have  the  pleasure  to  writing  once  more  to  you 
and  in  so  doing  you  will  have  the  liberty  persuing 
this  whole  letter.  It  is  intended  for  you  all  as  I 
concluded  one  would  answer  and  save  something  in 
postage . 

I  have  heard  very  favourable  accounts  from  you. 

The  people  that  came  from  your  place  say  you  have  a 
fine  farm  and  I  am  in  hopes  it  is  so.  Mother  Hyde 
says  she  wants  to  see  Franklin  and  Gitty  very  much  and 
talks  of  coming  out  sometime,  but  I  think  she  won*t. 

And  in  closing  I  say  be  good  children  and  God  will 
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bless  you,  We  are  all  as  well  as  common  and  I  hope 
these  lines  will  all  so  too, 

Benj.  Hyde, 

My  best  respects  to  my  new  daughter-in-law,  I  hope  it 
will  happen  so  that  you  can  come  and  see  us,  I  would 
be  much  pleased  to  see  you  and  spend  a  few  days  with 
you  could  it  be  so.  But  if  not  we  must  have  our 
soshable  intercourses  by  letter,  and  I  went  you  to 
write  me  whenever  you  can,  if  George  hasn’t  time  maybe 
you  have,  I  wish  you  could  see  your  little  old  mother- 
in-law  she  could  keep  you  talking  all  day.  She  sends 
her  best  respects  to  you  all, 

Benj,  Hyde. 


To 

George  Yl,  Hyde  and  Wife, 

Franklin  Gordon  and  Wife, 

Benj,  Hyde  and  all  inquiring  friends. 

Continuation , 

Gitty  Roberson  is  at  our  house  and  has  been  three 
weeks.  She  is  quite  hearty  and  has  been  every  since 
Jonathan  died.  She  lives  among  her  children.  Rebecca 
Cooley  just  left  our  house  for  home  and  she  grieves 
very  much  for  Mahlon  he  was  helping  them  a  good  deal. 
But  he  is  no  more, 

Conti nuation 

There  have  been  several  deaths  in  Yardleyville  since 
you  left,  Robinson  Hyde  and  Wife  has  just  been  to  see 
us,  they  are  well.  Please  write  as  soon  as  you  can, 

Benj.  Hyde, 

Letter  addressed  to  Mr,  George  Hyde,  Euphemia,  P,  0, 
Preble  Co,,  Ohio, 

Later  these  families  moved  to  Piatt  County,  Illinois* 

Investigation  shows  that  Yardleyville  is  situated  in 
Bucks  County,  Pennsylvania  and  is  located  a  few  miles 
north  of  Trenton  on  the  Delaware  River,  It  is  now 
known  as  Yardley, 
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FRANKLIN  GORDON 

Son  of  Philip  and  Elizabeth  Gordon,  married  in 
New  Jersey,  Gertrude  Haide  (Hyde),  came  west  overland 
to  Ohio  and  settled  in  the  souther  section  of  Darke 
County,  where  he  was  elected  and  served  as  Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  several  years.  Shortly  before  the  Civil 
War  between  the  Spates,  there  was  an  exodus  from  the 
eastern  states  to  the  fine  prarie  lands  of  Illinois, 
After  a  thorough  investigation  he  concluded  to  move  to 
that  section  which  he  did  in  1855,  He  was  accompanyed 
by  several  neighboring  families  among  whome  were  the 
Paulis,  Wolf,  and  Klingers, 

Owing  to  the  lack  of  roads  and  the  bad  condition 
of  those  in  evidence,  the  journey  was  most  difficult 
both  for  the  family  and  the  live  stock.  In  many  sec¬ 
tions  the  roads  were  made  of  timbers  laying  across  and 
were  designated  as  "Corduroy  Roads"  and  aside  from 
their  roughness  were  some  improvement  over  the  average 
roads , 

Arriving  they  found  the  usual  conditions  pertain¬ 
ing  to  newly  settled  countries.  He  first  proceeded  to 
erect  a  house  which  consisted  of  one  room  which  was 
later  added  to  enough  to  accomodate  in  comfort  his 
growing  family ♦  That  fine  prarie  land  at  that  time 
could  be  bought  for  $2,50  per  acre  and  with  his  usual 
foresight,  he  bought  large  quantities  of  it,  much  of 
which  still  remains  in  possession  of  his  descendants, 
and  is  very  valuable* 

Mr,  Gordon  lived  to  good  old  age,  surrounded  by 
his  children,  died  in  1872  and  is  buried  at  Mohomet, 
Illinois , 

Following  is  given  his  descendants,  as  far  as  we 
have  been  able  to  gather,  most  of  whom  still  remain 
near  to  where  he  originally  settled. 


Franklin  Gordon 
Son  of 

Philip  and  Elizabeth  Gordon 
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T/ALTER  WESLEY  SCHUYLER 

Son  of  Harvey  ahd  Lurtha  Ward  Schuyler,  was  born 
February  14,  1889  on  a  farm  in  Piatt  County,  Illinois, 
During  his  childhood  his  parents  moved  to  White  County, 
Indiana  where  they  resided  for  some  ten  years,  in  1904 
moving  to  Wolcutt,  Indiana  in  order  that  he  might  have 
the  advantage  of  better  schooling. 

After  graduating  from  the  Wolcutt  High  School,  he 
attended  Purdue  University  at  Lafayette,  Indiana, 
graduating  in  June  1911  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Science  in  Civil  Engineering.  In  1916  he  received 
an  advanced  degree  of  Civil  Engineering  from  the  same 
University. 

After  graduating  from  Purdue  he  was  employed  by 
the  Oil  Belt  Railway  in  Oblong,  Illinois,  later  by 
the  Illinois  Central  Railroad,  In  June  1912  he  ac¬ 
cepted  a  position  with  The  United  Fruit  Company  as 
Assistant  Engineer  of  Construction  at  Bocas  del  Toro, 
Panama,  and  spent  three  years  in  the  jungles  locating 
railroads  for  banana  plantations.  In  1915  he  was 
transferred  to  Preston,  Cuba,  as  acting  Chief  Engineer 
of  the  Preston  Division  an d  has  since  respectively 
occupied  the  following  positions  with  this  company. 

Chief  Engineer,  Preston  Division 
Superintendent  of  Agriculture 
Manager  of  the  Preston  Division 
Manager  of  the  Cuban  Division 
General  Manager  Cuban  Sugar  Divisions 
now  occupying  the  last  position  named, 

Mr,  Schuyler  is  a  member  of  the  following  clubs 
and  organizations: 

American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers 
American  Society  of  Agricultural  Engineers 
Cuban  Engineering  Society 
Havanna  Country  Club 

Director,  Mill  Owners  Association  of  Cuba 


100 


THE  GORDONS  OF  PITLURG  AND  OF  AMERICA 


Board  of  Directors,  American  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  Cuba 

Board  of  Governors,  American  Club  of  Cuba 
14th  Degree  Mason* 

Thus,  it  can  be  seen  that  high  honors  and  responsi¬ 
bilities  are  not  beyond  the  reach  of  farmer  boys  who 
prepare  themselves  for  such  duties. 

i 

On  July  11,  1917  Mr.  Schuyler  was  married  to  Miss 
Bertha  Printz  of  Luray,  Virginia,  a  member  of  the 
D.A.R.  They  have  no  children.  Not  withstanding  his 
arduous  duties  in  Cuba,  he  is  able  to  spend  his  vaca¬ 
tions  in  Virginia  where  he  has  a  permanent  home  near 
Char lottsvi lie ,  where  he  is  a  member  of  the  Farmington 
Country  Club  of  Albermarte  Country,  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Schuyler  are  active  in  the  many  social  affairs  of  this 
community,  Mr.  Schuyler  has  furnished  for  this  work  a 
very  comprehensive  chart  of  the  descendants  of  Frank¬ 
lin  Gordon,  his  grandfather,  which  we  are  pleased  to 
add , 


NANCY  JANE  GORDON 

Daughter  of  Franklin  and  Gertrude  Hayde  Gordon, 
was  born  on  March  11-1845,  A  woman  of  fine  Christian 
character  and  whose  life  was  devoted  to  good  works. 
Married  to  Thomas  H,  Schuyler,  a  school  teacher,  who 
was  born  January  4,  1837,  Mr,  Schuyler  died  October 
21,  1864.  Lived  at  Walcott,  Indiana.  They  had  one 
son,  Harvey  Hallick  Schuyler,  born  August  14,  1862. 

Harvey  Hallick  Schuyler  married  Luetha  Ward,  who 
died  December  2,  1938.  They  had  two  children. 

Gertrude  May  Schuyler,  born  October  18,  1883, 
and  in  1900  was  married  to  George  W.  Timmons,  Resi¬ 
dence,  Wolcott ,  Indiana,  This  union  was  blessed  with 
two  children, 

Lula  Tessie  Marie  Timmons,  born  February  13, 
1901.  Graduate  Wolcott  High  School  and  Madam  Blaker 
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School,  Indianapolis  and  is  teaching  school  at  Wolcott, 
Indiana.  Married  Floyd  Sheets  on  July  26,  1924,  No 
children . 

Newell  Schuyler  Lewis  Timmons,  born  April  13,  1913* 
Graduate  Wolcott  High  School  and  attended  Purdue  Uni¬ 
versity  for  two  years.  Married  Virginia  Lucille  Guard, 
born  April  14,  1918.  Mr.  Timmons  is  engaged  in  farming 
and  lives  near  Wolcott,  Indiana*  They  have  one  son, 
Walter  Glen,  who  was  born  January  10,  1939, 

Nancy  Jane  Gordon,  married  2nd,  Charles  Apgar, 
January  5,  1868, 


Their  Children 

Ann  Louisa  Apgar,  born  February  1,  1869,  married 
Sol  Strohl,  January  21,  1891.  They  had  the  following 
children.  Residence,  Kirlin,  Indiana, 

Roy  Strohl,  born  April  28,  1893,  married  Hazel  Unger, 
born,  July  4,  1894*  They  had  the  following  children. 

Anna  Margaret,  born  June  7,  1915  at  Kirklin,  Inaiana, 
Married  Martin  R.  Readier,  steel  worker.  Residence, 
Bethleham,  Pennsylvania*  No  children, 

Kenneth  Mack,  born  July  25,  1924  at  Forest  City,  Ind, 
Wayne  Edward,  born  July  3,  1930  at  Niagra  Falls,  both 
Kenneth  and  Wayne  reside  at  Bethleham,  Pennsylvania, 


Bertha  Strohl,  born  September  3,  1895  married  Frank 
Auble,  born  January  16,  1894,  They  have  five  children 
as  follows.  Residence,  Clarks  Hill,  Indiana. 

Harold  Auble,  born  May  1,  1918- - *  • 

Damon  Auble,  born  August  16,  1921 - • 

Roll and  Auble,  born  December  12,  193 - - 

Ruth  Ann  Auble,  born  March  7,  1930 - - -  • 

Martha  Caroline,  born  September  2,  1933--------  *  • 

Stanley  Strohl,  born  May  18,  100  married  Mary 
Merrill,  born  November  22,  1905.  They  ave  two  children 
as  follows.  Residence  122  S.  Henthorne  Lane, 
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Indianapolis,  Indiana. 


Thomas  Merrille  Strohe,  born^May  25,  1931— - - 

Ralph  Stanley  Strohle,  born  December  2,  1937- - 


Jennie  Strohl,  born-------- — - ,  married 

Chester  Southward,  Born  August  8,  1902.  Residence, 
Kirlin,  Indiana.  They  have  one  child  as  follows. 
Marilyn  Sue  Southward,  born  August  20,  1935 - - 


Earl  Apgar ,  son  of  Nancy  Jane  Gordon  and  Charles 

Apgar ,  born  - - - - - - s  married  Alice  Wolf  « 

_ _ _ _ _ _ #  Residence,  Rock¬ 
ford,  Illinois.  They  have  four  children  as  follows. 

Earl-- - - - * - ~  • 

Charles - - - - - - - -  "  • 

Bernice- - - - - - - 


GERTRUDE  GORDON 

Daughter  of  Franklin  and  Gertrude  Hayde  Gordon, 
married  first,  James  Johnson. 

Their  Children 

Eva  Johnson  married  Charles  Draper.  No  further  informa¬ 
tion  „ 

Louie  Johnson  married  Roy  Taylor.  No  further  information 
Bessie  Johnson  married-----Duvall .No  further  information 

SARAH  GORDON 

Daughter  of  Franklin  and  Gertrude  Hayde  Gordon, 
married  first  John  J.  Strohl  by  whom  the  following 
children  were  born. 

Cora  Strohl,  born - ,  married  John 

Stacker,  Residence  1109  W*  Stroughton  St  # ,  Urbana,  Ill. 


THE  GORDONS  OF  PITLURG  AND  OF  AMERICA 


105 


Their  Children 


Minnie  B. - Mf- - Daily,  Residence 

Urbana,  Illinois, 

Add  B . - -M . - - Reed,  Residence 

Urbana,  Illinois. 

Ethel  B. - M. - - - McGinnis  , 

Residence,  Urbana,  Illinois. 

Charles  B. - -M - • 

Residence,  Ovid,  Michigan. 

Frank  Strohl  B, - - - - - ,  Married 


Sarah  Houser,  Seymour,  Illinois. 

Their  Children 

Dayton  Strohl  B. - — - - - M, - 

Residence,  RrF.D,  3,  Champaign,  Illinois. 

Ines  Strohl  B . — - - - M, - 

Residence,  Monticello,  Illinois. 

Goldie  Strohl  B , - -  M - 

Residence,  Seymour,  Illinois, 

Lucy  Stroyl ,  B-- - #  married  Frank 

Richards , 


Rhodes  . 
Worth  * 


Their  Children 

Ernest  Richards  B - - - M — - - - 

Residence,  Ligonier,  Indiana, 

Viola  Richards  B.- . - . M.« . . . Evans. 

Residence,  New  Paris,  Indiana, 

Minnie  Strohl  B, - ,  married  Charles 

Dillavon,  Residence,  Stockton,  California, 

Their  Children 

Hazel  Dilavon  B - — M,— - — - — - — 

Residence,  Stockton,  California, 

Ruth  Dilavon  B • — — - - - M,--- - - - — — 

Residence,  Stockton,  California, 
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Daniel  Strohl,  B. . >  married 

Myrtle* - — - — ,  Residence,  Laf ontaine ,  Ind, 

Their  Children 

Edith  Strohl  B. - - - M, - Slagle* 

Residence,  LaFontaine,  Indiana. 

Ella  Strohl  B. . M, . . George 

Turner,  deceased. 


Their  Children 

Violet  Turner  B * - — — M. — - - — * — — 

McCarty.  Residence,  Seymour,  Illinois. 

Murtie  Strohl  B. — --- - - - -  M,  Curtis  Dillavon, 

Residence,  Los  Angeles. 

Their  Children 

Nellie  Dillavon  B » — - — — M,-- - - ** 1 

Residence,  Olin,  Iowa, 

Marvin  Dillavon  B - - —  M ,* - - -  —  , 

Residence,  Los  Angeles, 

Wryth  Dillavon  B - M ,--*■* - - , 

Residence,  Minot,  North  Dakota, 

Ernest  Strohl  B. - *  married  Bertha 

- - - - - #  Residence,  Rockwell  City,  Iowa, 

Their  Children 

Edith  Strohl  Slagle,  Residence,  LaFontaine,  Indiana, 


Charles  Apgar,  horn  * - - - — - *  married 

Jena  Holz,  Residence,  Paxton,  Illinois,  They  have  no 
children , 

Grace  Olive  Pearl  Apgar,  born  November  11,  1882 
married  Walter  Harmeson  on  January  1,  1901,  Residence 
2624  N,  Spaulding  Street,  Chicago,  Illinois, 
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Their  Children 

Emil  Harmeson  B ,  May  1902,  married  Martha  Akers. 
Residence ,  Chicago,  Illinois.  They  have  no  children. 
Harold  Harmeson,  B,  January  16,  1904,  married  Mary 
Vfallan .  Residence,  Chicago,  Illinois.  No  children* 
Helen  Harmeson,  B.  February  18,  1906,  married  Thomas 
Neale.  Residence,  Indianapolis,  Indiana.  They  have 
one  child  as  follows. 

Jean  Ann  Harmeson,  born  June  9,  1938, 

Halter  Glen  Harmeson,  born  March  9,  1908  married 
Evelyn  J.  McDill,  born  at  Lafayette,  Indiana. 
Residence,  1400  Broadway,  Bethlehem,  Pennsylvania, 

Mr.  Harmeson  is  a  graduate  of  Purdue  University  where 
he  was  very  much  interested  in  athletics.  At  the 
present  time  he  is  Coath  for  Lehigh  University  where 
he  has  been  most  successful  in  his  profession,  Mrs, 
Harmeson  is  the  daughter  of  Mr,  and  Mrs,  John  R, 

McDill  and  was  born  - — - - * - at  Lafayette, 

Indiana,  They  have  one  child. 

Warren  Glen  Harmeson,  born  February  4,  1933  at 
Lafayette,  Indiana, 


MARY  CATHERINE  GORDON 

Daughter  of  Franklin  and  Gertrude  Hayde  Gordon, 
married  William  Henry  Harrison  McCall.  Residence, 
Mansfield. 


Their  Children 

Montgomery  Clifton  McCall  married  Emma  Shaffer, 
residence,  Mansfield,  Illinois.  Their  children, 

Robert,  Jean,  Donald  and  William  H.  H.  McCall,  Jr*, 
Residence,  Mansfield,  Illinois, 

Fern  married  Alvin  Metzler,  They  have  one 
daughter,  Marylyn  Joan.  Residence,  Mansfield,  Illinois, 
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Byron  married  Catherine  Riggleman,  Their  children, 
Frances,  Alvin  and  Shirley. 

William  Fayes,  now  deceased,  married  Anna  Ellis, 
Residence,  Monti  cello,  Illinois.  Their  children, .Anna 
Mary,  residence,  Monticello,  Illinois,  Dale  Austin 
married  Ora  Ganter.  Residence  Flint,  Michigan,  Gilbert 
married  Floy  Russell,  ^heir  children,  David,  Thomas, 
Kathleen,  Residence,  Flint,  Michigan, 

Phyllis  married  Lynn  Harris,  Their  children, 

Bruce,  Marylyne,  Residence,  Lima,  Ohio, 

John  Franklin  married  Nina  Davis,  Their  children, 
George  who  married  Eleanor  Herriott.  Son  James, 
residence,  Mahomet,  Illinois.  Lawrence  who  married 
Julia — - — ,  Residence,  Bremerton,  Wash* 

Agnes  Catherine  married  Harold  Sheels.  Residence, 
Bloomington,  Illinois, 

Philip  Sheridan  married  Blanche  Heald.  Children, 
Maurine  married  Ralph  Bruner,  whose  children  are  Ralph, 

Kerry,  Hammond,  Robert  married  Margaret — - — ■ — • 

One  child,  Maureen.  Residence  — — — - Delaware, 

Stella  Josephine  married  Joseph  J,  Weinhandler , 
(now  known  as  Stella  McCall  and  Joseph  J,  McCall,), 

Son,  Joseph,  Jr,  of  New  York  City. 

Stella  J.  McCall  and  Fred  Brunner  were  married  on 
December  7,  1940  in  the  Marble  Collegiate  Church,  New 
York  City,  Reverend  Norman  Vincent  Peale  officiated, 
Mr.  Brunner  is  a  retired  importer  of  laces,  having  for 
many  years  conducted  that  business  in  New  York  City, 

Mr.  and  Mrs,  Brunner  will  make  their  home  in  Cranbury, 
New  Jersey  during  the  summer  months ,  and  in  Florida 
during  the  winter. 
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ANN  GORDON 

Daughter  ox"  Franklin  and  Gertrude  Hayde  Gordon 
married  William  Warren  who  was  born  in  England,  came 
to  America,  and  settle  near  Mansfield,  where  he  met 
his  future  wife*  He  was  an  intellegent  farmer,  stock- 
man,  excellent  manager  and  accumulated  quite  an 
estate  which  he  left  o  his  children. 

Their  Children 

Emily  Warren  married  Joseph  Howe,  Mr,  Howe  was 
a  farmer  and  lived  near  Mansfield,  Illinois,  He  was 
a  Christian  man  and  much  regarded  in  the  community  in 
which  he  lived*  His  early  death  at  the  age  of  53 
left  his  vxife  with  seven  children  as  follows, 

Cloyd  W#  Howe  married  Viola  Vurtis,  Children,  Elien, 
Eloise,  Robert,  Residence,  Farmer  City,  Illinois, 

Lelia  Surber,  Residence,  Chicago,  Illinois,  Child, 
Norma , 

Lott  C,  Howe  married  Ethel  Elder,  Children,  Bessie 
J,  Morris.  Residence,  Farmer  City,  Illinois. 

Alta  Howe  married  Clyde  Curtis,  Children,  Evelyn, 
Annita,  Residence,  Farmer  City,  Illinois, 

Vernon  Howe  married  Charles  L,  Fray,  Children,  Lloyd, 
Lee,  Residence,  Monticello,  Illinois. 

Lola  Howe  married  Russel  Bateman*  No  children. 
Residence,  Farmer  City,  Illinois, 

Stanley  Howe  married  Ruth  Stalker,  child,  Margadine* 
Residence,  Mansfield,  Illinois, 

Emily  Yfarren  Howe  resides  at  Farmer  City,  Ill*, 
in  close  touch  with  her  children,  who  with  her  grand¬ 
children  are  most  attentive  to  her  wellfare. 
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THOMS  WARREN 

Son  of  Yd  Hi am  and  Ann  Gordon  Warren,  married 
Elizabeth  Howe.  Thomas  Warren  was  a  man  of  much  execu¬ 
tive  ability  which  he  displayed  in  the  managment  of  his 
farming  industries  as  well  as  a  dealer  in  stock.  His 
farms  were  located  in  the  famous  Illinois  Corn  Belt 
which  is  unsurpassed  for  fertility,  A  part  of  this 
same  land  which  in  the  pioneer  days  was  bought  by  his 
grandfather,  Franklin  Gordon,  for  #2.50  per  acre  is 
now  among  the  most  valuable  land  in  Illinois, 

Mr.  Warren  died  at  a  rather  early  ago  leaving  his 
wife  and  the  following  children. 

Anna  May,  unmarried,  born  May  1,  1892,  Residence, 
Mansfield,  Illinois, 

Nellie  Pearl,  born  October  14,  1894,  married  Charles 
A,  Mo s grove.  Children,  Charles  Eugene,  born  November 
24,  1921,  Ethel  Virginia,  born  February  25,  1926, 
Nellie  Pearl  graduated  from  the  University  of  Illinois 
and  resides  on  a  farm  near  Mansfield, 

Milton  Warren,  born  October  5,  1897,  married  Claradine 
Dickson,  Their  son,  Milton  Willis  Warren,  Residence, 
Mansfield,  Illinois, 

All  of  the  children  of  Thomas  and  Emily  Warren 
are  graduates  of  the  University  of  Illinois  and  are 
active  in  community  affairs  in  their  respective 
homes.  May  Y/arren  and  her  sister  Nellie  Mosgrove 
are  active  in  church  and  club  activities,  Milton 
Yrnrren  is  serving  his  fifth  year  as  President  of  the 
Piatt  Farm  Bureau,  and  is  active  in  other  affairs 
in  his  county,  Yi e  believe  that  could  Franklin  Gordon 
return  and  see  his  descendants  of  the  third  generation 
nurtureing  the  land  that  he  reclaimed  from  virgin 
prarie,  he  would  be  highly  pleased. 
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FRANK  WARREN 

Son  of  William  Warren  and.  Ann  Elizabeth  Gordon 

married-- - —  ,  Residence,  near  Ames , 

Iowi, 


Their  Children 


No  information. 


CHARLES  WARREN 

Son  of  William  Warren  and  Ann  Elizabeth  Gordon 
married  Maggie  Mathews  Gordon,  widow  of  Franklin 
Gordon,  Residence,  Fort  Morgan,  Colorado, 

Their  Children 

Charles  Warren,  Jr,,  married  Hazel  Ely,  They  had  two 
children  as  follows. 

Louise--- — - - — - — —  • 

Margaret-- — - - - - - - -  • 


GEORGE  ’WARREN 


Son  of  Charles  Warren  and  Maggie  Mathews  Gordon 
married  Deveryle  Talbot,  Residence,  Trinidad,  Colo¬ 
rado,  No  children. 


LEROY  WARREN 

Son  of  Charles  Warren  and  Maggie  Mathews  Gordon, 
Not  married.  Residence,  P.0,  281  Summer  Street, 
Boston.  Wool  merchant. 
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PHILIP  IZOR  GORDON 

Son  of  Franklin  and  Gertrude  Hayden  Gordon,, 
married  Martha  Jane  Mathewes,  lived  his  entire  life  in 
Piatt  County ,  Illinois.  Their  only  child  was  Charles 
Gordon,  horn  February  18,  1864. 

Charles  Gordon  (now  deceased)  married  Eva  Luella 
Caldwell  on  September  25,  1890,  Residence,  Mansfield, 
Illinois.  To  this  union  was  born  four  children  as 
follows  . 

Philip  Burton,  born  July  11,  1891,  married  Ethel  May 
Vfright,  January  1,  1914,  They  have  one  son,  Donald 
Burton,  born  September  3,  1915# 

Bertha  Gordon,  married  Robert  B.  Gibson,  January 
1929,  Mr,  Gibson  is  no w  deceased.  They  have  one  child 
Robert  Moss  Gibson  born  May  26,  1931,  Residence,  Mans¬ 
field,  Illinois. 

James  Dillard  Gordon  married  Trevia  Rogers,  August  10, 
1934-,  No  children.  Residence,  Champaign,  Illinois, 
Occupation,  Mfgr,  Food  Products. 

Dorotha  Gordon  married  Harold  Bartlett,  February  10, 
1934.  They  have  one  child,  Janette  Lou,  born  December 
5,  1937,  Residence,  Mahomet,  Illinois,  Occupation, 

farmer , 


BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  GORDON 

Son  of  Franklin  and  Gertrude  Gordon  married 
Minera  Glascoe,  Farmer,  resided  in  Mansfield,  Ill, 
Mr.  Gordon  and  his  wife  are  both  deceased. 

We  find  that  Benjamin  Franklin  and  Minerva  Glas- 
cow  Gordon  had  the  following  children. 


Andrew  Izor  Gordon  married  and  has  children  but  does 
not  reply  to  requests  for  names  etc.  He  is  said  to 
reside  in  Urbana,  Illinois, 
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Hattie  Gordon,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Franklin  and  Miner¬ 
va  Gordon,  married  in  Mansfield,  Illinois,  March  18, 
1897  to  Olin  E,  Boothe. 


Their  Children 

Mabel  Boothe,  born  March  9,  1898,  married  to  Carson  B. 
Doenges,  December  20,  1918  in  Kewana,  Indiana,  Mr, 
Doenges  is  a  World  War  Veteran,  They  reside  in 
Montpelier,  Ohio,  and  have  the  following  children. 
Kenneth,  born  September  19,  1920, 

Doris,  born  June  9th,  1923. 

Russell  Boothe,  son  of  Olin  E,  Boothe  and  Hattie 
Gordon  Boothe,  born  February  27,  1902,  was  married  to 
Alice  Brown  of  Montpelier,  Indiana,  January  28,  1933, 
They  have  one  child,  Russell  Gordon  Boothe.  Mr,  Boothe 
is  a  dentist  at  1000  Diversey  Parkway,  Chicago,  Ill, 

Franklin  Gordon,  son  of  Benjamin  Franklin  and  Minerva 
Glascow  Gordon  married  Maggie  Mathews  in  Mansfield, 
Illinois , 


Their  Children 

Blanche  married  W,  H.  Johnson,  Residence,  Fort  Morgan, 
Colorado,  Mr,  Johnson  is  the  son  of  George  and  Mary 
Johnson  and  was  born  in  the  city  of  Odense,  Island  of 
Funen,  Denmark,  Their  children,  Harry  TV,  Johnson,  born 
1916,  Colorado,  State  Highway  Department,  Laporte, 
Colorado . 

Keith  E.  Johnson,  born  1917,  U.S .Nevada,  San  Pedro, 
California . 

Merlin  E,  John,  born  1918,  Barnes  Business  College, 
Denver,  Colorado. 

Frances,  daughter  of  Franklin  and  Maggie  Mathews 
Gordon, married  Glen  Maxon.  Residence,  Jewell  Iowa, 

Their  Children.  DeVere- - , 

Phylis - . 

Warren- — - - . 

Robert--- - , 
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MARY  GORDON 

Youngest  daughter  of  Philip  and  Elizabeth  Harden 
Gordon,  came  overland  to  Ohio  with  her  parents  in  1839* 
She  married  John  Karr  and  settled  on  a  farm  one  mile 
east  of  Gordon  and  quite  near  her  parents  farm.  On 
this  farm  she  reared  her  family  of  children,  remaining 
on  it  until  her  death. 

Their  Children 

Elizabeth,  married  Alpheus  McElwaine,  a  grocer  in 
Greenville,  Ohio,  where  they  lived  for  many  years. 

Their  children  as  follows,  Edward,  John,  Katie,  Jane, 
all  of  whom  died  leaving  no  children, 

Selby,  Jane,  Sarah,  all  of  whom  died  unmarried, 

Sylvester  F,  Karr,  born  on  the  home  farm,  June  23, 
1864  died  June  2,  1936,  On  March  25,  1883  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Sarah  Elizabeth  Nickle  who  was 
born  and  reared  on  a  farm  in  the  same  neighborhood, 

Mrs*  Karr  was  an  able  assistant  to  her  husband  in  all 
things  pertaining  to  good  management  of  the  farm  and 
household,  was  a  most  devoted  mother  to  nine  children, 
which  she  reared  and  sent  forth  into  the  world,  ably 
equipped  to  be  wifes  and  fathers  of  the  generation  to 
follow,  Mrs,  Karr  died  January  18,  1838*  Both  she  and 
Sylvester  are  buried  in  the  cemetary  at  Ithaca,  Ohio, 
where  a  monument  marks  their  grave. 

On  March  25,  1883  surrounded  by  their  children, 
relatives  and  friends,  they  celebrated  the  50th 
anniversary  of  their  marriage.  Following  an  inheri¬ 
tance  from  a  long  line  of  ancestors,  Mr.  Karr  was  very 
much  interested  in  religion  and  identified  himself 
early  in  life  with  the  Church  of  his  choice.  There 
being  no  meeting  house  of  that  Sect;  in  his  immediate 
neighborhood,  the  members  congregated  at  his 
commodious  house  where  meetings  were  held, 

Mr,  Karr  was  a  lover  of  fine  stock  and  at  his 
death  had  a  number  of  animals  that  were  the  admiration 
of  all,  (See  pictures  on  opposite  page) 


The  above  picture  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Sylvester 
Franklin  Karr  was  taken  upon  the  celebration 
of  the  50th  anniversary  of  their  wedding  day, 
which  was  observed  at  the  farm  on  which  he 
was  bora,  lived  and  died. 


' 


' 
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Their  Children 

Ibbi e  Karr,  married  Charles  Baker,  son  of  Harless  and 
Catherine  Baker,  farmer.  Residence,  R,  F.  D,  I,  Laura, 
Ohio,  Their  children, 

Cora  Hazel  bom  1903,  married  John  Kress,  farmer , 
residence,  R,  F#  K,  I,  Laura,  Ohio,  Their  children, 
Donald,  born  1926,  Letnth,  born  1929, 

Charles  Delbert,  Mildred  Flesher, 

Their  child,  Thomas,  bom  1937, 

Orlando  Otho,  born  1906,  married  Ruby  Worley,  No 

4 

children, 

Emma  Karr,  married  Edward  Mattis,  residence,  Potsdam, 
Miami  County,  Ohio,  Their  son,  Myron,  bom  1918, 

Ija  Karr,  married  Maude  Brown,  residence,  Brookville, 
Ohio,  Contractor,  Have  one  daughter,  Rosannan, 
student  at  N,  Manchester  Indiana  College, 

Maudie  Karr,  married  R.  Aubrey  Hart,  August  9,  1913, 
Residence,  Arcanum,  Ohio,  Farmer,  Their  children, 
Gordon  Davis  Hart,  born  August  15,  1914,  Teacher, 
Tippacanoe  City,  Ohio,  Married  E,  Pauline  Esplin, 
August  7,  1936,  They  have  one  child,  Craig  Gordon 
Hart,  born  January  2,  1939, 

Cora.  Karr,  married  Harry  B,  Fallcnor,  residence,  R,F,D, 
I,  Laura,  Ohio,  Farmer,  Have  one  son,  Richard  K* 
Falknor,  bom  1913, 

Marie  Karr,  married  Charles  T,  Isenbarger ,  Residence, 
Laura,  Ohio,  Farmer,  Their  children. 

Karr  C,  Isenbarger,  born  1922,  Residence,  Laura,  Ohio, 
Phyllis  June  Isenbarger,  born  1926,  Residence,  Laura, 
Ohio , 


Other  children  of  Franklin  Sylvester  and  Sarah 
Karr  are  a  daughter  Ella,  who  married  a  Mr,  Kline;  a 
son,  Curtis  who  married  a  Miss  Corwin;  another  son. 
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John,  married*  Repeated  requests  for  further  informa¬ 
tion  regarding  their  families  received  no  attention, 
consequently,  it  can  not  be  presented  here* 


Henry  Gordon 
Son  of 


Philip  and  Elizabeth  Gordon 
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HENRY  GORDON 

(OF  OHIO) FAMILY 

Henry  Gordon,  youngest  son  of  Philip  and  Elizabeth 
Harden  Gordon,  was  born  in  Hunterdon  County,  New  Jersey, 
September  5,  1825#  He  came  overland  to  Ohio  with  his 
parents  in  1839,  being  then  fourteen  years  of  age# 

Arriving  at  manhood  he  married  Nancy  Rutherford 
Owen,  born  in  Knox  County,  Tennessee,  daughter  of  John 
Keilan  and  Margaret  Walker  Owen#  Nancy  Gordon  died  on 
December  27,  1861,  leaving  four  small  children. 

Their  Children 

Lucetta  Gordon,  born  December  4,  1854,  married 
Lewis  Isenbarger  on  February  25,  1875*  Residence, 
Laura,  Ohio  R.F.D#  2*  Mrs,  Isenbarger  died  January 
30,  1940,  aged  86#  Mr,  Isenbarger  died  April  29,  1913. 

Their  Children 

Cora  Isenbarger,  born  December  5,  1878,  died--- — 1937* 
Miss  Isenbarger  devoted  her  entire  life  to  teaching 
in  one  school  * 

Mary  E#  Isenbarger,  born  September  21,  1895,  unmarried. 
Residence,  Laura,  Ohio* 

Sarah  Gordon,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Nancy  Gordon, 
born  December  2,  1855  at  Gordon,  Ohio,  marri ed,  March 
1879,  Joseph  Long,  Retired  Farmer,  Their  residence 
Verona,  Preble  County,  Ohio# 

Their  Children 

Frank  C#  Long,  son  of  Joseph  and  Sarah  Gordon 
Long,  was  born  on  March  24,  1881,  Mr*  Long  was  born 
on  a  farm  in  Darke  County,  Ohio,  but  early  in  life 
developed  a  desire  for  educc.tior^  and  for  excellent 
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grades  in  his  neighborhood  school,  was  granted  a  scholar¬ 
ship  at  The  Ohio  State  University*  In  working  his  way 
through  the  University  he  experienced  the  usual  ups  and 
downs,  working  on  the  University  farm,  caretaker  for  the 
property  of  professors,  and  clerking  in  a  bookstore  near 
the  campus  and  overlooking  no  point  at  which  he  could 
produce  funds  to  finance  his  expenses* 

In  1903  he  graduated  with  a  Bachelor  of  Science 
Degree,  His  clerkship  in  the  bookstore  opened  his  eyes 
to  what  seemed  to  be  a  great  future  in  that  business 
and  in  1902  he  founded  LongTs  Book  Store  in  a  small 
shop  which  business  has  continually  grown  until  it  is 
probably  the  largest  business  of  its  class  in  the 
United  States,  It  now  occupies  three  floors  at  1836 
North  High  Street  and  has  continually  served  genera¬ 
tions  of  Ohio  State  University  students  since  its 
founding  and  is  now  as  closely  identified  with  the 
life  of  the  University  as  perhaps  any  building  on  the 
campus  itself*  Many  of  the  graduates  and  especially 
those  who  were  compelled  to  work  their  way  through  the 
University  have  fond  memories  of  the  consideration 
given  them  by  Mr*  Long,  who  from  his  own  experiences 
could  appreciate  their  trials,  and  has  given  part-time 
employment  to  hundreds  of  students  while  attending  the 
University , 

This  concern  does  a  large  volume  of  business,  not 
only  in  the  United  States  but  in  every  part  of  the 
world.  More  than  a  million  new  and  used  textbooks,  a 
supply  department  stocking  over  four  thousand  different 
items,  and  the  Bibliophile  division  handling  the  latest 
fiction  and  non-fiction,  as  well  as  conducting  a  rental 
library,  and  containing  the  largest  commercial  stock  of 
rare  books  and  first  editions  in  the  Middle  West,  This 
store  is  frequented  by  book  connoisseurs  as  well  as  by 
students . 

LongTs  Book  Store  sells  by  mail  to  thousands  of 
University  students  throughout  the  country,  supplies 
reference  books  to  libraries  in  every  part  of  the 
world  and  is  the  source  of  supply  for  hundreds  of 


oseph  and  Sarah  Gordon  Long,  Taken  on  their 
50th  Wedding  Anniversary,  March  11th,  19Z9 
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college  book  stores  throughout  the  United  States. 

From  time  to  time  Mr,  Long  with  his  family  have 
travelled  extensively  in  both  the  United  States  and 
Europe,  where  they  visited  historic  scenes  and  shrines. 

No twith standing  the  onerous  duties  of  his  business, 
Mr.  Long  has  given  some  attention  to  politics,  having 
in  1922  given  active  support  to  Homer  C,  Durand, 
Republican  Candidate  for  Governor  of  Ohio,  and  who  was 
his  college  room  mate. 

He  is  a  member  and  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Brookside  Country  Club,  a  former  director  of  the 
Kiwanis  Club,  a  Thirty  Second  degree  Scottish  Rite 
Mason,  member  of  Alladin  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine, 
an  Elk  and  a  member  of  the  Columbus  Maennerchor . 

On  August  31,  1905,  Mr.  Long  was  married  to  Miss 
Ethel  Manley,  daughter  of  James  Walter  and  Flora  Rock 
Manley  and  granddaughter  of  James  Manley  who  came  to 
America  from  England  and  was  known  as  the  Coal  King  of 
Ohio.  Mrs.  Long  is  an  accomplished  musician,  having 
studied  in  Italy,  Austria,  and  France,  as  well  as 
under  the  best  teachers  in  America,  She  is  in  constant 
demand  for  recitals  in  many  important  musical  centers. 

The  Long's  have  two  sons,  Robert  Gordon  Long, 
who  is  associated  with  his  father  in  the  Long's  Book 
Store,  where  he  specializes  in  rare  and  first  edition 
books  and  is  recognized  as  an  authority  in  that  ;line . 

In  1936  Robert  Gordon  Long  was  married  to  Louise 
Power  and  have  a  daughter,  Sharon  Ann  Long,  born 
1937. 


Frank  C.  Long,  Jr.,  M.D,  chose  early  in  life  the 
medical  profession  and  entered  the  medical  department 
of  The  Ohio  State  University,  where  he  graduated  in 
1936.  After  interning  at  Mount  Carmel  Hospital,  he 
took  a  post-graduate  course  at  the  University  of 
Vienna  and  in  1937  was  awarded  the  Golden  Koy  in 
recognition  of  his  excellent  attainments  as  well  as 
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a  diploma  from  that  University.  Following  he  studied 
at  Budapest,  where  in  1958  he  was  awarded  a  Diploma  in 
Surgery.  Returning  to  the  United  States  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Martha  Ransdell,  daughter  of  Frank 
C.  and  Flossie  Young  Ransdell  of  Kenton,  Ohio,  -they 
have  one  child,  a  daughter,  Jacquelyn  Aletha,  horn 
June  27,  1940.  Dr.  Long  is  in  practice  of  his  pro¬ 
fession  at  Point  Pleasant,  West  Virginia,  where  his 
office  is  equipped  with  all  the  latest  appliances 
needed  with  which  to  treat  both  the  medical  and  the 
surgical  calls  of  his  practice . 


Oma  Long,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Sarah  Gordon 
Long,  bom  February  22,  1885,  married  Ernest  McGriff. 
Residence,  Verona, Freble  County,  Ohio, 

Their  Children 

Dewitt  McGriff  married  Mable  Heck.  Residence, 
616  Belle  Air,  Dayton,  Ohio,  They  have  two  children. 
Margaret  Jane,  bom  1926/  and  Wilma  June,  born  1929. 

Evalyn  McGriff,  daughter  of  Ernest  and  Oma  Long 
McGriff  married  Basil  William  Long,  August  3,  1940 
at  Lewisburg,  Ohio,  ceremony  performed  by  The  Rev. 
Vfilliam  Shriver.  Basil  William  Long  is  the  son  of 
William  H.  Long  and  India  Rice  Long.  Mr.  and  Mrs, 
Basil  h.  Long  reside  at  2929  North  High  Street, 
Columbus,  Ohio,  Mr,  Long  is  associated  with  The 
College  Book  Company,  Columbus,  Ohio 

Joseph  McGriff,  son  of  Ernest  and  Oma  Long 
McGriff,  born  1910,  married  Mary  Ruth  Reinhart.  Have 
one  child,  Patricia,  born  1938.  Residence,  Verona, 
Ohio . 


Ernest  H.  Long,  son  of  Joseph  and  Sarah  Gordon 
Long,  born  September  27,  1888  in  Preble  County,  Ohio 
married  Ina  Hazel  Tilman,  born  1888.  Residence, 
Lincoln,  Nebraska. 


I 
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Their  Children 


Mary  Evalyn  Long,  bom  1906  married  Archie  Dale 
Meyers,  Lincoln,  Nebraska#  Their  children,  Donald  and 
Darrell  Meyers,  twins,  bom  1934# 

Beverly  Joan  Long,  daughter  Ernest  and  Ina  Hazel 
Long,  born  1929# 

Ruth  Elizabeth  Long,  daughter  Ernest  and  Ina 
Hazel  Long,  born  1915#  Married  Harold  Zeig#  Goodyear 
Tire  Company,  Fremont  Nebraska# 

Ernest  Gordon  Long,  son  Ernest  and  Ina  Hazel 
Long,  born  1931. 

Grace  Long,  born  in  Preble  County,  Ohio  October 
17,  1894,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Sarah  Gordon  Long, 
married  John  C#  Spoor,  a  native  of  Nebraska  and  a 
graduate  of  Nebraska  State  College#  Residence,  1116 
N.  Harvey  Avenue,  Oak  Park,  Illinois#  Mr.  Speer  has 
for  several  years  been  a  trusted  employee  of  The 
Western  Electric  Company  of  Illinois, 

Their  Children 


Barbara  Ann  Spoor,  born  January  3,  1927# 

Ruth  Joann.  Speer.  ^  born  June  g  1929> 
Dorothy  Janet  Spoor, 


Mr#  and  Mrs#  Speer  were  privileged  to  attend  the 
62nd  anniversary  of  their  parent's  wedding,  a  privilege 
extended  to  few  children# 


Elizabeth  Gordon,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Nancy 
Owen  Gordon,  bora  near  Gordon,  1858,  married  Isaac 
Miller  in  1885,  farmer  now  deceased.  Residence,  West 
Milton,  Ohio# 
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Their  Children 


Mary  Miller,  deceased. 

Ethel  BE  Her,  horn  1886,  daughter  of  Issac  and  Elizabeth 
Gordon  Miller,  married  William.  Ganger.  Residence, 
Potsdam,  Ohio. 


Their  Children 

Leonard,  born  1908,  married  Phillis  Strohn.  Machinist. 
Residence,  West  Milton,  Ohio. 

Lelia,  born  1908,  married  Arthur  Landis,  now  deceased. 
Residence,  Potsdam,  Ohio,  Have  one  son,  Richard,  born' 
1930.  Lelia  Landis  married  2nd.  Cletis  Minnich  on 
October  9,  1939.  Rev.  Mr.  Blessing  officiating. 
Residence,  Potsdam,  Ohio. 

Lucile,  married  Allen  Shank,  printer.  Residence, 
Lewisburg,  Ohio.  Have  three  children: 

Jackie,  born  1934. 

Janet,  born  1935, 

Gordon,  born  1938. 

Mary  Virginia,  married  Paul  Landis,  machinist. 
Residence,  F^rmersville ,  Ohio.  Have  two  children: 
Constance,  born  1934, 

Douglass*  bora  1939, 

Sarah  Miller,  born  1894,  daughter  of  Isaac  and 
Elizabeth  Gordon  Miller,  married  Percy  C.  Brown, 
dairyman.  Residence,  West  Milton,  Ohio, 

Their  Children 

Edmond,  born  1919,  was  married  at  Vanwert,  Ohio  by 
Rev,  Harry  Reose,  December  31,  1939  to  Miss  Evelyn 
Moore,  daughter  of  Louis  and  Mayllo  Burgness  Brown. 

Mr.  Brown  is  a  farmer  and  dairyman  and  they  have  taken 
a  home  on  a  farm  near  West  Milton,  Ohio,  They  have 
one  son,  Kent,  born  October  1,  1940. 


Joseph  and  Sarah  Gordon  Long 

Picture  taken  in  1939,  on  the  ocoasion  of  the 
60th  anniversary  of  their  marriage.  Residence, 
Verona,  Ohio. 


Children  of  Joseph  and  Sarah  Long 
Left  to  right : 

Frank  C.  Long  Sarah  Gordon  Long 

Grace  Long  Speer  Joseph  Long 
Oma  Long  MoGriff  Ernest  H.  Long 
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Martha  May  Brown,  born  1921, 

Donald  Gordon  Brown,  born  1924, 

Students  at  West  Milton  School, 

Onda  P,  Mi  Her,  daughter  of  Elizabeth  and  Isaac 
Miller,  born  1891,  married  Louis  Mullenix  in  1910, 
farmer.  Residence,  R.F.D.  NewPans,  Ohio, 

Their  Children 

Roger,  born  1912,  married  Helen  Howdeshell.  Farmer, 
Residence,  Lewisburg,  Ohio,  Have  two  children, 
Donald,  born  1935, 

Edward,  born  1938. 

Marjorie,  born  1913,  married  Walter  Wehrley  in  1936. 
Machinist,  Residence,  Vandalia,  Ohio. 

Louis  Jr.  married  Charlotte  Ganger,  Toolmaker. 
Residence,  Vandalia,  Ohio.  Have  one  child,  Phyllis, 
born  1938. 

Children  of  Louis  and  Onda  Miller  Mullenix. 

Ruby,  born  1917, 

Helen,  deceased. 

Dale,  born  1921, 

Max  Gordon,  born  1923, 

Mary,  born  1924, 

Esther,  born  1927, 

Paul,  born  1931, 


FRANKLIN  Sr  GORDON 

Son  of  Henry  and  Nancy  Owen  Gordon,  was  born  near 
Gordon,  Ohio,  1861,  being  the  youngest  child  of  the 
above  named.  His  mother  dicing  in  December  following 
his  birth,  leaving  four  young  children,  three  sisters 
beside  himself.  In  1862  his  father  was  called  to 
serve  in  the  war  between  the  States  which  necessitated 
the  breaking  up  of  the  family. 
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The  three  girls  were  placed  in  families  about 
Gordon,  while  I  was  taken  to  live  with  a  gentleman 
named  Vail,  who  had  a  few  years  previously  been  left 
with  four  small  children  by  the  death  of  his  wife*  He 
was  most  fortunate  in  being  able  to  find  a  very  cap¬ 
able  and  understanding  housekeeper  in  Mi s s  Amelia 
Temple,  of  the  English  Temple  family,  and  was  a  very 
intelligent  lady*  They  shortly  moved  to  Greenville, 
Ohio  where  he  was  placed  in  the  city  school  and  given 
all  the  advantages  afforded  at  that  time.  McGuffeyTs 
readers  were  the  standard  at  that  time  and  served  him 
well  in  later  life  as  examples  of  good  conduct « 

In  those  early  days  itinerant  pedlers  were 
abundant  with  their  packs  of  linens  and  other  needs 
for  the  house*  These  exhibits  instilled  in  him  a 
desire  for  merchandizing  and  at  the  age  of  14  he  se¬ 
cured  a  position  in  The  Dry  Goods  Store  of  Nathaniel 
Webb  in  Greenville,  Ohio,  later  with  a  firm  Wilson  and 
Hart,  same  City* 

After  clerking  for  eleven  years,  he  had  saved 
enough  money  to  engage  in  business  for  himself,  and 
in  company  with  Mr.  John  H.  Martin  established  a 
Dry  Goods  Store,  comer  Broadway  and  Fourth  Street, 
Greenville.  From  a  modest  beginning  the  business 
was  increased  until  his  store  was  one  of  the  outstand¬ 
ing  in  his  section  of  Ohio. 

In  1884  Mr.  Gordon  was  married  to  Henrietta  V. 
McCrughey ,  daughter  of  The  Reverend  William  McCaughey, 
D.D.  and  Lucy  Alter  McCaughey.  The  wedding  was  held 
at  the  McCaughey  homestead,  corner  Third  and  Sycamore 
streets,  Greenville,  Ohio*  Doctor  McCaughey,  The 
Reverend  J.  M.  Crawford  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
and  The  Reverend  John  H.  Logie  of  Saint  Pauls 
Episcopal  Church  officiating.  The  McCaughey  family 
came  to  America  from  Cnrrick  Fergus,  Ireland, 

Retiring  from  business  in  Greenville  in  1913, 

Mr.  Gordon  moved  to  Racine,  Wisconsin  where  he  was 
Treasurer  of  an  Auto  Manufacturing  Company,  and  in 
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1922  moved  to  Stamford,  Conn.  (Willowbrook  Lane)  where 
he  now  resides  . 

While  living  in  Greenville  for  the  first  fifty 
years  of  his  life,  Mr.  Gordon  was  prominently  identi¬ 
fied  in  many  activities  other  than  his  Dry  Goods 
business.  In  1883  he  was  elected  Township  Clerk  of 
Greenville  Township,  and  owing  to  his  extended  acquain¬ 
tance  in  his  community  was  appointed  Jury  Commissioner 
which  office  he  held  until  leaving  Greenville. 

Following  the  example  of  a  long  line  of  ancestors, 
Mr.  Gordon  was  a  communicant  of  St.  Pauls  Episcopal 
Church  in  Greenville,  where  he  for  twenty-five  years 
served  as  Vestryman,  Treasurer,  and  member  of  the 
Building  Committee  upon  the  erection  of  a  new  Church* 

Letter  from  Bishop  Boyd  Vincent,  Diocese 
Southern,  Ohio*  Cathedral  House  Diocese 
of  Southern,  Ohio.  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 

N0vember  26,  1913. 

Mr.  Franklin  S.  Gordon 
Racine,  bi'i  scon  sin 

Dear  Mr.  Gordon: 

I  have  yours  of  the  25th  tendering  your  resigna¬ 
tion  from  the  Cathedral  Chapter,  Finance  Committee  of 
the  Convention,  Board  of  Religious  Education  and 
Committee  on  Flood  Losses.  I  was  more  surprised  and 
saddened  than  I  can  tell  you,  when  I  learned  from 
Mrs.  Gordon  a  few  days  ago,  that  you  ha.d  decided  to 
move  to  Racine .  I  cannot  begin  to  tell  you  how 
highly  I  appreciate  all  the  devoted  and  valuable 
work  you  have  done  as  a  layman  in  and  for  the  Church 
in  Greenville  and  in  the  Diocese.  You  have  gained 
my  very  highest  regard  by  such  services,  to  say 
nothing  of  my  personal  affection  for  you  and  your 
family  as  friends.  I  shall  never  forget  the  cordial 
hospitality  I  have  so  often  received  in  your  home. 

May  you  find  opportunity  to  be  as  useful  elsewhere 
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as  you  have  been  in  Greenville,  and  be  sure  that  you 
and  yours,  will  always  have  a  warm  place  in  my  heart. 
Good  bless  you  now  and  always. 

Very  faithfully  your  friend, 

Boyd  Vincent 

Bishop  Diocese  Southern  Ohio 


After  moving  to  Racine  Wisconsin  he  was  elected 
to  the  Vestry  of  St.  Lukes  Church  Parish  Clerk  and 
Trustee  of  Racine  College, 

On  September  23,  1941,  Mr,  and  Mrs,  Gordon  will 
celebrate  the  57th  Anniversary  of  their  wedding. 

Their  Children 

Ralph  Franklin  Gordon,  born  1886,  graduated  from 
the  Greenville  High  School,  and  attended  Kenyon  College 
in  Gambier,  Ohio,  In  September  1910  he  married  in  St, 
Pauls  Church,  Greenville,  Ohio,  Reverend  Charles  H, 
Gross  officiating,  Mabel  Craig,  daughter  of  Andrew 
Baird  and  Candia  Kerst  Craig,  Since  1913  he  has  been 
with  the  Yfeir-Kilby  Company,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  makers 
of  Railroad  Frogs  and  Switches.  Resides  2332  Mound 
Avenue,  Norwood,  Ohio,  He  is  .Junior  Warden  of  Good 
Shepherd  Church,  Norwood,  Ohio.  No  children. 

Virginia  Elizabeth  Gordon,  born  in  Greenville, 

Ohio  graduated  from  the  Greenville  High  School, 
attended  Gunston  Hall  in  Washington,  D,  C.  and  the 
Conservatory  of  Music  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  In  1918 
was  married  in  Racine  College  Chapel,  Racine,  Wisconsin 
The  Reverend  Holmes  Ytfhitmore  of  St,  Pauls  Church, 
Milwaukee  officiating,  to  Winthrop  A.  Clark,  son  of 
the  late  Alexander  and  Margaret  H.  Clark  of  Cincinnati, 

Ohio.  Mr.  Clark  was  descended  from-** - - - 

Adams,  who  established  one  of  the  first  Iron  Mills  in 
the  State  of  Delaware.  Mr.  Clark  deceased  in  1934. 
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Their  Children 

Elizabeth  V.  Clark,  bom  1920  in  Stamford,  Connecticut, 
Graduated  from  the  Low-Heywood  School  in  Stamford  and 
is  now  a  student  at  Duke  University,  Durham,  North 
Carolina, 

Jane  Gordon  Clark,  born  1923,  in  Stamford,  Conn. 

Student  at  Low-Heywood  School  in  Stamford,  Conn.  Later 
student  at  Skidmore  College,  Saratoga  Springs,  New 
York. 

Winthrop  Adams  Clark, born  1926,  in  Stamford,  Conn. 
Student  at  Kings  School,  Stamford,  Conn. 

Mrs.  Clark  and  tier  family  are  all  communicants  of 
Saint  Johns  Episcopal  Church,  Stamford,  Connecticut. 
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CONCLUSION 


In  concluding  this  work  in  which  the  Author  has 
’  gone  back  generations,  has  treated  of  persons  whose 
remains  have  long;  rested  in  graves  in  their  Ancestral 
homes  in  Scotland,  as  well  as  of  those  in  their 
adopted  America.  We  have  found  the  usual  diversity  of 
occupations  * 

In  Scotland  we  find  the  Gordon’s  Clergymen, 
Historians,  Attorneys,  Surveyors,  Members  of  Parliment 
Head  of  Clans  every  ready  for  .a  fray  with  opposing 
Clans . 


In  America  we  find  a  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  his  State,  a  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
Judge  of  Probate,  Common  Pleas  Judge,  Surveyor, 

United  States  Senator,  members  of  Congress,  a  United 
States  District  Attorney,  (a  Presidential  appointment) 
a  Historian  who  wr ote  an  extended  and  very  complete 
history  of  his  State.  Many  have  been  honored  by  their 
local  communities  as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Mayors  of 
their  Cities,  Clerks,  Trustees,  Executors  etc.  Many 
have  been  farmers,  stock  men  and  merchants. 

Our  research  has  failed  to  find  one  of  the  family 
who  has  not  been  a  Loyal  American  ready  to  take  arms 
in  defense  of  his  Country  as  the  records  of  the  war 
for  Independence  1776,  war  of  1812,  Civil  War  1861, 
World  War  of  1917  clearly  show.  Nor  has  it  been  found 
that  a  member  of  the  Gordon  family  has  been  remiss  in 
his  obligations  to  the  many  trusts  bestowed  upon  him. 

Our  research  has  convinced  us  that  the  World  is 
better  for  their  having  lived  and  in  this  connection 
we  are  reminded  of  an  article  written  by  Bessie  A. 
Stanley  which  we  will  append. 
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Success 

,!He  has  achieved  success  who  has  lived  well, 
laughed  often  and  loved  much,  who  has  gained 
the  respect  of  intelligent  men,  the  trust  of 
pure  women  paid  the  love  of  little  children; 
who  has  filled  his  niche  and  has  accomplished 
his  task;  who  has  left  the  World  "better  than 
he  found  it  whether  by  an  improved  poppy,  a 
perfect  poem,  or  a  rescued  soul;  who  has 
never  lacked  appreciation  of  Earth Ts  beauty 
or  failed  to  express  it;  who  has  looked  for 
the  best  in  others  and  given  them  the  best 
he  had;  whose  life  was  an  inspiration,  his 
memory  a  benediction.1’ 
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